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rage 8. Note H. laſt line, for executors read truſtees. 
14. Perhaps the greater part of note M would better have 


been omitted. 


16. Ode, line 1, read Aſcend fair nymph, &c. 
62, line 10, for God, read God-man. 
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he author of theſe lines was the late learned Dr. 
Savage, a ſucceſſor of Dr. Watts, in the church at 
Bury-ftreet, and nearly of the ſame religious ſenti- 
ments and moderate ſtrain of preaching: Though a 
Trinitarian, he did not hold the real perſonality, as 


the writer of this had it from his own hps.—See a 


very high character of him in a ſermon preached 
on occaſion of his death, by Mr. Bennett, and in a 
funeral oration by Mr. Towle. * 


20. Dr. Johnſon had taken a proper notice of Dr. Warts's 


benevolent condeſcenſion to young perſons and chil- 
dren in the Verſes and Catechiſms which he drew up 
for their uſe. His book of Prayers for children 
might alſo have been mentioned ; and a hint therein 
given for another publication is worthy of attention. 
«« I could wiſh (ſays he, p. 126,) there were ſelect 
portions of ſcripture printed by themſelves for children, 
that their time might not be ſpen: 1n ſuch parts of 
the Bible as are of very little uſe to them.“ A re- 
ſpectable clergyman, it ſeems, took this hint, and in 
1784 publiſhed a work with this title: The Holy 


| bible, adapted to the uſe of ſchools and private families, 


containing all thoſe parts of the Old and New Teſtament 


_ ewhich relate to the faith and practice of a chriſtian, c. 


ſelected in the manner recommended by the late pious and 


learned Dr. WatTTs. Of this work Mr. Palmer has 


lately been celebrated (with equal truth) firft as the 


editor, then as the patron, By ſome it has been 


repreſented as a proſane attempt to mutilate the word 
of God; by others it has been ſtiled a Unitarian 
Bible; and various tales have been told, of which it 
is difficult to ſay whether they betray greatef igno- 


rance or malice, The effect, however, is ſaid to 


be, that the edition is ſold off, If the work ſhould 


be reprinted, the editor (to me totally unknown) 


face ſufficiently juſtifies his deſign, 


may avail himſelf of this abuſe to make ſome altera- 
tions, eſpecially in the Title-page, though his pre- 


—_— publiſhed by the 4 of alc as a 
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FT iT 0 mati'of Dr. Wit cha- | 
I lixacter and talents fhould be Held 
in thlelkigheſt venefation by the body 
'of9 Diflenters, is not at all wofider ful; : 
for all men are by a Principle gf ſelf- 
ov Attabhed to their own Patty, Which 
naturally leads theft t© think atid peak 
| highly of thoſe who have, by any means, 
dingte themſelves in fervin 8 its 
intereſts. EW 

Nor is it erh Xtra iar confi- 
dering the many” pleafing and uſeful 
publications of Which | the Doctor was 
the author, and the arable ſj pirit breath- 
ed through them all, that wiſe atid'good 
men of different religi ious perfyaſions 
ſhould be willing to Five him a Conti 
derable tribute of praiſe. 

But that a writer of Dr. . fonnsoN's 
principles, i in politics and religion, ſhould 
have undertaken to be his biographer, 

and ſhould have paſſed ſo high an en- 

A3 comium, 


REF ACE, 


comium on 558 character and = writ- 
ings, is a deciſive evidence of the ſu- 
perior excellence of both. And it is 
very remarkable, that he who is ſo free 
in his cenſures of others, whoſe lives 
he has. written, ſhould find ſo: "little 0 
blame in him. The Diſſenters will think 
that Dr. Johnſon has done Himſelf, ho- 
nour in the teſtimony he has born 
favour of a man whoſe ſentiments, both 
in eccleſiaſtical and political matters, 
were ſo oppoſite to his own; at the 
fame time that they muſt be highly gra- 
tified with the honour which redounds 
to Dr. Watts's character from the appro- 
bation of ſo diſtinguiſhed a writer. 
It is not to be wondered at that this 
narrative ſhould be ſo ſhort, ſince a life 
like that of Dr. Watts, ſo much led in | 
retirement, and attended with ſo few 
variations, could not furniſh many hiſ- 
torical facts. And it was to be expected 
that a biographer, like Dr. Johnſon, 
whoſe ſtudies were of ſo different à na- 
ture, would be ſparing in his remarks 
on the Doctor 8 publications, of which 
1 nnn, 


A - oy 
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moſt were of a theological and practical 
kind, adapted to the capacities and taſtes 
of the bulk of chriſtian readers, and ſe- 
veral of them on controverſial ſubjects; : 
nor could it. be thought, that he ſhould. 
enter minutely into the writer's diſtin- 
| guiſhing ſentiments on doctrinal mat- 
ters. Nor indeed can any, Who poſ- 
ſes much knowledge of mankind, how 
high ſoever their veneration for the cha- 
racter and writings of Dr. Watts, be 
greatly diſappointed at any expreſſions 
dropped from the biographer's. pen, 
which have the. appearance of cenſure. 
The greater wonder is, that theſe, are 
ſo few and inconſiderable. It might alſo 
be expected, that in ſuch a life, written | 
by ſuch an author, ſome material arti- 
cles ſhould be omitted or miſtken. 
On theſe conſiderations, valuable as 
this piece of biography is, it may not 
be an unacceptable ſervice to the pub- 
lic, eſpecially to the Proteſtant Diſſen- 


ters, if at the ſame time that they are 
preſented with a detached copy of Dr. 
ner s Life of this great and. good 
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mag A 100 Notes theta be ſubjoined, 
either to ſuppiy the Writer's "defects, to 
correct His miſtakes, r to obviate his 
cenſures. eee iel 3 1 
The defigir o Ulis Publication can- 

not be thought to be fu perſeded by. Dr. 
Gin Pere be, by thoſe who 
conſider not merely the Prolixity: of that 
works but the circumſtance of 1 its. being 
written prior to that” of Dr. Johnſon. 
. It is moreover a principal object with 
the writer of the preſent Piece, to ex- 
| Hibit to the püblie What he thinks an 
| hr ahi very |URingufing 8 part 
of” Dr. Watts 8 charter, which” 'both 
Pr: Johnfon atid Pr. Gibbons have to- 
telly: braitted © a8 410 to give: a true re- 
prifentation of His laſt ſentiments, with 
roſpett to 4 'D6AKine x which employed 
his bugs and *%isÞ pen more than any 
Stker Aftputed Point in theology, and 
Wich has 'beett | generally thought of 
more np Portande, and accordingly has. 
beenthe Fe of more debate than 
alittoſtfarty-one bef bend ( ides,.. Viz, the Doctrine 
4 ae F 
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Much has been ſaid about Dr. Warts 

| laſt thoughts on this point, but nothing 
written that is ſatis factory; perſons of 

different parties being deſirous to have 

it appear, that ſo conſiderable a man Was 
on their ſide; while thoſe who have 

been the beſt able to give information 

on this head, have thaught themſelves 
bound, by pradence at leaſt, to wWith- 


hold it, 2 Dr. 5 Gibbons, Among All the 


minute circurmaſtances he has recorded, 
has not even ighaced: at any thing pe- 


culiar in, Dr. Watts's manner of con- 


ceiving with reſpect to this point, which 
he laboured more than any other, nor 
on that part of his N W was 
connected with it. 
It is readily ermede chat no ©: halted ar- 
zöimeng for or againſt any repreſenta- 


tion of this doctrine, can be drawn from 


the ſentiments even of a Watts. But 
it is certainly a matter of innocent cu- 
rioſity, to know what were the conclu- 
ſions of fo great and good a man, upon 
ſuch a point after all that he had read 
and thought, and written concerning it. 
6 And 


PREFACE. 


And it muſt be granted that tlie x man- 
ner in which, and the | temper with 
which, fo able and free and candid an 
enquirer purſued his inveſtigations of 
this much diſputed article of chriſtian 
faith, may be of ule to direct others, 
and young ſtudents N in their | 
enquiries concerning III 
If any thing here e be not f 
ſtrictly true, it is without the writers 
knowledge, as he has afferted/nothing | 
but what upon the moſt: impartial: ex- 
amination he himſelf believed. And if 
any one is able to give the world a 
more juſt repreſentation of the matter, 
he would be the firſt to make his ac- 
knowledgments; as no one would be 
more highly gratified than himſelf to 
know what were the dying fentiments of 
ſo able and pious a man as Dr. Watts, 
how different ſoever they r pe 
to be from his own. I | 
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| | a7 01 MYTH 2 Page. 
R. fornson's 8 Lirs or Bp, . 5 
Nodes upon this work, contaitting among brher 


particular che falſehood of 2 report men: 
tioned 14 che author epncerging Dr. JAR 


father eee 
5 a 6. Bis e. a 
05 Dr. Watts' 8 reſolution to tale his lot 1 with the 


Diſſenters accounted E 1 
The manner of bis, reading books inußrated 5 
| An account of he Independents: ifs üb. 


Remark on his retirement previous to bis enter- 
ing upon his miniſtry, i198 0] all jo Hu bn 


| Some account of the late Mrs. Elie, Abaey iS 


A compleat liſt of Dr. Watts 8 works :. * I * 
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Remark on Dr. Johnſon's 8 eee upon the 
writings of the Diſſenters before Dr. Watts's | 
time. Dr. Watts not the firſt good writer 
among them - DT} e * 


The 
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The term © T eacher of 2 congregation” ani- 


madverted upon e . 113 


Dr. Watts's manner of ſpeaking . 
His action in preaching—and on. pulpit- action in 

general —— — 2 OL 
His manner of conducting public prayer 16 
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Shewn' to be defective. Dr. Watts's Love of 

Truth, his freedom, diligence, and humility, 
in the inveſtigation of it 8 5 
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Different repreſentations of his ſuppaſed change 
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Dr. 
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groundleſs—His laſt publications prove it 94. 
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'*wards. The contrary maintained gg 
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Containing a copy of ſome manuſcript Remarks 
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Panrrrys Es etl or the Moderation of the 
© earlier Fathers towards the Unitarians, the ne- 
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Rey, ISAAC WATTS, D. p. 


R. Jobtiog introduces his Life of Dr. 
Watts with the following information : 
« The Poems of Dr. Watts were by my re- 
0 commendation inſerted in the late Col- 
election &; the readers of which are to im- 
t pute to me whatever pleaſure or weari- 
*© neſs they may find in the peruſal of Black- 
* more, Watts, Pomfret, and Valden. 


* It is poſlible this publication may fall into the hands 
of ſome who need to be informed, that the Collection 
referred to is, The Works of the Engliſh Poets, with Pre- 
faces Biographical and Critical, in Sixty-two Volumes; 
and that Dr. Johnſon wrote theſe PrxtEFacts, which 
were afterwards printed by themſelves, in Four Vo- 
lumes 8yo. from whence the A Life of Dr. 
"Rug is * | : 
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bd LIFE OT BÞ. WATTS 


We ſhall give this learned and maſterly 
writer's account of Wars at length, that 
the reader may form the more impartial 
judgment concerning it, and by way of Nox 
ſhall offer ſome animadverſions on ſuch parts 
of. it as appear to be erroneous or exception- 
able, and ſubjoin various additional Anec- 


dotes. 


.« ISAAC WATTS was born July 17, 
1674, at Southampton, where his father, of 
the fame name, kept a boarding-ſchool for 
young gentlemen, though common report 
makes him a ſhoe-maker lal. He appears, 


Cal. This wn report”. is. by no means * common.” 

The Editor, who has often heard Mr, Watts ſpoken 

of, never met with it before.” And it is ſurprifing this 

author ſhould have introduced i it, at leaſt without a mark 

of the ſtrongeſt diſapprobation; ſince it evidently ap- 

pears to be totally void of foundation, from Dr. Gib- 

©  bons's Life of Dr. Watts, (which our author had read) 

in the firſt page of which he mentions it, in a note, as a 

well-known matter of fact, that the Doctor's Father 

« was the maſter of a flouriſhing Boarding-School at 

„ Southampton, which was in ſuch reputation, that 

„ gentlemen's ſons were ſent bv, it from America and 

<« the Weſt-Indies for education.” It is indeed of little 

_ conſequence what any man's extraction was: but if the 

fact be well known, why ſhould any idle reports be men- 
tioned which have the appearance of A of 


from 


{wiv Hr Nr 

- from the narrative of Dr. Gibbons, to have 

been neither indigent nor illiterate. 

I ſaac, the eldeſt of nine children, was 
given to books from his infancy, and began, 
we are told, to learn Latin when he was four 
| years old. I ſuppoſe, at home. | 
He was afterwards taught Latin, Greek, 
and Hebrew, by Mr. Pinhorn, a clergyman, 
| maſter of the Free-ſchool at Southampton, 
to whom the gratitude of his ſcholar after- 
wards inſcribed a Latin Ode [; J. 

His proficiency at ſchool was fo conſpi- 

cuous, that a ſubſcription was propoſed for 
his ſupport at the Univerſity ; but he de- 
clared his reſolution to take his lot with the 
Diſſenters [o]. Such he was as every Chriſtian 
Church would rejoice to have adopted: 
Re ory TT Tang {rr 


fn] This elegant and truly claſſical ode, was written 
at the age of twenty. It is inſerted in the Lyric Poems, 
and Dr. Gibbons has given a copy of it, with a good 
Engliſh Tranſlation, Memoirs, p. 7—18. 

[e) This reſolution was the more remarkable, as his 
Father had ſuffered much for his Nonconformity. A 
circumſtance which, taken in-connexion with the re- 
ſpe& ſhewn to the ſon by the members of the eſtabliſhed 
church, affords a ſtriking proof that in his determina- 
tion to take his lot with the Diſſenters, he was actuated 
purely by a regard to conſcience, It was therefore fur- 

B 2 5 pPriſing 


LIFE OF DR. WATTS, 
He therefore repaired in 1 69 o to an aca- 
demy taught by Mr. Rowe, where he had 
for his companions and fellow-ſtudents Mr. 
Hughes the poet, and Dr. Horte, afterwards 
Archbiſſiop of Tuam. Some Latin Eſſays, 
ſuppoſed to have been written as exereiſes at 
this academy, ſhew a degree of knowledge, 
both philoſophical and theological, ſuch as 
very few attain by a much * courſe of 
ſtudy. 
«© He was, as he hints in his MiſceBanies, 
a maker of verſes from fifteen to fifty, and 
in his youth he appears to have paid atten- 
tion to Latin poetry. His: verſes to his 
brother, in the ghyconick meaſure, written | 
when he was ſeventeen, are remarkably eaſy 
and elegant. Some of his other odes are 
deformed by the Pindarick folly then pre- 
vailing, and are written with: ſuch neglect of 
all metrical rules as is without example 
among the ancients; but his diction, though 
perhaps not always exactly pure, has ſuch 
copiouſneſs and ſplendour, as ſhews that he 
priſing that his biographer (eſpecially after the high en- 
comium which follows) ſhould, in the cloſe of this piece, 
have ſuggeſted any thing like a reflection upon him for 
his Nonconformity. But of this further notice will 


pe taken hereafter. 


WIT HN OTE. 3: 


was” but a very little diſtance from excel- 
tence. His method of ſtudy was to impreſs 
the contents of his books upon his memory 
by abridging them, and by interleaving them 
to amplify one FR with Fu 2 
another [oJ]. : 

< With the communipetived af bis thr; 
Mr. Rowe, who were, I believe [E], Inde- 
pendents; he communicated in his nineteenth 


* oy 
e At 


151 Ie was 3 with Dr. Watts, to | ke re- 
marks in the margin of his books, and in the blank 
leaves to write an account of what was moſt diſtip- 
ouiſhing in them, to inſert his opinion of the whole, 
to ſtate his objections to what he thought exceptionable, 
and to illuſtrate and confirm what appeared to him juſt 


and important. The writer of theſe notes has ſeen ſe- 


veral of the Doctor's books with fuch MS. obſervations, 
and he has one now before him, entitled A Treatiſe of 
Human Reaſon, from whence he will tranſcribe ſome of 
the Doctor's remarks in an Appendix, as a ſpecimen of 
his manner, which he apprehends the reader will not 
only eſteem as a curioſity, but value for their intrinſic 
worth. 

[E] From Dr., Gibbons s account this is Fndubitable. 
Dr. Watts afterwards ranked among the Independent 
miniſters : a character which indeed more. properly be- 
longs to Diſſenting Miniſters i in general than any other; 
for they and their churches are totally independent of 
each other, and in religious matters are ſubject to no fo- 


B 3. , reign. 
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At the age of twenty he left the aca- 


demy, and ſpent two years in ſtudy and de- 
votion [y] at the houſe of his father, who 
treated him with great tenderneſs; and had 


the happineſs, indulged to few parents, of 
living to ſee his ſon eminent for literature 


and venerable for piety. He was then en- 


tertained by Sir John Hartopp five years, as 
domeſtic tutor to his ſon; and in that time 
particular ly devoted himſelf to the ſtudy of 


| reign juriſdiction whatever. A principle in itſelf highly 
rational, and moſt favourable to religious Liberty, as 


well as moſt agreeable to the ſcripture-plan; in which 
no traces of a nen church, or eccletiattical. autho- 
rity, are to be found: 112 | 


[+] In this a Elf SPE Abel wiſdom, ol this 
1t was that moſtly contributed to his future greatneſs, 
Happy are thoſe young miniſters who have opportunity 
for following a like courſe, and thrice happy they who 
have 95 805 to improve it. It is much to be lamented, 
that Diſſenting Miniſters (who are expected to preach 


their qwn ſermons, generally two in a week, and theſe 


new compolitions, of much greater length than 1 is "uſual 
in the eſtabliſhment, as well as to pray from their own 
conception) ſhould enter on their public work at ſo 
early a period as they often do, ſomè being not twenty 
years of age and many but little more, A year or two 
ſpent in retirement, or with an aged miniſter, would 
contribute more to qualify them for the miniſterial func- 
tion, than all their academical ſtudies, | | 


the 
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tures; and being choſen aſſiſtant 
to Dr. Chauncey, preached: the: firſt time on 


che H oly Serip 


the birth- day that compleated his twenty 
fourth year; probably conſidering that as 
the day of his ſecond nativity, by v ve ** 
entered on a new period of exiſtenee. 


In about three years he ſucceeded Dr. 
Chauncy; but ſoon after his entrance on his 
charge, he was ſeized by a dangerous illneſs, 


which ſunk him to ſuch weakneſs, that the 
congregation thought an aſſiſtant neceſſary, 
and appointed Mr. Price [J. His health 
then returned gradually, and he performed 
his duty till (1712) he was ſeized by a fever 
of ſuch Violence and continuance, that, from 
the feebleneſs which it brought upon him, he 
never perfectly recovered. * 

= This calamitous ſtate made he's com- 
paſſion of his friends neceſſary, and drew 
upon him the attention of Sir Thomas Abney, 
who received him into his houſe; where, 
with a conſtancy of fr iend{hip and uniformity , 
of conduct not often to be found, he was. 
treated, for Wirty Ar years, with all the 


| [o A eee of excellent character and allies 
ties, He was uncle to the preſent Rev. Richard ezeee, 
D. D. F. R. S. Ne e 15 


„„ | kindneſs 


— — 
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Eindneſs that friendſſiip could prompt, and 
all the attention that reſpect could dictate. 
Sir Thomas died about eight years after- 
wards; but he continued with the lady and 
her daughters Cu] to the end of his —4 
The lady died about a year after him. A 

coalition like this a ſtate in whach png av 

of patronage and dependence were over- 
powered by the perception of reciprocal be- 
nefits, deſerves A pa memorial Tr} ;* 


fa] of whom the laſt ſurvivor, Mis. Each 1 
nty, was the lady to whom Dr. Gibbons dedicated his 
Life of Dri Watts. She died at Siol⸗ Newington, Aug. 20, 
1782. Hey character for piety, prudence,' and benevo-_ 
lence, was. worthy of ane who had enjoyed the inſtrue- 
tions and example of ſuch a man as Dr. Watts, In her 
laſt will ſhe diſcovered à fi ngular inſtance of à public 
ſpirit, leaving all the produce of her eſtates (after the 
payment of ſeveral diſcreet and benevolent legacies) to 
be diſpoſed of for charitable n at the feen 


of her executors. * 


8 


[x] How bebt * wn wont it t be * gen⸗ 
tlemen of fortune, and for their families, as well as for 
the Clergy themſelves, fk * Coalitions” like this were 
more frequent, How lamentable is it, that thoſe who ' 
are honoured with the name of Chaplains to out great 
men, haye ſo ſeldom any other adyantage from ſuch a 
conneRion than a promotion to a living, and are no fur- 
ther uſeful to their patrons, than to aſt them 1 in their 

h * or canvaſs for them at an election! 4 a 


| — 0 and 
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anl E willineewirhbokd rom tlie reader Dr. 
Gibbons's repre ſentation, to which regard is 
to be paid ag tb the narrative. of one whit 
writes what he knows, and what is known 
likewiſe ,to ,multitudes beſides. ¶ This Jang 
Ouctatior on from Dr. Gibbons FI nay here throw. 


into me roof 5 167 cad for 55 Is 
e iW 


cc * Our next frail thall bs made upon that 1 re- 
et. markably kind providence which brought the Doctor 
ce into Sir Thomas. Abney's family, and continued him 
8 ther till his death, a period of no leſs than thirty-ſix 

years. In che midſt of his facred labours for the glory 

« of God, and good of his generation, he i is ſeized with 
& 4 moſt violeht and threatning fever, which leaves 
* him oppreſſed with great weakneſs, and put 4 flop at. 
«© leaſt to his public ſervices for four years, 

« In this diftreſling ſeaſon, doubly ſo to his. 77. 
& and pious ſpirit, he is invited to Sir Thomas Abney's 
ce family, nor eyer removes from it till he had kinithed, 
6c his days, lere he enjoyed the uninterrupted demon- 
bs ſtrations of the trueſt friendſhip. , Here without any 
e care of his own, he had everything which. cowſd con= 
ce tribute to the, enjoyment of life, and favour; the un- 
56 wearied, purſuits of his ſtudies: / Here he dwelt in 2 
bx. family, which for piety, order, harmony, and every 
virtue, was an houſe of God; where he had the pri- 
cc vilege of country receſs, the fragrant bower, the 
* ſpreading lawn, the flowery garden, and other advan- 
tages, to ſooth his mind and aid his reſtoration to 
c health; to yield him, whenever he choſe them, moſt 
$6 grateful intervals from his Jaborious ſtudies, and en- 

£5 £5 able 
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If this quotation has appeared long, let 
it be conſidered that it compriſes an accouiit 
of ſix and thirty Years, and; thaſe the years 


of Dr. Watts Bft oon A Tar nv 
cc able him to return to them, with redoubled vigour 
“ and delight. 8 | 2 SS” a 
e Had it not been for this moſt habpy event, he mighs 
ec 25 to outward view, have feebly, it may be painfully, 
ce dragged on through many more years of languor, and 
ce inability for public ſervice, and even for profitable 
cke study, or perhaps might have ſunk into his grave 
ce under the overwhelming load of infirmities in the 
« midſt of his days; and thus the church, and world. 
c would have been deprived of thoſe many excellent 
« ſermons, and works, which he drew up and publiſhed, 
ec during his long reſidence in this family. In a few 
cc years "after his coming hither, Sir Thomas Abney 
<« dies; but his amiable eonſort ſurvives” who ſhews 
cc the Doctor the ſame reſpect and friendſhip as before, 
c and moſt bappily f for him and great numbers beſides ; 3 
. for, as her riches were great, her generoſity and mu- 
cc nificence were in full proportion; her thread of life 
« was drawn out to a great age, even beyond that of 
«the Doctor's; and thus this excellent man, through 
cher kindneſs and that of her daughter, the preſent 
« Mrs. Elizabeth Abney *, who in à like degree eſ- 
« teemed and honoured him, enjoyed all the benefits 
„ and felicities he experienced at his firſt entrance into 
ce this family, till his days were numbered arid finiſhed, 
&''and, like a ſhock of corn in its ſeaſon, he afcended' 


| 60 " into the regions of perfect and een life and Joy.“ nd 


f 05 * n 
0 0 0 in Note lag. 
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From the time of his reception into 
this family, his life was no otherwiſe diverſi- 
fied than by ſucceſſive publications. The 
ſeries of his works Lam not able to de- 
duce [J]; their number and variety, ſhew. 
the intenſeneſs of his induſtry; and the extent. 


of his capacity. 
| ce He 


=P 12 The Pld Works are collected! in ſix volumes 
Quarto. The following is a We l Cn of 


chem with the Titles abridged: OL US FR 


. Sermons on various Subjects. —2. A Guide to: 


PN —3. The Chriſtian Doctrine of the Trinity. 
4. Seven Diſſertations on Ditto. —5. Death and Heaven. 
—6. A Defence againſt the Temptations to Self- murder. 
. A Caveat againſt Infidelity.—8, The Strength and 
Weakneſs of human Reaſon.—9. An humble Attempt 
towards the Revival of Practical Religion —10. Dif-. 
courſes on the Love of God; and the Uſe and Abuſe 
of the Paſſions.—1 1. The RG mT and Sanctifier.— 
12. The Holineſs of Times and Places. —13. A Book 
of Catechiſms, in Number 5 PS. 7, Prayers for Children. 
215. A ſhort View of the whole Scripture Hiſtory. — 
16. Humility repreſented in the Character of St. Paul. 
17. Self-Love and Virtue reconciled by Religion. 
18. The World to come. —19.. The Ruin and Recovery 
of Mankind.— 20. The Harmony of all Religions which 
God ever preſetibed.— 21. Orthodoxy and Charity 
united. —22, The Ra: ional F oundation of a Chriſtian 
Church.—2 3. Uſeful and Important Queſtions con- 
cerning Jeſus Chriſt.—24. The Glory of Chriſt as God. 
. | | Man 
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% He was one of the firſt hurhors that 
taught the Diſſenters to court attention by 
the graces of language. Whatever they had 
among. them before, whether of learning or 


acuteneſs, was commonly obſctured and blunt - 


ed by coarſenefs and „ of N [x]. 
4 "IO 


man,—25. Evangelical Diſcourſes. 26. A Reformation 
Sermon.—27. Sermon on the Death of George I.— 


28. Nine Sermons in the Bury-ſtreet Colleftion.— 
29. Queſtions for Students in Divinity.—30. A ſhort 


Eſſay towards the Improvement of Pfalmody.—31. Lyric 


Poems. —32. The Pſalms of David imitated —33. Hymns 


and Spiritual Songs—34. Divine Songs for Children, 
—35:, Logic.—36. Tune Improvement of the Mind. 
37: A Second Part PSS, and a Diſcourſe on Education. 


28. The Knowledge of the Heavens and Earth made 


caſy.—39- Philoſophical Eflays—49,, The Art of read- 
ing and writing Engliſh,—47. The Dectrine of the 


| Paſſions.—42. Miſcellaneous Thoughts in Proſe and 


Verſe.—43. Remnants of Time improved.—44. Eſſay 
on the F reedom of the Will —45. Eflay of Civil Power 
in Things ſacred. 48. Eſſay on Charity-Schools 

A late publication, entitled the Doctor : PSS. Works, 


was a ſhameful impoſture. 


[x W hat occaſion had Dr. John for this farcaſun ? 


or what foundation was there for it in truth? If the 
Diſſenters had univerfally been as deſtitute of the graces 


ef language as he ſuppoſes, ſurcly they might have 
lenent ſomething from che more poliſhed compoſitions of 
the eſtabliſhed clergy, to whoſe works they were net 
C1248 - utter 


6. 
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He ſhewed them that zeal and purity might 
be expreſſed and enforced by poliſhed diction. 
He continued to the end of his life the 
reachor x [x]: of a 1 _ no aaa 
1 of 


utter Magen Bie it does not appear that in regard 
to elegance of ſtyle theſe had fa much preference, before 
Dr. #/atts's time, as the [above paragraph takes for 
granted. Divines of all parties at that period were leſs 
attentive to the graces of language than they have been 
ſince. It is certain that many writers of the chureh of 
England were chargeable with as much * coarſeneſs 
« and inelegance of ſtyle” as the generality of Diſſenters; 
as alſo that ſame Diſſenting Writers before Dr. Watts's 
time had acquired as poliſhed a diction as moſt of their 
brethren of the eſtabliſhment. _. In this view the writings 
of Dr. Bates will bear a compariſon with thoſe of any 
in his day. But be the writings of Diſſenters what 
they might, at this period, there is no evidence that 
they afterwards owed their improvement to Dr. Watts. 
Nor indeed does it appear that Dr. Watts's ſtyle alto- 
gether deſeryes the encomium here paſſed upon it. It i is 
certain that ſo me of his contemporaries in point of ſtyle 
at leaſt fully equalled him without imitating him. Sa 
did Dr. Groſvenor, Dr.  Euans, Dr. Fefter, and others. 


r] The uſe. of this term © Teacher of a congrega- 
tion,” which High-churchmen affect to apply to Diſſent- 
ing miniſters, is invidious and contemptible ; tho? in fact 
the office which it imports is truly honourable, To 
teach men the knowledge of divine things, by a conftant 
courſe of preaching, with “ fidelity and diligence,” 
and eſpecially to do it with ſucceſs, is in reality in- 

| finitely 
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= his works can doubt his: fidelity or dili- 
gence. In the pulpit, though his low ſtature, 
which very little exceeded five feet, graced 
him with no advantages of appearance, yet 
the gravity and propriety of his utterance, 
made his diſcourſes very efficacious [M]. 
once mentioned the reputation which Mr. 
Foſter [N] had gained by his proper delivery, 
to my friend Dr. Hawkeſworth, who told 


finitely more to any man's honour than to enjoy two or 
three fat benefices, or to be called right reverend fathers 
in God, and fit among the ſenators of the land, as is 
the caſe with ſome who are ſcarcely ſeen in a pulpit 
three times in the year, and therefore certainly ought not 


to be called Teachers of congregations. 


[1] «© Made his diſcourſes very, efficacious.” This 
expreſſion is not a ſpecimen of ce the graces of language” 
which this writer ſpeaks of. But the principal objection 
to it is, that it is deſtitute of theological propriety, and 
unworthy an orthodox member of the church of Eng- 
land. That which gives efficacy to the miniſtry of the 
word, Dr. Watts would have ſaid, is, not any thing i in 
the manner of the preacher, but the influence of divine 
grace, We have a yet higher authority for ſaying, 
"neither is he that planteth nor he that watereth any thing, 

but Ged that grveth the encreaſe. 


Fx] Why not Doctor Foſter? He certainly had a 
Diploma. It is much to be| queſtioned whether Dr. 
Hawkeſworth's aſſertion reſpeRing his inferiority to Dr. 
Watts, as a Rafe, be * 

me, 


me, that i in 1 art of 1 pronunciation, * 
was far inferior to Dr: Watts. ". rote 
Such was his flow of thoughts, and 
ſuch his promptitude of. language, that in 
the latter part of his life, he did not pre- 
compoſe his curſory ſermons; but having 
adjuſted the heads, and ſketched: out ſome 
particulars, truſted for ſucceſs to his extem- 
porary powers, | 1 © 
He did not endeavour to af ſt his 45 
quence by any geſticulations; for as no cor- 
poreal actions have any correſpondence with 
theological truth, he did not ſee how [they 

could enforce it [o. 

« At the concluſion of weighty anten dee 
he gave time, by a ſhort pauſe, for the proper 


| [0] It does not appear that Dr. Watts uſed us action 
in the pulpit. According to Dr. Gibbons he uſed but 
little, but it is not clear that the reaſon here aſſigned was 
a true one. Tho? it be acknowledged that © corporeal 
actions have no correſpondence with theological 
<« truth,” nevertheleſs when they are natural and un- 
affected, as they indicate the fervour of the preacher, 
they alſo have a tendency to engage the attention of the 


phearer, and thus may have their uſe as 2 means to 


« enforce?” his doctrine. | 


SS. 


impreſſion. 
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impreſſion [y]. To ſtated and public in- 

ſtruction, he added familiar viſits and per- 
ſonal application, and was careful to improve 
the opportunities which converſation offered 
of diffuſing and Wee ** Ts of | 


religion. 
By his Ae! e he was „ quick of 
reſentment ; but, by his eftabliſhed and ha- 


_ Tn he was gentle, » modeſt, and 
| inoffenſive. 


4 This 8 concerning Dr. Watts s preaching 
is taken from Dr. Gibbons, who, in the ſame, place 
(p. 144) gives an account of his manner in Prayer which 
is worthy of attention, particularly-of their's who are 
called to lead the devotions of Diſſenting Congregations. 
That Dr. Johuſpn paſſed this over in filence was pro- 
bably owing to his averſion to the Diſſenting mode of 
praying extempore.. If all who practiſe that mode imi- 
tated this great man, the principal objections againſt it 
would be removed. It will not be diſpleafing to the 
reader if the paſſage here alluded to be tranſcribed. — 
<« In prayer it might perhaps be truly faid that he ex- 
de celled himſelf, It was throughout an addreſs to 
« Deity, not in florid expreſſions, not in long and in- 
ec yolved ſentences, but in eaſy and unadorned language, 
ce and rather ſhort and weighty periods. There was an 
de extent Cin his prayers] which comprehended every 
& proper ſubject, and at the ſame time ſuch a brevity of 
« expreſſion on each of them, that at the concluſion an 

- «© hearer might find himſelf at a loſs to conceive what 
< more or leſs could have been ſaid. The like pauſes 
| * yere 
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inoffenſive. His tenderneſs [ 24 appeared in 
his attention to children, and to the poo 17. 
5 ee 


| & were obſerved by him in prayer as in preaching, if not 
<« rather longer. He was | moſt ſerious in this part of 
« ſacred worſhip.” 
[)] His tenderneſs 8 not in theſe inſtances 
only; he poſſeſſed all the ſofter affections in a high de- 
gree. Tho' he ſpent his days in celibacy he was not 
unſuſceptible of very tender impreſſions from female 
charms; witneſs his regard to Mrs. Singer, afterwards 
Mrs. Rowe, to whom, under the name of Philomela, he 
inſcribed a Poem, inſerted in his Horæ Lyrice. To 
this circumſtance Dr. Young has been ſuppoſed to refer 
in ſome well-known lines, in his 5th Satyy. The rea- 
der will here naturally recollect Dr. Watts's Ode to the 
Counteſs of Sunderland, for which he made an unneceſ- 
fary apology, which Dr. Gibbons has as unneceſſarily 
repeated, (Memoirs, p. 130) where there is a copy 
of this Ode, which is dated 1712. As it was never 
publiſhed in any of the Doctor's works, it will not 
be unacceptable here. It was written at Tunbridge 
Wills, when the Duke of Afarlborough's three daugh- 
ters were at that place, who had been celebrated by other 
bards in a manner which the Doctor thought conveyed 


no juſt praiſe. 


An Ops to the LADY SUNDERLAND, 1712. 
Fair nymph aſcend to beauty's throne, 
And rule that radiant world alone; 
Let favourites take thy lower ſphere * ; 
Not monarchs are thy rivals here. 


» Allading to her late removal from the Court of Queen Anne. 
| ; e | 1I, The 
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To the poor; while he lived in the family 
of his friend, he allowed the third part of 
his annual revenue, though the whole was 
not an hundred a year; and for children, he 

con- 


„ 
The court of beauty built ſublime 
Defies all pow'r but heav'n and time; . 
Envy that clouds the hero's ſry ß 
Aims but in vain her ſhafts ſo high. 
£2 III. 5 
Not Blenheim's field, nor I er's flood, 
Nor Standards dy'd in Gallic blood, 


Torn from the foe, add nobler grace | 5 1 
To Churchill's houſe than Shenſer's face. 


IV. 
The warlike thunder of his arms 
Is leſs commanding than her charms ; 
His lightning ſtrikes with leſs ſurpriſe 
Than ſudden glances from her eyes, 


V. 
His captives feel their limbs confin'd 
In iron, ſhe enſlaves the mind; 
We follow with a pleaſing pain, 
And bleſs the conqueror and the chain. 
VI. 
The Muſe, that dares in numbers do 
What paint and pencil never knew, 
Faints at her preſence in deſpair, 3 


And owns th' inimitable fair. 3 


On the ſight of theſe beautiful lines a certain divine 
Fon the ſelokingt ; in which it is difficult to ſay, 
whether 


W I H N O Titi 19 
condeſcended to lay aſide the ſcholar, the 
philoſopher, and the wit, to write little poems 
of devotion, and ſyſtems of inſtruction, 
adapted to their wants and capacities, from 
the dawn of reaſon through its gradations 


of advance in the morning of life. Every 
man, acquainted with the common Principles 


whether he has paid a greater complimen to the Author 
or to the rg he had celebrated. - 


While num'rous bards have founded Spenſer $ name, 2 
And made her beauties heirs to laſting fame, Y 
Her mem'ry flill to their united lays. 

Stands leſs indebted than to Watts's praiſe. | : 
What wond'rous charms muſt to that fair be given * 
Who mov'd a mind that dwelt ſo near to Heav in! 


Whatever apology any of the Doctor's grave readers 
might think neceſſary for the above piece of gallantry, 
he certainly more needed one for having in many of his 
devotional pieces, transferred his tender expreflions and 
feelings from a human beauty to a divine; which he has 
done in ſuch a manner, that he thought it neceſſary in 
his preface to the Lyric Poems, p. 23. to make the fol- 
lowing- declaration. Among the Songs that are dedi- 
& cated to divine love, I think I may be bold to aſſert, 
< that I never compoſed one line of them with any other 
«© deſign than what they are applied to here; and L have 
<« endeavoured, to ſecure them all from being perverted 
e and. debaſed to wanton paſſions, by ſeveral lines in 
ce them that can never be applied to a meaner love.” In 
a Note he apologizes for. thoſe i in particular which a are 


grounded on Solomon” 8 Songs. | . 
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20 LIFE OF. DR; WATTS, 
of human action, will 00k with SO TO 


on the writer who is at one time combating 


Locke, and at another making a catechiſm 
for children in their fourth year. 

« A voluntary deſcent from the dignity of 
ſcience is perhaps the hardeſt leflon that hu- 
mility can teac. 

As his mind was capacious, is 88 
excurſive, and his induſtry continual, his 
writings are very numerous, and his ſubjects 
various. With his theological works [&II 
am only enough acquainted to admire his 
meekneſs of oppoſition, and his mildneſs of 
cenſure. It was not only in his book but in 
his mind that orthodoxy was united with 


charity [s]. Of his philalophycal pieces, his 


Logick 


[a] Dr. Johnſon here refers to his 3 pieces in 


Theology, which in number and ſize are the leaſt con- 


ſiderable. Moſt of his theological pieces are of a devo- 
tional and practical nature. Thefe conſiſted chiefly of 


Sermons, all of which it would have been worth the 
| Biographer's while to have read and characterized. 


Ls] This book, though written with an excellent 
. and a moſt important deſign, has been held in as 
little eſtimation as any of the Doctor's pieces, having 


gone through only one edition. Bigots on all ſides {for 


ſuch there are) uſually expreſs more diſguſt at what is 


deſigned to reconcile contending parties, than at what i; 


8 * 


W T H M Or . 4 


Logick has been received into the univer- 
ſities, and therefore wants no private recom- 
mendation : if he owes part of it to Le Clerc, 
it muſt be confidered that no man whounder- 
takes merely to methodiſe or illuſtrate a 
ſyſtem, pretends to be its author. 

« Tn his metaphyſical diſquifitions it was 
obſerved by the late learned Mr. Dyer, that 
he confounded the idea of ſpace with that of 
empty ſpace ; and did not conſider that though 
ſpace might be without matter, yet matter 
being extended, could not be without- ſpace. 

Few books have been peruſed by me 
with greater pleaſure than his Improvement 
of the Mind, of which the radical principles 
may indeed be found in Loeke's Conduct of 
uw Underſtanding, but they are ſo expanded 

and ramified by Watts, as to confer upon 
him the merit of a work in the higheſt degree 
uſeful and pleaſing. Whoever has the care 
of a ee others, _ be charged E 


pointed with the n Aci 3 * 4e 
diſpoſed to give no quarter to a man who is of no-party 
becauſe he will not be of theirs. Of this Dr. Watts 
was ſufficiently ſenſible; which occaſioned that remark 
of his which Dr. Gibbons has recorded. A mpderate 
“man muſt expect a bax on both ears.” CATER 
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deficience in his Wen if this anke 15 not re- 
dee gone . 

I have thntioned has treatiſes of Theo- 
bey as diſtinct from his other productions; 
but the truth is, that whatever he took in 
hand was, by his inceſſant ſolicitude for ſouls, 
converted to Theology, As piety predomi- 
nated in his mind, it is diffuſed over his 
works: under his direction it may be truly 
ſaid, Theologiæ Philoſophia ancillatur, phi- 


loſophy is ſubſervient to eyangelical inſtruc- 


tion; it is difficult to read a page without 
learning, or at leaſt wiſhing to be better. 
The attention is caught by indirect inſtr uc- 
tion, and he that ſat down only to reaſon i 18 
on a ſudden compelled to pray [T]. 

lt was therefore [u] with great propriety 


that, 2746, he received, e e and 


11 Woah 


Is); This is a © bigh compliment 25 0 to Dc. Watts $ 
piety ; but though it is founded in truth, it is perhaps 
rather over-ſtrained. That every reader ſhould be com- 


pelled to pray is certainly an hyperbolical expreſſion. 


Query, In caſe of ſuch an impulſe what Form would be 
adopted? Fhe author muſt Tory: S 1 extem- 


| 3 prayer 4 PO 3 1 


lv) The EE 6c therefore ſhould have — omit⸗ 
hs It cannot be ſuppoſed that it was an account of 
8 the 


\ Y 


\ 
\ 


Aberdeen an unſolicited diploma, by which 
he became a Doctor of Divinity. Academical 
honours would have more value, if they 
were always beſtowed with equal judgment. 
He continued many years to ſtudy and to 
preach, and to do good by his inſtruction 
and example; till at laſt the infirmities of 
age diſabled him from the more laborious 
part of his miniſterial functions, and being 
no longer capable of public duty, he offered 
to remit the ſalary appendant to it; but his 
con Sregation would not ce the reſigna- 
tion. | 3 
« By 1 his weakneſs incr * and 
at laſt confined him to his chamber and his 
bed; where he was worn gradually away 
without pain, till he expired Nov. 25, 1748, | 
in the ſeventy- fifth year of his age. 
« Few. men haye left behind ſuch. purity 
- of character, or ſuch monuments of laborious 
piety. He has provided inſtruction for all 
ages, from thoſe who are liſping their firſt 
leſſons, to the enlightened readers of Mal- 
branche and Locke; he has left neither cor- 
the pious tendency of his writings that the Doctor re” 
ceived a Diploma, which is ufually conſidered as a teſ- 
timony of a man's literary merit, | 


„% pol 
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poreal nor ſpiritual nature unexamined ; he 
has taught the art of reaſoning and the 
ſcience of the ſtars. His character, there- 
fore, muſt be formed from the multiplicity 
and diverfity of his attainments; rather than 
from any ſingle performance ; for it would 
not be fafe to claim for him the higheſt 
rank in any fingle denomination of literary 
dignity ; yet perhaps there was nothing in 
which he would not have excelled, if he had 
not divided' his powers to different purſuits. 
i As a poet, had he been only a poet, he 
would probably have ſtood high among the 
authors with whom he is now aſſociated. 
For his judgment was exact, and he noted 
beauties and faults with very nice diſcern- 
ment; his imagination, as the Dacian Battle 
proves, was vigorous and active, and the 
ſtores of knowledge were large by which his 
fancy was to be ſupplied. His ear was well 
tuned, and his diction was elegant and co- 
pious. But his devotional poetry * like 
that of others, unſatisfactory. 
< Phe paucity of its topics enforces per- 
* repetition, and the ſanctity of the 


matter ma the.. ornaments of a, bank 
i dition. 
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diction [v]. It is ſufficient for Watts to 
have done better than athers what no man 
has done well 2 His * on other 

ſubje ts 


cr) The above paſſage relating to, deyotional poetry 
is a very extraordinary one, and the writer's remarks 
appear to be deſtitute of any ſolid foundation, What 
are there no ſacred poems which are ſatisfactory? Why 
ſo? The reaſons here affigned are ſingular and contrary 
to fact. It is ſurpriſing the writer ſhould urge © the 
<« paucity of religious topics,“ and equally ſo that he 
ſhould ſay, © the ſanity of the matter rejects the or- 
* nament of figurative dition.” There is nothing 
whatever whoſe topics are ſo various as thoſe which re- 
ligion ſupplies, or which are better adapted to admit of 
poetical images. Religion comprehends all the perfec- 
tions and works of Deity—tbe wonders of nature and 
providence—the 13 wonders of grace and redemp- 
tion the incarnation. the life, the miracles, the ſuffer- 
ings, the death and reſurrection of the Son of God the 
awful ſcenes of mortality the final reſurrection of the 
dead the ſolemnities of the univerſal judgment, and 

of an eternal ſtate of exiſtence—as well as the ſublime 
virtues of piety to God, and of benevolence to men. 
Theſe general ſubjects, with all their ſubordinates, ſup- 
ply an infinite variety of topics, and they ſeem to admit 
of a figurative diction, at leaſt equally with any other. 
Witneſs the ſublime compoſures of many of the ſacred 
writers, particularly thoſe of the prophets, in which the 
loftieſt images and the boldeſt ER are © introduced in 
_ almoſt every line. 

[wi It ſeems very ſurpriſing that the author mould 
bavs taken no notice of Dr. Watts's Tranſlation of the 

- 5 Pſalms 
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ſubjects ſeldom riſe higher than might be ex- 
pected from the amuſements of a Man of 
Letters, and have different degrees of value, 
e - "06 
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Pſalms of David, which is generally allowed to be his 
capital production in poetry, with which in point of 
utility, none of his other pieces will bear a compariſon, 
and which, conſidered as a compoſition for the uſe of 
Chriſtian Societies, may juſtly be pronounced ſuperior 
to every work of the kind. The tranſlation of Tate and 
1 Brady, and that of Merrict, are not on the whole to be 
FLY compared with this of Watts, in the uſe of which the 
4 Diſſenting congregations enjoy an advantage for ratio- | 
nal and evangelical devotion in the delightful exerciſe of 
pſalmody far ſuperior to what the Church of England 
can yet boaſt, in the few pariſhes where the wretched 
verſes of Sternhold and Hopłins are rejected. It is very 
Jurpriſing, that the governors of the Church: ſhould not 
better conſult the edification of her members. F 
hBeſides the above tranſlation of the P/alms, Dr. Watts 
compoſed a volume of Hymns and Spiritual Songs, of 
which Dr. Johnſon. has taken no notice, which though 
not equal to the former, contain many ſpecimens of ſub- 
lime and devotional poetry, well calculated for the edi- 
fication of chriſtian ſocieties, and which are highly re- 
commended by the plainneſs of the compoſition and the 
111 ſmoothneſs of the verſe. If in ſome inſtances they may 
Ci be thought leſs judicious than the P/a/ms, it ought to 
Wh he admitted: as an apology, that the author was very 
young, ſome of them being compoſed when he was ac- 
tually a ſchool boy. Many have. wiſhed that the Doctor 
333 LRN 17 5 0% on 1553 % 
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W1THAN GIST. © 
as they are more or leſs. laboured or as the 
pccanion was more or leſs favourable; to in- 

ventian. | 


in his mature age had corrected what it is ſaid 
he freely acknowledged to be faulty in fome of theſe 
compoſures. Some have aſſerted that this is what he 
intended doing, and actually had done. It may not 
be improper in this place to take notice of what has been 
lately publiſhed to the world on this ſubject, by the 
Rev. Mr. B. Williams, in his preface to his Collection of 
Pſalms. Speaking of the Doctor's unconfined charity, 
and his Swiſh to avoid every word in his poetical com- 
poſures, deſigned for public worſhip, which was likely 
to give the ſmalleſt offence to ſerious chriſtians of any 
- denomination,” he relates the following anecdote. 
When he found, in the latter part of his life, that 
* he had not been ſo ſucceſsful in this reſpect as he had 
* aimed to be, he wiſhed for nothing more ardently 
c than ſufficient health and time to reviſe both his- 
% Pſalms and Hymns, in order to render them wholly 
c unexceptionable to every chriſtian profeſſor,” This 
account he ſays, in a note, „ was received from Dr. 
« Watts himſelf, a few years before his death, by the 
© late Dr. Amory, and by him given to one of his pu- 
ce pils, who communicated it to the Editor.” He then 
ſays, © the editor has alſo good authority to add, that 
e the reviſal ſo fervently wiſhed for was undertaken and 
„ finiſhed, and would moſt certainly have been publiſh- 
c ed, had not the author's death unhappily prevented.“ 
Without impeaching this writer's veracity, the evidence 
of the fact is by no means ſatisfatory, What became of 
| the 
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vention [x]. He writes too often without 
regular meaſures, and too often in blank verſe : 
the rhymes are not always ſufficiently cor- 


the copy thus corrected? Mr, Parker, the Doctor's ama» 
nuenſis, knows of no ſuch thing, and never heard of the 
author's having ſuch a deſign; which indeed appears 
bighly improbable. A man of Dr. Watts's knowledge 

af the world could hardly expect that he ſhould be able to 
make every thing in theſe compoſures univerſally unex- 
ceptionable, as the alterations which would have gratified 
one party, would have equally offended another. 

The writer of this heard Dr. Amory relate a eonverſa- 

tion between Mr. Grove and Dr. Watts, concerning the 
Book of Hymns, which does not well agree with the 
above account. It was as follows. Mr. Grove remark- 
ed to the Doctor, that ſeveral of the Hymns laid the 
Rreſs of our redemption on the compaſſion of Chriſt, 
rather than on the love of God, and expreſſed his with 
that he would alter them in this reſpeQ, and make them 
more conformable to the ſcripture doctrine. The Doe- 
tor replied, that he ſhould be glad to do it, but it was 
out of his power, for he had parted with the copy, and 
the bookſeller would not ſuffer any ſuch alteration. 

It is remarkable, that ſo low was the author's expee- 
tation with regard to the ſuccefs of this publication, 
that, it is ſaid, he received no more than ten pounds for 
the original copy. 

[x] This account of the Doctor's poetry on . 
ſubjects, ſeems to be much below the mark, and not 
very conſiſtent with ve had . . in ſome N 
. ing paſſages. 


Eo reſpondent, 


WITH DOTiE SB. 


: reſpondent. He is particularly unhappy y[Y] 
in coining names expreſſive” of characters. 
His lines are commonly ſmooth and eaſy, and 
his thoughts always religiouſly pure; but 
who is there that, to ſo much piety and in- 
nocence, does not wiſh for a greater meaſure 
of ſprightlineſs and vigour? He is at leaſt 
one of the few poets with whom youth and 
ignorance may be ſafely pleaſed; and happy 
will be that reader whoſe mind is diſpoſed by 
his verſes or his proſe, to imitate him in all 
but his non-conformity [ z], to copy his be- 
nevolence to man, and hig reverence to God. 


[y] The contrary to this is what ſome have thought 
to be true, ſo that it might almoſt be queſtioned, whe- 
ther there be not an error of the preſs here, and that the 
word happy ſhould not be read inſtead of anhappy. 

[z] Is not- this exception, and even the mention of 


this circumſtance, a ſtriking proof of Dr. Johnfon's 


bigotted attachment to the national eftabliſhed mode or 
worſhip? * Reverence to God” ſor rather for God] 
and benevolence to man, are the two grand eſſentials of 
religion. He that poſſeſſes” theſe is a true chriſtian; 
whatever be the external mode of worſhip which he 
adopts. Neither his Conformity nor his Nonconfor= 
mity will exctude him from the divine favour, nor ought 
it to be matter of cenſure to his fellow - creatures. If 4 
man, in uniting wich any chriſtian community, appears 
to follow the dictates of his 'o6wn conſcience, and to act 
n to his principles, he deſerves the eſteem of 

"IG 
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all parties, and to object to his peculiarity of religious 
profeſſion is the mark of a little mind. | 

That Dr. Watts was conſcientious in his Noncon- 
formity there can be no doubt. Dr. Johnſon acknow- 
ledges that any nemimation of chriſtians would have 
c been glad to have received him.“ If he could have 
conformed to the national church, doubtleſs he might 
have had preferment in it equal to what ſome of his fel- 
low-ſtudents obtained. He neither had, nor could he 
expect, any ſuch emoluments among the Difſenters. On 
what principle then could he © reſolve to take his lot 
with them“ but that of conscIENCE? If he had com- 
plied with the terms of conformity while he thought 
them unlawful, he had violated his conſcience, and loſt 
his integrity. Was not his e aa then laud- 
able? 

Conſidering what the terms ut miniſterial conformity 
are, it may be juſtly queſtioned, whether if all the clergy 
were equally conſcientious, one half of them would not 
be Diſſenters. To declare an afſent and conſent to ALL 
and EVERY THING contained in the Thirty-nine Articles, 
the book of Common-prayer, &c. (which comprehend ſuch 
a prodigious number of particulars; many of them very 
diſputable, ſome of them unintelligible, and others ex- 
ploded by the wiſeſt and beſt of men) is ſuch a requiſi- 
tion as it is hard to be conceived the generality of the 
clergy-can bona fide approve. It is indeed well known 
that moſt of them, and even of the Biſhops. themſelves, 
diſbelieve ſome of the doctrinal articles of the church, 
as appears from the general ſtrain of their preaching and 

of their writings, and that they. profeſs to ſubſcribe'them 
only as articles of peace. If the terms of conformity 
were a declaration that they did not believe < all and 
every thing, &c.“ it is undeniable that many (not to ſay 
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the moſt) of thoſe that conform might very conſcienti-, 
ouſly make it. Whether therefore their ſubſcription to 
the preſent terms be conſiſtent with ſimplicity and godly 
ſincerity, it behoves them ſeriouſly: to enquire. If others 
think that ſuch a: ſubſcription: Would, in them, be a 
groſs prevarication, and rather than be chargeable! with 
it, willingly: fore-go the advantages of being in the 
church, they - ought! at leaſt to be reſpected as honeſt 
men. And if Dr. Johnſon bad ſtudied the grounds of 
Nonconformity (which he appears not to have done) he 
might have entertained a better opinion of the under 
ſtandings of Proteſtant Diſſenters as well as their inte- 
grity. But this is not the place for entering into that 
controverſy. 

With regard to Dr. Watts, ſuppoſing him to be miſ- 
taken in his judgment of the matters in debate between 
the Church of England and Diſſenters, that “ Reve- 
rence for God,” which Dr. Johnſon acknowledges he 
poſſeſſed, was the very thing which made him a Diſſen- 
ter. He made the word of God the rule of his faith and 
practice. He could not ſubmit to human impoſitions 
in matters of religion. He dared not yield to ſuch 
terms of communion as the Holy Scriptures have not 
preſcribed. His judgment did not approve many things 
which the Church of England enjoins, and his conſci- 
ence would not allow him to profeſs. to believe as true 
| what he thought to be falſe, or to practiſe as right what 
he apprehended to be wrong. Why then is he cenſured 
for his Nonconformity ? and why is it ſuggeſted that it 
would be unhappy for any to imitate him in it, though 
they ſhould be actuated by the ſame noble principles? 
An inſpired apoſtle has ſaid, Happy is he that con- 
demneth not himſelf in the thing that he alloweth.” 
And again, © This is our rejoicing the teſtimony of our 

| conſci- 
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canſcience; that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not 
with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God we have 
our converfation in the world.” The principal ſource 
of happineſs is a conſcience void of offence both to- 
wards God and towards man.“ He that has this muſt 
be © happy,” and he ought to be reſpected. Dr. John- 
fon therefore had much better have ſaid, Happy in- 
< deed is that reader who is diſpoſed by his verſes or his 
(c proſe, to imitate him in his impartial enquiry after 
ce truth, and in following the dictates of his own con- 
& ſcience, in his reverence towards God and his bene- 
< volence to men, whether he be a Conformiſt or a 
Nonconformiſt.“ 5 
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Hz Charatter of Pr. Watts as drawn 

N the Rev. and worthy Dr. Gibbons, 
who perhaps had as good opportunity of 
judging concerning it as any man now living, 
appears truly amiable and excellent. The 
ſubſtance of it is as follows. Fes His truth 
and ſincerity were very conſpicuous. In him 


—— — 4 


there was nothing that could be ſtyled art or 
deſign. —He never diſcovered in his bebaiour 


* Since this was written, this good man hast heen 
called from off the ſtage. of life. See a juſt character 
50 5 in, bis funeral Sermon by the Rev. Dr. Benjamin 

avies, © 4 Tam 


Mo or 
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or converſation any thing like an high opi- 
nion of himſelf—nor did he ſhew a diſpoſi- 
tion to traduce or depreciate the characters 
or abilities of others As to food and drinks 
he was very moderate and exemplary.— There 
was nothing in him which betrayed a penu- 
rious temper, or a deſire to lay up treaſures 
on earth. He was rich, but it was in good 
works. — He never diſcovered any thing like 
kurious zeal, or a narrow deciſive ſpirit, but 
cordially embraced all whom he eſteemed the 
genuine diſciples of his Lord ; and no party 
names, or variety, of ſentiments in matters 
of doubtful diſputation and different modes 
of worſhip, could ſeparate him in affection 
from ſüch as he Rad reafon to apprehend 
Joved our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in fincerity. — 
IIis ſotil which glowed with gratitude for the | 
favours he received from any, was allo etni. 
nent for its friendſhip. He was nobly ava- 
ticious of his tithe, and ever watchful to 
inptove it. r his character of Dr. Watts, 
none who knew him, or are acquainted with 
ks writings, will be difpoſed to call in quel- 
tion. His eminent piety and devotion "to | 
God, not Profeſſedly mentioned in "this 
chapter, the reader is to take for granted, 


and 


IO | Ci 
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and ſufficient proof, it might be thought, had 


been given elſewhere. _ 

But there was one very diſtin guiſhing 
feature in his character, which this bio- 
grapher, as well as Dt. Johnſon Has entirely 
paſſed over, tho of peculiar importance in a 
chriſtian miniſter, and that was © His rove 
or TROTH, and his freedom, impartiality, 
diligence and humility in his enquiries after 
it.” Dr. Gibbons furely could not have fail- 
ed to obſerve ſtriking p roofs of this in his 
inter courſes with him,” as 'well as in his 
writings. This omiſſion is the more ſur- 
priſing, as ſuch a man as Dr. Gibbons, who 

is the tutor of an academy, catinot but highly 
approve ſuch a character, and it may well be 
ſuppoſed would recommend the imitation of 
1t to his pup Ils. It is indeed a character 
but ſeldom to be met with, and therefore 
ought to be noticed with peculiar approba- 
tion. In Dr. Watts it was conſpicuous in a 
very eminent degree. There are many paſ- 
ſages in his writings which might be pro- 
duced in proof of it, but one extract ſhall 
ſuffice from his Inifrovenient of the Mind, a 
book on which Dr. Johnſon has palſed # 
very _ aud deſerved encomium, the with- 
D 2 - 
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out any reference to this part of the Doctor's 
character; a circumſtance not very ſur priſing 3 
in him, who was a ſlave to eſtabliſhed modes 
of faith and worſhip. N 
While you are in, ＋ after tr uth, | 
= (ſays Dr. Watts ®) in queſtions of a doubt- 
1; ful nature, or ſuch as you have not yet 
3 thoroughly examined, keep up a juſt indif- | 
ference for either ſide of the queſtion, if you, 


would be led honeſtly ; into the truth: for 4 
deſire or inclination leaning to either ſide, 


biaſſes the judgment ſtr an gely; ; whereas by 


2244 


this indifference. for every thing but truth, 
you, will be excited. to examine fair fly inſtead 


„ 


opinion 5, and; never ay A the truth of 
what their family or their country or. their, 
party profeſs. _ They clothe their minds as 

\. they do their bodies after the faſhion i in vogue, 
i nor. one of a hundred ever examines his] 
In principles. It is ſuſpected of Lukewar mneſs 
1 to ſuꝑpoſe examination neceſſary, andi it will 
we be charged as a tendency to apoſtaſy i if 1 we, 
0 80 0 to examine them. Perſons are a] - 


* 0 2 1 


Amp. of the Ming, pe 285. 3d Edit. 
0 lauded 
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planded' for preſuming they are in the Arb : 
and as Mr. Locke faith, he that conſſder e and 


o 1 


enquires into the reaſon of things is counted 
a foe to orthodoxy; becauſe poſſibly he may 
deviate from ſome of the received doctrines. 

And thus men without any induſtry or acqui- 
ſition of their own, lazy and idle as they are, 
inherit lord] truthi, 2 e. the truths" of that 
place where they live, /and are inured to aſſenit 
without evidence. This hath a long aud 
unhappy influence] for if a man can Bring 
his mind once to b poſitive and fierce for 
propoſitions whoſe evidence he hath” never” 
examined, and that in matters of the greateſt 
concernment, he will naturally follow this 
ſhort ard eaſy way of judging and believing 
in caſes of leſs moment, and build all his 
pine e inſufficient grounds. 

In determining a queſtion, eſpecially when 
it 18 a matter of difficulty and importance, 
do not take up with partial examination, but 
turn your thouglits on all ſides to gather in 
5 the light you can toward the ſolution of 

Take time, and uſe all the helps that are 
to mm attained before you fully determine. 
If it be a queſtion which is to be determined 
4 * and argument, then your exami- 

. D * nation 


= © Bak nn 8 


nation is partial. when you conſider only, 
the advantages of it, and the reaſons for it, 
and neglect to think of the reaſons againſt 
it when you reſolve to determine it by 
natural reaſon only, when you might be 
aſſiſted by ſupernatural revelation; or when 
you decide the point by ſome word or ſen-. il 
tence, or by ſome part of revelation, without 
comparing it with other parts, which might 
give further light. It is alſo a culpable par- 
tiality, if you examine ſome doubtful or hae 
tended viſion or 1 enelation without the, uſe 5 
of reaſon. 558 
Take heed leſt ſome FRE notian,. ame 

favourite hypotheſis, ſome beloved doctrine, 
or ſome common but unexamined opinion, 
be made the teſt of the truth or falſchood, of 
all other propoſitions about the ſame ſubject, 
—Take heed of receivin g any wrong turn in 
your early judgment of things; be watchful 
as far as poſſible againſt any falſe bias which 
may be given to the underſtanding, eſpecially 
in younger years. 

Fave a care of 1 your warm ** 
religious zeal in thoſe matters which are not 
ſufficiently evident in themſelves, or which 
are 985 fully and eee examined and 
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protedi for this zeal, whether right or ___ 
when it is once engaged, will have aP 


ful influence to eſtabliſh. your own-. miods-in | 


thoſe doctrines-which are really doubtful, and 


Wt ſtop up all the avenues of further light, 


This will bring upon the ſoul a ſort of ſacred 


e and dread of Hereſy; with a divine gen- 


cern to maintain whatever opinion you have 
eſpouſed as divine, tho perhaps you have 
eſpouſed it without any juſt evidence, and 
ought to have renounced. it as falſe and pers 
nicious. We ought to be zealous for the 


moſt impartant points of gur religion, and 


to contend earneſtly for the faith once de- 


livered to the ſaints; but we ought not to 


employ this ſacred fervour of ſpirit in the ſer- 


vice of article, till we have ſeen it made 
out with plair and ſtrovg conviction that it 
is a neceſſary or important point of faith or 
practice. Zeal muſt not reign over the powers 
of our underftandings, but obey them. 
Even the moſt-fublime-and myſterious doe- - 
 trines of revelation. aig; nat to be believed 
without a reaſon far ĩt ; nor ſhould our pious | 

affections be engaged in the defence of them, 


till we have plain and 2 ee . 
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The man who was capable of giving ſuch 
advice as khis for the inveſtigation of truth 
(ard many other paſſages of a ſimilar nature 
are to be found in his writings) one would 


entirely diveſted themſelves of the prejudices 


Prace whatever upon free enquiry appeared 


ſoundneſs of therr faith, to whatever cenſures 


ties, or from thoſe perſons whom he moſt 
eſteemed, and whoſe good opinion he was 
moſt ſolicitous to preſerye, 


nattirally ſuppoſe to be himſelf a ſincere lover 
of truth, and en humble impartial 
enquirer after it. And it is well known that 
his conduct agreed with the advice he gave. 
Few men have been found who have more 


of education, or who have diſcovered a greater 
impartiality of enquiry and openneſs to con- 
viction than Dr. Watts. Tho' he was not 
haſty in giving up his early opinions, and 
was very far from affecting a love of novelty 
in his religious ſentiments, it may be truly 
ſaid of him that he ſought for truth as for 
Hidden treaſures.” He was willing to receive 
light from every quarter, and ready to em- 


to be the truth, however contrary to his for- 
mer ſentiments, or to the prevailing opinions 
of thoſe in the higheſt reputation for the 


he / might be expoſed from bigots of all par- 


Accordingly 
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Accordingly it is well known that he did 
in various particulars differ in judgment from 
thoſe on the one hand who'have claimed the 
character of Orthodox, as well as from tlioſe 
on the other who have complimented them- 
ſelves with the title of Rational... He thought 
for himſelf, and called no man maſter on 
earth. Accordingly he ſhared the common 
fate of thoſe who do fo, by incurring! the 
cenſure of ſome of different parties who would 
have gloried to have had him of their own. 7 


© 
4: 


* 45 As a carthes au ſiration, a Dr. Watts" 8 
cnn and freedom of enquiry, the reader 
is referred to an Eſſay in his M. iſcellaneous 
Thoughts, No. XLIX. entitled, : The miſchief 
of warm diſputes and declamations on the con- 
troverted . of en. 1 | 
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. aurited ſentiment s concerning the Do@ring 
"of the TNINIT x, the DEITY $4 | 
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 M# agitated in the chriſtian church, there 
is deagcely; any one that has been more con: 
ſtantly ke t up, or conducted with greater 
warmth; ori wWirn a more intemperate and 
unchriſtian zeal; than that of the Trinity; or 
the Divinity o of the don and Spirit of God. 
It is unneceſſary to relate the different opi- 
nions which have been held on theſe ſub- 
jects, or to mention the names of their Aus 
thors or principal abettors. 

It is well known to moſt readers how the 
Trinitarian controverſy was revived in Dr. 
Watts's time, both among the Clergy of the 

_ eſtabliſhed church, and the Diſſenting mi- 
niſters, and to what height matters were 
carried by the contending parties. Some yet 
living well remember, what it might be 

viſned ſhould for ever be forgotten, the ani- 

7 pas A en WR ni moliticy 


en uz TRINITY, , : 


moſities which prevailed at the meetings of 
the London miniſters at Halters Hall, on 
the buſineſs of Subſcription to a Teſt pre- 
poſed for aſcertaining the orthodoxy of thoſe 
that belonged to that dn ** "a to 
theſe points of doctrine. 15 
Many of thoſe who had wo aa un: 
derſtood to believe them refuſed to ſubſerihe 
any Teſt whatever, and of this number was 
Dr. Matis, who, tho he was in the main in 
the orthodox faith, and had written in de- 
fence of it, did nat chuſ to ſet his hand to 
any human formularies, which might be the 
occaſion of invidious diſtinctions and un- 
chriſtian ſeparations among brethren-. 
In this, as well as other diſputable mat: 
ters, the natural mildneſs of his temper, and 
his enlarged charity, which was the conſer 
quence of his impartial '1nveſtigation of: io 
difficult a ſuhject. nn abt tho van of 
a moderator. | 
In his book entitled "WIR ah Gori 
united, he had a view to this doctrine among 
others, and inſerted an Eſſay to ſhew the 
room there. is for mutual enen, 
Fandour, „„ Ws | © 9: #70} 1 59 
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to call him an Arian. 57-03 


; e Logo nds 
DR. WAT'TS's LAST SrvTIMENTS 


This moderation which the Doctor pro- 


feſſed and maintained, led ſome party-zealots | 
to ſuppoſe that he had departed from the 


faith, and there were thoſe who 0670100 not 


f 


The truth of the matter was, e 80 n 


more deſerved this opprobrious name than 
thoſe who ſtigmatized him with it; tho“ it | 
muſt be owned, that his manner of conceiving 9 


and explaining ſome things relating to the 
Trinitarian doctrine was different from that 
of the «ran of —_ * were ' calied 


: orthodox. 1 2 Vis 


In the youtiger pant off Bfeihe lava 
embrace the- doctrine as it had been com. 


moenly ſtated; and had no Shiection to the 
uſual modes of ex preſſion in relation to it. 
But, as it was not his character to take any | 
« thing upon truſt, he indulged a freedom of 


enquiry with reſpect to this ſubject of debate, 


as well as every other, and the conſequence 
Was, he faw- reaſon to alter his views con- 


* 
* 


cerning a 
With what feriouſnels Oy | hnrlley he 
conducted his enquiries, and how earneſtly 


he deſired to know the truth, appears from 


a piece found among his manuſcripts, entitled 
Solemm 


ON THE TRINITY.” 1 67 45 


1 
f 
> © 


A PRs Adareſe to the great and euer.-blgſed 
God, &c. which, 3 is printed in the fourth vo- 
lume of his works, and of which we ſhall 


her cafter give a copy at length. | 

It has been confidently . aſſerted ths Ge 
Anti- trinitarians a that the Doctor before his 
death was come over to their party, and that 
he left ſome papers behind him, containing 
a recantation of his former ſentiments, which 
his executors thought it moſt prudent. to 
ſuppreſs. A report of this kind was lately 
revived, with the mention of ſome remark- 
able eircumſtances in confirmation of it, in 


HP"! 


the Monthly Review, of which x we ſhall take 
ſome diſtinct notice hereafter. a> fi NR 
Some zealous. patrons of the moſt rigid 
orthodoxy; unwilling to have ſo eminent a 
divine as Pr. Watts. numbered among the 
apoſtates from it, have zealouſly maintained 
ſuch reports as the above to be mere fictions; 55 
others have allowed that he might have ex- 
| preſſed himſelf unguardedly, and that he had 
adopted ſome modes of ſpeech inconſiſtent 
with. his former views on the ſubject ; but | 
have endeayoured 1 to exculpate him by 0 : 
the decay; of. his faculties, thro age and_ins. 

55 reer den to Rugs, . others. Hark 
eee By nh ao 
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Allowed that he had indeed for a time given 
into Anti-trinitarian ſentiments, but that be- 
fore his death he was happily recovered to i 
the right faith. As a proof of tlie reality * z 
his ere one Mr. Teplady, in a periodi- 1 
cal publication, was rafh enough to print a 
Hymn of the Doctor's on the Deity of Chriſt, 
which he fancied bore the evident marks of 
che infirmities of age. But unhappily for 
this writer theſe were in reality tlie infirmities 
of youth: for this Hymn was actually iri- 
ferted in the firſt Edition of the Lyric Poms, 
and by the author himſelf left out of the 
fabfequent ones. This circumſtance Dr: 
Gibbons has particularly mentioned, with 4 
ſevere and juſt cenſure of Mr. Taylach, both 
for his temerity in publiſhing this Hymn 
the production of the author's 6kd age, and 
4115 for his groundleſs aſſertions reſpecting 
tlie decay of his mental RS 
Dr. Gibbons However has taken care to 
aid ſaying any thing which might kad to 4 
diſcovery with reference to any alteration of 
Dt. Vatiss ſentiments about the Trinity; 
whieh-occaſioned ſome unknown writer" td 
altreſs to him a Letter in che Weftm 2 
Tyne, of which it may ne of be amiſs 60 


irrer '#copy, which is as follows. 
4 To 


n ira INI y. AC ap 


97 oor, rey V% e e hide 
40 re the Rev, Di. GTB BOWS: : 


1 F ky 3 A TH 7 1 
4 \ 44 j ei] © 4 4 — ; >. „55331 3 


cc 9 Bi. fr FTE BITIY ERS £ FF? 7 
CI 


N vou * Memoirs“ of the MAE 195 
I and excellent Dr! Warts, you ceftanty 
did | right in atterttptifig to rectify any mitf- 
takes into which the Public had Beek fed, coft- 
cerning him or his writirigs, by any erröttecis 
accounts iffued from the is of ignorait of 
evil-defignitis men. I W was gl id to fintl that 
you had fo well refuted te idle ſtories which 
have been i generally reported and Coded 
concerning the Doctors < 1618 of his 11 


1 f jy 4 f FY 


* 
tellects“ in the latter part of his life, an an 

Kt: LI I 
1 ſtrange chimeras of fancy,” W. ich 2 
late Biographer (you, ay Mr. Toplady) hat | 
retatled much to his difadyantage. age. Ty Fas al lo 


glad that you. Bade ex poſed a a palp able * miſtake 
(if not pious. fraud) of. dh An writer, re- 


ſpecting a poetical p icte of i th e Doctor {$i on 
the Sufferings and 1075 7 "as one 


of the lateſt of his comp 50 ſures, p 50 
But I am greatly. on to © F "tl that 


vou have paſſe d over ide ee 4 5 
of far greater moment can either "of theſe, 9 
which tlie fame vrtiter RUSH, wi Equal 

confidence 
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confidence, in the very ſame paper ; and for 
the ſake of which alone this Poem is intro- 
5 duced. He tells us, that the Doctor had 
. fallen into erroneous notions with reſpect to 
Fig the Doctrine of the Trinity but that God 
had mercy upon him before he left the world, 
and recovered him to the orthodox faith :” 
and as a proof of this he produces the above 
Hymn, which he ſays, eto the beſt of his 
knowledge, - had never before. appeared in 
print, and which ſeems, from the unfiniſhed 
ſtate in which he left it, to have been one of 
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0 the laſt products of his poetical] pen. Give WF 
i me leave, Sir, to ſay, that it appears to me, 1 
. and others of your readers, very extraordi- 1 
FA nary that you ſhould have thought it worth t 
your while to animadvert (and that with f 

ſome degree of ſeverity) upon a chronological ¶ t 


error of ſuch ſmall importance in itſelf, and 
to uſe ſo many words to ſatisfy us that the tl 
Doctor wrote this piece in early life, and to I * 
account for its being omitted in the later 
editions of his Poems; and yet that you 
ſhould not have ſaid one word” reſſ pecting 
$ the grand matter of fact for the ſupport 
of which this piece is produced, and for 
Which only the lateneſs off its date 1 Is aſſerted, 


os, From 
% 8751 Vat TC 3 
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From your total ſilence with regard to the fact 
itſelf, your Readers, who have ſeen Mr. 
Ti oplady's account, are not merely left in a 
ſtate of ſuſpenſe; but, as you have, by 
proving the early date of this Poem, removed 
his only argument that Dr. Watts was re- 
covered from his ſuppoſed errors before his 
death, you have left us to conclude that he 
died in them: and, moreover, by maintaining 
« the ſoundneſs of his intellects, you have 
deprived his friends and admirers of a plea 
which has often been charitably* urged in 
his favour. Thus have you left the Sa- 
bellians' to trumph, as having the mature 
judgment, the dying ſentiments of the learned, 
the pious, the impartial Watts on their ſide; 
for his later publications ſeem moſt to. favour 


| the © Sabellian' ſcheme. 
It has been pretty at a Ahe 
the Doctor left ſome papers to be publiſhed 
after his death, containing his laſt ſentiments 
on that ſubject, which had been the object of 
his laborious and impartial enquiry through 
a great part of his life; but his Executors 
thought it moſt prudent to ſuppreſs, if not 
deſtroy them. The Public have a right to 
ak Jou, Sir, what was the real matter of 
E „„ 
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fact You juſtly obſerve, that ©* perſons who 
attempt to communicate to the public the 
-memoirs of deceaſed perſons, ought to make 3 
themſelves. acquainted with their writings, Ml 
dates, &c. And ſurely thoſe who write the 
lives of eminent Divines, ſhould be acquaint- Wi 
ed with, and ready to communicate, wliat 
was moſt remarkable concerning their reli- 
n gious ſentiments, and the reſult of their en- 
quiries after TRxuTa: an object, let me ſay, 
of far greater importance, and more worthy 
of being known, than the higheſt degree of 
« poctical' merit. It would not be a mere 1 
matter of © curioſity' to know the laſt ſenti- 
ments of ſo great and good a man as Dr. 
Watts, with regard to the Trinity; but it 
would have had a very important tendency to 
aſſiſt others in forming their judgment on 
ſuch a capital article of Chriſtian faith. 
would likewiſe tend to remove the prejudices, 

and abate the cenſures, of many againſt 
thoſe, who cannot aſſent to the popular opi- 
nions (or rather the popular phraſeology) 
to be informed (if indeed it be fo) that even 
Dr. Watts himſelf, who had been under ſtrong fl 
and carly prejudices in their favour, and had 
vritten in defence of them, was obliged at 

Ae - length 
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W icnoth to give MEIN Up. As, 6r-the other 
hand, if it be true (as Mr. lac Arens) 
that tho” this etnittent Divine Had departed 
from the Catholic Hoctrine for 4 time, he 
Was rectaimed Before he died; the kriowledge 
ot it, together with the occafiontiof his fall, 
and the meafis of his recovery, inglit be in- 
atrumental to guard others againift, And red. 
cover them from, the ſame erronedh#/bfinions. 
; After all that you have told us concern- 
F ing your great intimacy with Dr. Es, and 
your minute acquaintance with the circum- 
ſtances of his death, (even to the appearance of 
his corpſe in the coffin) it cannot be ſuppoſed 
that you ſhould be a ſtranger to this affair. 
And give me leave to ſay, that candour and 
Wy juſtice call upon you to declare what you 
know concerning it. Vou tell us of the 
Doctor what is much to his honour, (p. 1361 
that thoſe prime and radical conſtituents 
of a truly good character, Truth and 
* Sincerity,” were very conſpicuous in him; 

and that you neuer obſerved him, in any of 
his converſes, in the leaſt degree afſect to 
conceal or diſguiſe any ſenti mental differences = 
in religion between himſelf and others; but 


on "Op 6ther hand, he appeared: quite open 
E 2 | and 
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an occaſion offered. ny! Why then ſhould his 


« open and free Serre relpeting. the 
ſubject, of this Letter is eſſentially neceſſary 
to your ſupporting the character of which 
you are juſtly ambitious, the diſciple and the 


is the wiſh, of, 
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ing the — done within any ſhort 
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and free to a declaration of them, whenever 


4 


4 1 * o 


friend of Dr. Watts ; which, that you may. 


\ 3 
p 
1 : 


Rev. Sir, 


11% 11 Your obedient ſervant, 


ee ee 
W—m—r, Nov. 7, 1780. | | | 


4 * 


To this letter the good Doctor did not 


think proper to give any anſwer. Nor has n 


he, nor any one elſe, refuted the aſſertions 
above referred to. From hence many will N h. 


be inclined to give them credit. tn 


But tho it is undeniable that the Doctor hi 


did not continue in the ſame views of the pe 
ſubject which he entertained in the early part 


of his life, there is no deciſive evidence that 
he materially altered his ſentiments concern: 


a. 


4 ſpace 
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Mace of his death; adi it is highly improbable 
that he ſhould. - He had for many years: 
made this point the ſubject of his laborious 
and impartial ſtudy; and within about two: 
years of His diſſolution he publiſhed the re- 
ſult of his enquiries, from which it is ſcarcely: 
credible that he ſhould i in ſo ſhort a a tim bing tg 
greatly deviatec. 

Dr. Watts died Nov. 255 my 1155 book 
entitled Uſeful and I. mportant Nuno concern- 
ing Feſus Chriſt the Son sf God, is dated 1746. 
And the ſamèe year, (moſt pr obably towards 
the cloſe of it) he printed another work, in 
which he further illuſtrates and defends his 
opinion concerning the perſon of Chriſt, en- 
titled The Glory of yon as 5 God-man a: Un 
played, &c. | 

Conſidering how m years the Doctor 
had made this ſubject is ſtudy, how delibe- 
rate he was in forming his ſentiments, and 
how cautious he was of publiſhing them to 
the world, it ſeems moſt natural to look for 
his laſt ſentiments on this much diſputed 
point in theſe two pieces and the rather as 
the book which was written againſt him on 
the Arian ſide by Mr. 7 omkins (which might 
be thought moſt. likely to have made him a 
E 3 | convert, 
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convert, if he had been one) was n 


might juſtly be conſidered as Dr. Watts 8 laſt 
thoughts on the ſubject of the Trinity. 


hypotheſis, for he expreſſes himſelf ſtrongly 


| ſiſtent with either. But it muſt at the ſame 


ceived opinions, concerning the Son and 


Spirit of God, tho' he maintained the true 


Park o or an Hidian, concerning the plain ſenſe of ſerip⸗ 


previous to sither of theſe * 0 

It ig certain theſe pieces i l laſt | 
authentic account of his ſentiments, as avow- 
ed by himſelf, and therefore till ſome deciſive 
proof be brought of a ſubſequent recantation, 
the view which theſe books give of the matter, 


From theſe it is abundantly evident that he 
had not given into the Arian. or Socinian 
againſt both, and maintains poſitions incon- 


time be allowed that he evidently. appears to 
have deviated: from the moſt .commonly. re- 


Divinity of both, which. he did upon ſuch 
grounds as he thought, beſt ſecured every 
1 ee to the locine and molt effec- 


* The Tide of this — * was * Sober Appeal 1 4 


ture relating withe Trinity. Being an Anfwer to Dactor 
J. Watts's late book entitled The Chriſtian Doctrine of 
the Trinity, &s. aſſerted and proved by plain evidence 
of feripture without the aid or . of human 


. * tuall 


nr DRINEDY:) 8 
FE tally obriated the ing of its oppo 


F nents. = 7 
. It is true, ne both ang the 8 
and the Heterodox conſidered him as having 
in theſe publications given up the point; the 
former becauſe he differed from them in his 
manner of explaining it, and the latter be- 
cauſe he admitted the force of ſome of their 
objections to it, and freely gave up what he 
thought untenable, and perhaps eſpecially 
becauſe he exerciſed more eandour towards 
them than the defenders of the Trinitarian 
doctrine had uſually done. But it is exceed - 
ingly ſtrange that the friends of orthodoxy 
| ſhould diſown a man as a brother, and con- 
ſider 1 as an * and an e 


re. 


ferent et rer e maintains them 
on different grounds. And it is . equally 
ſtrange, at leaſk equally unwarrantable, that 
the patrons of hereſy (as it has commonly 
been called) ſhould infiſt upon it that a man 
is on their ſide merely becauſe he does not go 
all the lengths of their opponents, or yields 
to the force of ſome of their objections: but 
more eſpecially that they ſhotild draw ſuch 
an inference from the candour he exerciſes to 

; a 4 | them : : 
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them: but moſt of all that they ſhould take 
occaſion from the moderation of any one 
who profeſſes himſelf orthodox in the main, 
to infinuate any thing to his diſadvantage 
in point of ſincerity. Thus it was with 
reſpect to Dr. Watts, and thus it has been 
with ng 05 to others . nk like moderate 
principles . 10 600 . 
It is ſirprifing tat ere Fe! 1 FR ch 
ſtreſs upon candour, and are ſo ſevere againſt 
bigotry, ſhould themſelves at ſo uncandid a 
part. Nothing is more common: than for 
thoſe who call themſelves rational, to con- 
demn the bigotry of the orthodox, for their 
ſtrenuous adherence to every Iota in the or- 
thodox ſyſtem, and their want of charity to: 
würds thoſe who differ, which they will ſay 
might be exerciſed conſiſtently with the firmeſt 
attatchment to orthodoxy ; and yet if any of 
the orthodox Thew / themſelves ready to make 
ſome abatements, and appear to exerciſe can- 
dour towards thoſe of different ſentiments, 
theſe gentlemen will have it that they muſt, 
in their hearts, . = their ſide and imprdch 


1 
= — 


1 * Dr. Deddridge vas: Wh this predicament. See the 
notice he takes of it in 4 Letter of © which Mr. ON 
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ſaered doctrines of the goſpel, 


Candaur, Ke. 
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their ſincerity in not joining their party; | 
which they are willing to attribute to a 


ſordid attachment to their ſecular intereſt, 
or to any thing rather than to a real moderu- 
tron in principle, of which bigots on both 
ſides ſeem to deny the exiſtencte. 
Whether there be in reality ſuch a We 


ration, by which both Orthodoxy and Charity 


may be maintained *, and what. that is, may 
poſſibly appear from a repreſentation of Dr. 
Watts's ſentiments as contained in his two 


laſt publications now mentioned; which thro 


the intemperate zeal of oppoſite parties ſeem 
not to have met with the attention they de- 
ſerved, and to be now but little no m. 

The Preface to the firſt of the above Pieces 
we ſhall here tranſeribe at length. It is 
as follows. It cannot be of much im- 
portance for the reader to be informed who 
was the writer of theſe papers: yet if it will 
be any ſatis faction, the author himſelf pre- 
ſumes to ſay, It is one who has ſpent many 
years of his life in diligent enquiries into the 


and laborious ſearch of the Holy ſcriptures ; 


See 2 late able performance, entitled Primitive 


nor 


88 DR. WAT TS's tisr SZNTIMENTS 


nor is he aſhamed to add, with continual ap- 
for the inſtruction of his Holy Spirit, that 
he might better underſtand the things diſs 
covered in his word. He alſo takes the free- 
dom to ſay theſe papers are the product of that 
part of his life when his powers gf, mind and 
body | Were in full di gon The author has 
ſometimes been ready to ſuppoſe, that ſeveral 
of the Queſtions here propoſed may be very 
uſeful towards the further explaining ſome of 
thoſe parts of ſcripture which:have been leſs 
ſtudied, eſpecially concerning God the Father, 
arid the Divine and human natures, of his San 
Jeſis Obriſt, whom to know, to truſt in, 
and to love, is eternal life: and he thinks he 
can ſafely appeal to God concerning the 
Honeſty and ſincerity of his own endedvours, 
to give a faithful anſwer to all theſe enquiries, 
according to the (cleareſt. . be . find 
in the Holy ſcriptur es; Aa 
He has one favour to beg of h his W 
and that is, that they would not examine any 
of theſe en by the mere dictates of their 


* 11115 15 is a ſuffcient anſwer to thole who IT ex- 
2 the Doctor for his deviation from the beaten 
track by urging the decay of his faculties, 2 . 


own 


n ARE TRINAIT/Y« .*: a9 
own' reaſoning! powers, for the ſubject” is a 
mere matter of divine revelation; nor that 
they would take the ſentiments or ſchemes of 
elder or later writers, whether Schoolmen or 
Fathers, or Divines of any party, for a per- 
fect teſt of truth and or ee in theſe acre 
ſubjeats, | 

yet he freely al delightfully n 
theſe following articles borrowed from the 
Athanafian Creed, vin. We believe and 
« confeſs the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the Son of 
« God is both God and Man; God of the 
« ſame ſubſtance with the Father, a Man of 
© the ſubſtance of his mother, Born into the 
world, perfect God and perfect man; of 
* a reaſonable foul, and human fleſh ſub- 
< fiſting eagerber: Equal to the Father, as 
touching his Godhead, and yet inferior to 
the Father, as touching his manhood: 
One, not by converſion of the Godhead 
into the fleſh, but by taking of the man- 
hood into God, fo as to become one - perſonal 
agent or one perſon : and as the reaſonable 
ſoul and fleſh ĩs one man, ſo God and man 
are one Chriſt, who e 1 our al 
$; vation,” . 
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<« Tho'I freely and chearfully acknowledge 
all this, yet I take no human writings for a 
teſt of the divinity or truth of my opinions: 
And I could wiſh all my readers would lay 
aſide all other teachers, beſides the mere 


writers of tlie Holy Scriptures, in ſuch en- 


quiries, where the light of theſe divine truths 
will alſo ſhine brighteſt, which are not to be 
known by the mere light of nature, but are 
entirely to be learned by the revelation of 
God to his Son Jeſus en 8005 to his 1 


apoſtles. 
And if this bee bs as purſiied; 


the author humbly hopes theſe papers may 


find acceptance among the diligent and honeſt 


enquirers after truth, ſo far at leaſt. as to 


have his unwilling miſtakes: pitied and for- 


given, and his ſincere endeavours accepted; 
to make known the ſcriptures to his fellow- 


_ chriſtians in thoſe important articles that re- 


late to God the Father and his Son Jeſus Chrift 
our Lord, which are of ſo much importance 
toward our ſalvation. +. + IDs 

e Yet finally to avoid all ns and 


dangers of miſtake, I think it may be proper 
here to take notice, that there have been gene- 


rally two ways among our Prote/ant Divines 
allowed 
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allowed to explain the Filiation or Sonfhip 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in his Divine na- 
ture; the one is, the real and -ſupernatural, 
which is granted to be utterly incomprehen- 
| ſible, relating chiefly to the nature of the 
Father and the Son; the other is ſcriptural 
and economical, relating. chiefly to their 
characters or offices in our falyation, which i 1s 
more eaſy to be underſtood. Vs 

« I muſt acknowledge, I incline moſt to 
the ſecond, becauſe this allows. the moſt per- 
fect equality, even Oneneſs or Sameneſ 1 in the 
Godhead, whether applied to the Father or 
the Son, and thus it maintains the true God- 
head itſelf to be underived and ſelf-exiſtent 1 in 
both; and upon this ſuppoſition I believe the 
reel of theſe; writers have been always 
E eſteemed perfectly ſound and orthodox as well 
as the firſt.” 

In this preface, as there are the ftriking 
evidences of the greateſt humility and can- 
dour, as well as the moſt ardent love of truth, 
ſo the intelligent reader, who 1 is at all verſed 
in the Trinitarian controverſy, will eaſily per- 
ceive that Dr. Matts differed from the gene- 
rality of the orthodox, who maintain © that 
I enn as 5 God was the Soll of. the Father, 


5 derived 
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* derived from him or begotten by him, and 
ee therefore really a diſtinct perſon, or agent 
« from the F ather, but Ms equal to 
“ him in all perfeQions ;” and that his idea 


of the Divinity of Chrift Was, © that the 
Godhead, the Deity i tfelf, prrſmalh aifti nguiſhed 
| as the FATHER, was united to the man Chri ft 
Jeſus, in conſequence of tohich union, or in- 


| dwellin g of the Godhead, he became Properly 
God *. Andit is evident from the ſequel 


of this performance, and from a ſubſequent 
publication, he conceived this union to have 
ſubfiſted before the Saviour's appearance in 
the fleſh, and that the human foul of Chrift 
exifted with the Father from before the founda- 


tion of the world; on which ground he main- 
tains the real deſcent of Chriſt from heaven 


to earth, and the whole ſcene of his humili⸗ 
ation, which he thought incompatible with 
tlie common opinion concerning him. 
As to the Holy Spirit the Poctor ſeems not 
to have held the common notion of his real 
perſonality, as diffin&t from the F wt, fuß. 


* Dr. Daddridge PSY 1 Py held the Sag ſenti 


ments, which, were late revived in a ontroverſy oeca- 
| ſianed by : 2 publication of the late, re Benjamin Tama, 
entitled Candid Re — * 


poſing 
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penn it to mean che divine power or in- 
fluence, or God himſelf as exerting his in- 


fluence. But we have now particularly to do 
with the perſon of Ch, which is the prin- 
cipal ſubject of the e ag n under 


conſider ation 


It is no part of pls aug ign to * or 
confirm the Doctor's opinions on this point, 
but merely to repreſent them, and ſhew wherein 
they differed from the generality of other or- 
thodox divines, and to give a brief view of the 
arguments by which he ſupported them. 

In his Important Queſtions concerning Feſus 
the Son of God, the Firjt which he propoſes 
is this What is the true meaning of 
« the Name Son of God, given to Chriſt in 
the New Teſtament; and eſpecially where 
« the belief of it is made ng to . 
« vation?“ 8 

In FI. 1 thay various baue given 
to this term by different writers, and obſerves, 
that the firſt of them is patronized by many, 
viz. that it includes an eternal uncon- 
ceivable generation of the perſon of the 
Son by the perſon of the Father, in the 
ſameneſs of the Divine eſſence; econſub- 
ſtantial, eoequal, and coeternal with- the 
£ Father.” 


wo 


But 


But Tam perſuaded (ſays he) this can 


anathema upon them.“ 
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never be the ſenſe of this name in thoſe 
ſeveral texts before cited [where believing 
in the Son of God is ſaid to be neceſſary to 


ſalvation] for (1) If this be never ſo true, 


yet it is confeſſed to be unconceivable: 2 
and I do not think the gracious God would 


put ſuch a difficult teſt upon the faith of 


young diſciples, poor illiterate men and 
women. (2) Nor is this clearly enough re- 
vealed for us to make it a fundamental 


article in any age, and to damn all who do 


not receive it .—(3) There have been ſome 


pious and learned men in ſeveral ages, who 
have acknowledged Chriſt's true Godhead, 


and yet have ſuppoſed that the Sonſhip of 


Chriſt referred rather to his human nature, 


or to his office of Meſjiah, than to ſuch an 
eternal generation.—There are ſome ſuch 
in our age, and I will never pronounce an 


> 454 


After having mentioned ſeveral other Pa ſes 


in which the term Son of God is uſed in ſcrip- 


ture, he. ſpeaks. of this laſt, as what he be- 


lieves to be its moſt common aeceptation, 


(p. 16, ) eſpecially where the belief of it 3 
made * to ſalvation. Haiti ink 2, 


1270 urged 


* 
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urged ſeveral arguments to confirm this ſenſe, 

he ſtates ſome, objections & 3, and produces 
various paſſages from ſeri pture in Which 
© Chriſt is called the Son of God, and God is 


ſaid to be his Fatber, wherein we cannot 
© ſuppoſe the Godhead of Chriſt is or can be 
* defigned, v. g. 


made a ſtrange inference, and charged Chriſt 
with making himſelf equal to God, be- 
* cauſe he called God his Father, he anſwer- 


* Father do, &c. This is not an expreſſion 

« eternal God, or that grants their inference ; 
for it is plain that this expreſſion repreſents 
him under a degree of impotence and de- 


* ſelf. Nay this contradicts their inference, 


. than confirms or allows it. The ſenſe of this 
expreſſion may be learned from John viii. 38. 


paragraph to (ver. 30.) which ſeem ſuperior 


W hich "ROY har dly have been PIN to 
F Chriſt 


John v. 18, 19. When the * had 


© ed, Verily verily J ſay unto you, the Son can 
© do nothing of himfelf, but what he ſeeth the 


* which repreſents the Son as the true and 


* pendence ; that he could do nothing of him 


and denies his equality with God, rather 


Tho' there are ſome expreſſions in that 


to the character of any mere creature, and 


— 


. 
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[Chriſt the man, as not united to Godhead; 


_ 


c 


c 


3 


C 


| throughout repreſented as dependent on the 


idea of ſupreme Godhead, if chat were in- 

John v. 30. T can of mr do ed 
I ſeek not mine own will. (vi. 38.) I came 
down from heaven not to do mine own will but 
' the coil of him that ſent me. 
not ſound like the language of Godhead, 


can do all things of itſelf, and by its own f 


the Son alſo himſelf be ſubje& to him, that 


of too much inferiority for Godhead. The 


18 is originally and necellanly Lord of all, and 


yet Chriſt conſidered as the Son of God is 


Father for all, and receiving all from the 
Father, which i is hardly conſiſtent with the 


cluded in Sonſhip. | „ 1 


This does 


which is ſupreme and independent, and 


will. Ch. xiv. 28. My Father 7s greater 
than T. ver. 31. As the Father gave me com- 
mandment even fo I do. Ch. xvii. 5. Father 
glorify me, &c. Mark xiii. 32. Of that day 
and hour knoweth—not the Son, but the Fu- 
ther, &c. &c. All this implies inferiority 
and dependence. 1 Cor. xv. 38. Ther: ſhall 
God may be all in all. This is a character 
argument ſtands thus: If the Son of God 
be-true God, conſidered as a Son, then he 


« if 


A 
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it mud be nad it 1s by bis own voluntary 
condeſcenſion that he is ſo far depreſſed and 
humbled by the economy as to become the 


Father's deputy and vicegerent, and when 


that economy ceaſes, he is of courſe exalted 
to his equality with the Father, and to his 


eſſential. and natural Lordſhip overall. But 


the repreſentation of St. Paul is juſt the 
contrary. In many parts of his writings, 
particularly Phil. ii. he ſhews that the Son 


of God is not depreſſed but exalted by the 


cxconomy to the kingdom. And he tells 
us in this text that when the Son gives up 
this economical kingdom, he comes again 
into ſubjection: then ſhall the Som himſelf 
be ſubject to the Father ; which plainly ſhews 
that, conſidered as a Son, he is naturally 


ſubject to the Father, and that at the end 


of this ceconomical exaltation he ſhall re- 
turn to his natural ſubjection and ſhall be 
ſo for ever, when God appears all in all. 

This text will not prove that Chriſt is 
not God, for he is ſo BY PERSONAL UNION 
to the divine nature: he is God mani feſt in 
the fleſh. He is God and man in one com- 
plex perſon. But this text, I think, does 


prove that his Sonſbip doth: not include 


e © Godheall. 
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© Godhead. In this and many other texts 
his Sonſhip may be better referred to his 


A, 


inferior nature, or to his offices. And this 
will free us from thoſe embarraſſments to 
* which we have been driven, to keep up the 
* ſablime idea of Godhead in theſe ſcriptures 


1 


time carry ſo much of — and in- 
feriority in them.. | 


The Doctor's Third queſtion, (hich Jeads 


to the diſcovery of his opinion concerning the 
pre-exiſtence of the human ſoul of Chriſt) is 
this, Could the Son of God properly enter 
into a Covenant with his Father, to do and 
«© ſuffer what was neceſſary to our re— 
«© demption, without a human ſoul?“ 
© Tt is granted (ſays he) that the generality| 

* of our chriſtian writers believe that it was 
only the divine nature or Godhead of Chriſt 
© which had an exiſtence before he was cot!- 
« ceived of the Virgin Mary, and became in- 
© carnate ; yet whenſoever they would repre- 
© ſent the exceeding great love of the Fatlie! 
in ſending his Son into our world, that ft 
© might ſuffer and die for us, and deſcribe 
the tranſcendent love of Chriſt, in comiꝶ 
into che na and fubmitting to death fo 
c 0 f 


by 


which call him a Son, and at the ſame | 


J — ei,, . 
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our ſakes, they uſually repreſent it in ſuch 
language as can never agree with his Divine 
© nature, in any propriety of ſpeech, but 
« only to the pre-exiſtent human ſoul of 
_* Chriſt, with its deſcent into fleſh and blood, 
and the ſufferings of this human ſoul for 
Fus. And it is evident that the ſcripture 
© itſelf leads them plainly to ſuch a repre- 
« ſentation of things ſo that they are led by 
© the force of truth into ſuch expreſſions as 
© are hardly eau with their own pro- 
« feſſed opinions.” He here quotes ſome 
paſſages from Mr. FJavel and others, which 
| ſpeak of the abaſement of Chriſt, and the 
| humiliating change which he paſſed thro”, 
which are totally inapplicable to Godhead. 
© Now if we ſuppole (ſays he) the human 
* ſoul of Chriſt to have a pre-exiſtent ſtate 
of joy and glory with the Father before the 
world was created, theſe expreſſions are 
great and noble, are juſt and true, and 
have a happy propriety in them to ſet forth 
the tranſcendent love of the Father in ſend- 
ing his Son, and of the Son of God in 
coming from heaven and leaving the j Joys 
* and glories of his Father's immediate pre- 
ſence, to take on him fleſh and blood, and 
ET - « ſuffer 
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© ſuffer ſhame, ſorrow, pain, anguiſh of fleſh 
and ſpirit, ſharp agonies and the pangs of 
death. And this love is exceedingly en- 
hanced while we conſider that this human 
ſoul of Chriſt was perſonally united to the 
divine mature, ſo that hereby Gop himſelf 
becomes manifeſted in the fleſh. 

But on the other hand, if we ſuppoſe 
nothing but the pure divine nature of Chriſt 
© to exiſt before his incarnation, then all theſe 
<© expreſſions ſeem. to have very little juſtice 

or propriety in them: for the divine nature 
of Chriſt (how diſtinct ſoever it is ſuppoſed 

* to be from God the Father) yet can never 

© leave the Father's boſom, can never diveſt 
ſitſelf of any one joy or felicity that it was | 
ever poſſeſſed of; nor could God the Father | 
ever diſmiſs the divine, nature of his Son 
* from his boſom. Godhead muſt have eternal 
« and.complext beatitude and glory, and can 
never be diſpoſſeſſed of it. Godhead can 
ſuſtain no real ſorrow or ſufferings. Neither 
© could the human nature leave the boſom of 

* the Father if it had no prior exiſtence.— 

* But now if we conceive the ſoul of Chriſt 
© in its pre-exiſtent ſtate, as the firſt born of | 


0 every creature, to come forth from the Fatber | 
« and 
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and come into the world-( John xvi. 28 ) to! 


part with the glories and joys it poſſeſſed, 
to dwell in a feeble manſion of fleſh, of - 


pain and ſorrow, and ſuſtain the pangs of 


ft 


a curſed death, &c. this is amazing love in- 
« deed ;- this has a ſurpriſing and ſenſible. rea- 
lity in it, and ſhould awaken all the powers 


of our ſouls to admire and adore both God 


the Father for ſending him, and his Son 


for conſenting to ſuch abaſement. 


There is another and a very remar kable 


inſtance, wherein our Proteſtant divines, 
in a very juſt and affecting manner repre- 
ſent the COVENANT of REDEMPTION, be- 
to 8 upon ths, ſuppoſition of the 
pre- exiſtence of Chriſt's human ſoul: But 


aecording to the common or ſcholaſtic ex- 
plication of the doctrine of Perſons in the 


Trinity, we can have no ideas under all 


their glorious and affectionate repreſenta- 


tions of this tranſaction, 


The common or ſcholaſtic explication of 
the Trinity, which has been long and uni- 


verſally received and been called orthodox, 


is, That God is but one ſimple, infinite 
and eternal ſpirit: Hence it follows, that 
7, IM „ the 


* 
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* the divine eſſence, powers, and eſſential pro- 
: perties of the Father, the Son, and the Spi- 
© rit in the Godhead are numerically the very 
* ſame. That it is the ſame numerical con- 
© ſciouſneſs, underſtanding, will and power, 
< which belongs to the Father, that belongs 
© alſo to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
and that the ſacred three are diſtinguiſhed 
only by the ſuperadded relative properties 
© of paternity, filiation and preceſſion; but 
their thoughts, ideas, volitions and agen- 
© cies, according to this ' hypotheſis, muſt be 
the very ſame numerical thoughts, &c. in 
all the three. 
The Dr. then proceeds to give an extract 
from a ſermon of Mr. Flavel, which he highly 
approves, relating to the Covenant of Re- 
demption, in which he repreſents * the per- 
<« ſons tranſacting with each other; the bu- 
« ſineſs tranſacted; the quality of the tranſ- 
action as fœderal; the Father promiſing to 
« ſupport and reward the Son, the Son pro- 
<« miſing to obey the Father's call to ſuffer, 
1 &c. and the articles to which they agree, 
„ &c. &c. He further obſerves, that the 
author repreſents this tranſaction in a way 
of FAG, and then remarks thus: In 
* read- 


T reading ſuch accounts of ſtipulations and 
contract between the Father and the Son, 


before the foundation of the world, what 


proper conceptions can we frame, or what 
© clear ideas can we poſſibly have, while we 


| © ſuppoſe nothing but Chriſt's divine nature 


tranſacting this affair with the F ather, and 
* while we believe the divine eſſence, perfec- 
* tions, and powers, the underſtanding, Will, 


thought, and conſciouſneſs of the Father 


and the Son, to be numerically one and the 
* ſame? ſince in the Godhead they are but 
© one and the fame infinite ſpirit? The mere 
« perſonalities, paternity and filiation, can- 
not conſult and tranſact in a way of con- 
tract, propoſal and conſent : [which can 
only be done by] two A conſciouſ- 
© neſſes and wills. 


Further, one of theſe beings or perde 


covenanting, ſeems to be inferior to the 
* other, and to be capable of receiving orders, 
© commiſſion, ſupport and recompence from 


| © the other: But if only the Deity of Chriſt 


* exiſted, and his Deity and the Father's have 


* but one numerical conſciouſneſs and voli- 
* tion, one power and glory, what need of 
* orders and — or of promiſes of 


a ſupport 


8 
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< fupport and r ecompence? How can pure 
< Godhead be ſupported or recompenſedꝰ | 
© What, poſſible, difference can we! conceive 
< between the love of the Father in ſending 
the Son, andthe love of the Son in con- 
« ſenting ?—And how doth. this abate our 
5 grand ideas of the. diſtinct and condeſcend- 
ing love of our bleſſed Saviour, in his con- 
ſent to this covenant, ſince that part of 
< him which really ſuffered, i. e. buy ee 1 
nature, had then no exiſtence? 3 
But on the other hand, if we give « our- 
7 . ſelves leave to conceive of the human ſoul 
c © of Chriſt -i in its pre- exiſtent ſtate, as the 
doro“, the: 12 form of every creature, 
© (Col. i. 15. Rev. iii. 14.) and intimately 
united to the eternal God, then here are pro- 
1 e for theſe fœderal tr anſaCtions, 
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g Is, 1 the Father and the Sen, for 
c the ſalvation, of poor ruined man.— Thus 
o Chriſt, when he came forth from the Father 
4 and came into the ; world, : really laid aſide 
£ that glory which he had with, the Father 
c before the world was, and though he 
eas rich, yet for: our fakes. became poor. 
0 fo BNR thin 1 . coincides admir ably well in 
5 this 


ON THE TRINITY. 8 


* 


this ſcheme, and anſwers the various ex- 
preſſions of Scripture on this ſubject, 'with- 
© out ſtraining the words by needleſs tropes 
and figures: It becomes: ſo plain that be 
that runs may read, and every private Chriſ- 
tian may underſtand theſe early e 
and foundations of his hope. 
The Fourth Queſtion which the Doctor pro- 
poſes is this: Is the Godhead of Chriſt, 
and the Godhead of the F ather, one and 
« the ſame R 

He anſwers in the affirmative, and proves 
it by the following arguments. (1. ) If the 
divine nature of Chriſt be another diſtinct 

principle of ſelf-conſciouſneſs and volition, 
another diſtinct ſpiritual being, or another 
* ſpirit, this approaches ſo near the doctrine 
© of another God, that it is very hard to diſ- 
* tinguiſh it. For ſo far as our ideas of 
* arithmetic-and reaſon can reach, this ſeems 
to be a plain truth; If one infinite ſpirit 
be one God, two or three infinite ſpirits 
* muſt be 740 or three Gods. / (2.) The God 
© of Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, the God of 


A 


* 


„„ 9 words, is the Deity of Chriſt, or the 
being to whom the humanity of Chriſt is N God 
the Father? | 


© Iſrael, 
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Krach the Almighty, Jehovah, is the x pro: 5 
<. per ſtyle and title by which God the Fa- 
* cher was known under the Old Teſtament, 
and under theſe} he often appeared to the 
Patriarchs; yet it is agreed by all Trinita- 
© rians, that it was Jeſus Chriſt that appear- 
ed to them and aſſumed theſe titles. (3.) 
Several paſſages of the Old Teſtament cited 
by the writers of the New Teſtament, and 
applied to Chriſt, do evidently refer to the 
great one God, the God of Iſrael, whom all 
before the days of Chriſt muſt ſuppoſe to 
mean God the Father of all. Theſe texts 
are properly applied to Chriſt, if we ſup 
poſe the Godhead of the Father and of 
Chriſt to be the fame, and THAT THE 
lit p80 Man Cunisr Jxsus was THE SHEKI- | 
Tg NAH or HABITATION OF THE GREAT 
„ * GOD, intimately and perſonally united to 
him. In this ſenſe Chriſt was Emmanuel 
or GOD with us. But the application of 
theſe texts to Chriſt will ſcarcely prove the 
Godhead of Chriſt, unleſs it be the ſame 
* ,with that of the Father. (4.) When Chriſt 
expreſſes his own Godhead, it is by declar- 
ing his oneneſs with the FATHER. T and 
the FATHER ore one, He that hath ſeen 
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© me hath feen the FATHER J an ix the 
- FATHER, and the FATHER in ne. The 
FATHER IN ME doth the work. It is 
not reaſonable to ſuppoſe: he would have 
| © always ufed theſe modes of ſpeaking, if he 
© himſelf had another Godhead [or if he as 
| man had been united to a ſecond perſon in the 
Godhead and not to the FATHER}. (5.) 
On this ſuppoſition I do not ſee how the 
Trinitarians can ſolve the difficulties which 
ariſe from thoſe ſcriptures where God the 
Father is repreſented as the only true God, 
and under that idea diſtinguiſhed from Je- 
ſus Chriſt. John xvii. 3. 1 Cor. viii. 6. 
Eph. iv. 5, 6. Taiab xliv. 6. 8. xlv. 21, 22. 
(6.) When our Saviour foretold that his 
˙diſciples ſhould leave him alone, he adds, 
(Jobn xvi. 32.) And yet I am not alone, be- 
cauſe THE FATHER is with me. If his 
Godhead had been diſtinct from that of the 
Father, he needed not the preſence of the 
* Father for his ſupport ; his own Godbead 
would have have been ſufficient. 
On the whole, whatever unknown diſ- 
tinctions there may be in the divine nature, 
to lay a foundation for God's diſcovery of 
.* himſelf under three perſonal characters, as 
"Wn 
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© the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
yet the Godhead of the Father ſeems to be 


the ſame one infinite and eternal Spirit, 
which under' ſome peculiar diſtinction or 
$ 9 is united to the Man Chriſt Je- 


© ſus; and hereby Jeſus becomes one with 


© God; &c. By this means the great and 
fundamental article of all religion, the 
< UNITY of. the true. God is maintained 
« inviolable, and thus we moſt effectually 


<. preclude all the objections and cavils of the 


* Arian and Socinian writers againſt the doc- 
< trine of the bleſſed Trinity, and the Deity 


of Chriſt, as though this doctrine intro- 
* duced more Gods than one. For if we ſup- 


© pole the Man Jeſus Chriſt, in his ſoul and 


body, to be both an intellectual and cor- fi 
_ <\'poreal SHEKINAH, or habitation of the 
one God, the God of Iſrael, we may juſtly 
call Jeſus Chriſt GOD manifeſt in the fleſh; 


« a man in whom dwells all the fulneſs of lle 
* Godhead bodily; a man of the ſeed of Daw, 
and yet GOD over all bleſſed for ever. Nor 
is there ſo much as the ſhadow of our on- 
ing two or three Gods, which has been 


© charge 


1 
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5 charged upon ſome other modes of explain- 
6* ing this ſacred doctrine.“ 56 | 1 Fg BIO 
From theſe extracts from Dr. Watts's own 
writings, it is plain to to every intelligent rea- 
der, what his Sentitents concerning the 
Deity of Chriſt were. It is evident that he 
did not give into Ariauiſin, which makes 
Chriſt to be another and inferior God! dif- 
tin& from the ſupreme, nor into Socinianiſm, 
which denies the pre-exiſtence of the Son of 
God. At the ſame time it is equally evident, 
that he had departed from what are generally 
called the orthodox ſentiments ; or rather, 
perhaps it ſhould be faid, from the common 
manner of explaining them”; by which how- 
ever, he himſelf at leaſt thought he maintain- 
ed genuine orthodoxy to. the beſt advantage. 
This firſt publication cloſes with AN Es- 
SAY on the Importance | of any human” Schemes 
fo explain the ſacred Doctrine of the Tr rinity, 
ſnewing, J. That no fuch ſcheme of expli- 
cation is neceſſary to falvation. II. That 
it may yet be of great uſe to the Chriſtian 
Church. III. But all ſuch explications 
ought to be propoſed with modeſty to the 


world, and never impoſed on wy Con ſci- 
5 ence.” 1 | 


A 


A 


At 
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At the end of this eſſay are the following 
remarks, which are ſubmitted to the reader” $ 

impartial refle&ions. 
© —— Theſe accidental inconveniencies 
ſariſing from religious controverſies] are 

not a ſufficient reaſon for our ſupine and 

perpetual contentment with confuſed ſen- 

timents and unintelligible ſpeeches about 

the modus of ſacred truths, if clearer ideas 

are any way attainable. There are juſt 
and ſtrong motives that may excite us to 

« ſearch into the deep things of God, and to 
propoſe our improvements in knowledge to 
the world and the church, tho' there are 
no reaſons ſufficient to impel us to impoſe 

our improved notions on others, or to raiſe 

contentions and quarrels on the account of | 

them. All our illuſtrations or clearer con- 

ception of this ſublime doctrine, whuch 

God may have favoured us with, ſhould 

be propoſed with great modeſty, with a 

humble ſenſe of our fallible natures, —and 

with a zealous care to maintain all thok 

practical regards to the Holy Trinity, which 
are of ſo much greater importance. And if 

it be unreaſonable to dictate to our fellow 
chriſtians on theſe myſterious points, how 
I _ cs 


— 


— * 9 


9 
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' much more culpable is it to eſtabliſh any” 
« ſpecial form of human explication of this 

« ſacred doctrine, as a 7% of -Orthodoxy and 
« Chriftianity {. and to forbid any the bleſ- 

© ſings of ſpecial communion in the goſpel, 
« unleſs they teſtify their aſſent to ſuch a 
par ticular hypotheſis, or ſcheme of expli- 
cation, which the impoſers confeſs. to be 
* human, and yet impoſe. it in their own 


$ 

t MF preſcribed form of words. 
„Ihe perſons who are guilty of. > un- 
K * charitable practice, may conſecrate their 
o impoſitions and excommunications with 
re holy names, and call them pure Zeal for 
" #2 Divinity of Chriſt ; but I ſuſpect it will 
© WF be found in the great day to deſerve no 
better a character than a miſtaken zeal for 
n- the honour of Chriſt, mingled perhaps: with 
< | Zeal for the Divinity of their own notions, 
ua which they had incorporated with the plain 
and expreſs revelations of the Godhead of 
nd Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. He that makes a 
of pr vate and particular explication of any 
ich doctrine which is dark and doubtful in it- 


ſelf, and not clearly revealed in ſcripture, 
as neceſſary as the doctrine itſelf, which is 


plain and clearly revealed, puts the matter 
G of 


— 
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© of faith and opinion on the ſame foot, and 
intrudes too much upon the authority and i 
© kingdom of o our Lord pus: in his church. "= 
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abſtract of Dr. Farrs's ſubſequent work on 
the ſame ſubject, which appears to have been 
the laſt of his publications, tho the different 
parts of it were drawn up at different times, | 
and moft of it many years before it came 
abroad. But as it was feared this would ſwell 
the- preſent publication to an inconvenient if 
fize, this deſign 1s laid aſide, and it ſhall 
ſuffice to give a brief account of the contents, | 
with a few extracts. | 
It is entitled, The Glory of Chrift as GOD- 
MAN diſplayed in Three Diſcourſes. The 
Preface contains a very modeſt account offi 
the author's deſign, and beſpeaks the candour 
and impartiality of the reader. The Contents 
are as follows. | BY 
* Drisc. I. A Survey of the viſtble Ap- 
© pearances of Chriſt as GOD before tis 
1 Incarnation. 


| 
; 4 IT was intended to have ſubjoined an 
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Disc. II. An Enquiry into the extenſive 


g Powers of the human Nature of Chriſt in 
its ra 14 75 Noe, 1 7, The In- 


and the extenſive Capacities and Powers of 
his soul in his glorified State. F. 3. A Ra- 
tional Account how the Man Jeſus Chriſt, 
united to God, may be veſted with ſuch 
extenſive Powers. F. 4. Teſtimonies from 
other Writers. 

Disc. III. An Argument tracing idly 
exiſtence of the human Soul of Chriſt be- 
fore the foundation of the world. F. 1. In- 
troduction. F. 2. Some Propoſitions lead- 
ing to the Proof of the Doctrine propoſed. 
8. 3. Arguments for the pre-exiſtence of 


2.8 Chiit's human Soul drawn from various 
he BY Conſiderations of ſome Things inferior to 
of WM Godhead, which are aſcribed to him in 


ur Scripture, before and at his Incarnation. 
ts F. 4. Miſcellaneous Arguments to prove 
the ſame Doctrine. F. 5. A Confirmation 

of it by Arguments drawn from the happy 
Conſequences thereof, and the various Ad- 
vantages of it to the Chriſtian Religion. 
9. 6, Objections anſwered—The modern 
1 "Ip Authors 


90. 
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4. 


> * - 


Authors who have profeſſed and defended 
J it, viz. Dr. H. More, Dr. Edward Fowler, 
© Bp. of Gloucefter. A Defence of his Dil: 
* courſe by a Preſbyter of the Church of 
x England. Mr. Robert Flemming. Ano- 
* nymous. Mr. Foſeph Huſſey. Dr. Pranci, 
* Gaſtrell, Biſhop of Cheſter. Mr. Nelſon's 
earned Friend againſt Dr. Clarke. Dri 
T homas Bennet. Dr. 750. Burnet of thei 
< Charter-houſe. Dr. . Burnet of We: ＋ 
 kington. Dr. Knight. Dr. Thomas Goodwin. 
. Appendix. An Abridgment of a Diſc 
c p- Dr. T. Goodwin, on the Glories and 
* Royalties that belong to Jeſus Chriſt, con-ſ 
fidered as God-man.“ | 
As the Pre-exiſtence of Chriſt's _ wal t 
the grand point which the Doctor laboure 
to eſtabliſh, in order to avoid the difficult; 
of the common ſcheme, which either make; 
Deity o. ſuffer, or makes the ſuffering Si: 
viour A mere men, and thus coincides. wit „ 
Socinianiſm, we ſhall here preſent the Ws | 
der with a view of the Doctor's manner 0 
arguing to prove this point. 
Dis. III. $.:3. He firſt argues W 10 
rious confi derations of ſomething inferior | 
Gedbead aſcribed to Jeſus Chrift before and 6 
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« ſented as his F alkers 8 melee miniſter 
or angel, that was a diſtin being from 
© his Father, ſent by, kim to 1 zerform Fr: uch 
actions and ſervices for his people, long 
before his incarnation, ſome. 'of which 
© ſeem too low for the Gault, of 2185 God- 
© Chriſt when he came into this World, 

18 ban to empty and diveſt himſelf of ſome 

glory which he had before his Incarnation 
© Now if nothing but his divine nature ex- 
< iſted before this time, this could not pro- 
© perly empty or diveſt itſelf of any glory; 
therefore it muſt be his inferior nature, 
* or his human ſoul which did then exiſt,” 
Under this head the Doctor Lonſſderb that 
much diſputed paſſage, PÞhzl. ii. 5—7, which 
Ihe interprets thus. Here the apoſtle s de- 
ſign is to ſet Chriſt forth as a pattern of 


WW humility ; and this he doth by. aggrandizing 
* his former circumſtances, and repreſent- 


La) 


ing how he emptied himſelf” of them, 
and appeared on earth 1 in a very mean and 
u low eſtate. "Ibo being in the, form ; of | God, 
agb it no robbery to be equal with God, 
i. e. his human ſoul, being in union with 


G 3 N * tas 
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* his Godhead, was inveſted with a god- -like 

« form and glory in all former ages ; thus 
1 he oftentimes appeared to the Patriarch 

* as the Angel of the Lord, and as God, 

g . or Jehovah, clothed with the divine She- 
1 kinah, and ſpake and acted like God him- 
. ſelf. This ſeems to be the form of Ga 

Which the apoſtle ſpeaks or did he 
think it any robbery or preſumption ſa to 
« do, 1. e. to appear and act as Goo, fince 
© he was united to the divine nature, and 
© was in that ſenſe one 401th God. Yet l. 
© emptied bimfelf, i. e. he diveſted himſelf of if 
© this god-like form or Appearance, this di- 
vine Shekinab, and coming into the fleſh 
© he conſented to be made in the likeneſs o 
J other nen; nay, be took upon him © 
* form of a N fired. of the Ho d 
K God. 

III. That very being Which! came oy 
c from heaven, and was ſent of God. Into 
the world, is repreſented as capable of har: 

1 ing a will different from the will of Gol 
* the Father, and therefore it muſt be infe 
© rior to godbead now. this could be 50 

abher but the will of his human ſoul.” 
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iv. Chriſt repreſents his own coming 
into the world, and being ſent hither by 
the Father, in ſuch a manner as naturally 
leads one to ſuppoſe he had a real and pro- 

per dwelling in another place, and in an- 
other manner, before he came into the 
* world, and that he then changed his place 
and company, and manner of fe; all 
which ſeem more agreeable to a Huan 
* ſpirit than to a divine perſon.” 

The Doctor then, & 4. mentions various 
miſcellaneous 7 e fo prove the Jame doc- 


| bs e. g. 


I. © It ſeems nevdful that the ſoul of 
© Chriſt ſhould be pre-exiſtent, that it might 
© have opportunity to give its previous ac- 
* tual conſent to the great and painful un- 
© dertaking of atonement for our fins. And 

indeed this voluntary conſent of his to be- 

come incarnate and to ſuffer is plainly re- 

© preſented in ſeveral places of Scripture.” 
E. xl. 6, 7. r. 5; Ke. : 

II. The Covenant between God the Fa- 

ther and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, for the re- 

* demption of "mankind, is repreſented” in 

* Scripture as being made from or before the 

* foundation of the world. [Muſt we not 

| 6 4 _ my 
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then ſuppoſe] that both parties ſhould: be 
preſent, and that this ſhould not be tranſ- 
acted merely within the divine eſſence by 
ach perſonalities as have no diſtinct mind 
and will? The eſſence of God is generally 
agreed to be but one conſcious mind or 
ſpirit. Now can one ſingle underſtanding 

and will make ſuch a covenant ?' | 
III. Chriſt's coming into the world is al- 
ways exprefled in ſome corpareal language, 
ſuch as denates his taking on him animal 
nature, or body, or fleſh,. without the 
leaſt mention of taking a ſoul” . 
IV. It is certain, that among the. learn- 
ed of the Jewiſh;nation, there was a tra- 
8 dition of the pre- exiſtence of AE. kl of 
« the Meſſialy,;. - 4. - | 
i Ar * dince it pleaſed the Father. to prepan 
© a body for gur Lord Jelys,, by the oyer- 
* ſhadowing: of the Holy Ghoſt, and. by, a 
* pecuhar: manner of conception, that he 
might be the Son, of God in a ſuperior 
c * ſenſs,, \ with regard to his eb, ſo iti is not 
” unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the foul: of 
Chriſt alſo, which was to be united, to 


E. eee ae, have this e Prero- 
1 gative, 


„ A 


2 


we”? | 


? 


. * A + wt © # * 4 0 


& 
® , 
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« gative; to be derived immediately from | 


God, before any creature was made. 


8 5. Contains 4 confirmation of this: docs 


trine by arguments drawn from the various ad- 


Cc 


* 


6 


Lvantages of it. After a full illuſtration of 
theſe, he ſums them up thus: There are 


many dark and difficult texts of ſcripture 
which have puzzled interpreters in ſeveral 
ages, and which have hung heavy upon 
the various ſchemes that ſupport the doc 
trine of the Deity of Chriſt. Now ſup- 
poſe there could be one ſingle: clue found 


out, which leads us into ſuch a ſolution 


of all theſe difficulties, and ſuch an inter- 
pretation of theſe ſcriptures; which has the 
following advantages attending it, viz.— 
Which gives the moſt natural and obvious 
and litersl: ſenſe, ſo that every common 
reader that had no pre- conceived notions 


or ſchemes of thought, would readily run 


into at the very hearing of it: Which 
puts learned men to no trouble of figures 
and metaphors, ſuch as Prolepſes, i. e. 
ſpeaking of things before they are done; 
or Catachreſes, i. e. calling the eternal God, 
without actual union to human nature, a 
* man, or an angel, &c.— Which. is moſt 
con- 
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; conſiſtent with and moſt agreeable to all 
other parts of the word of God, both in 
£ the Old and New Teſtament, renders the 
* expolition of many other texts eaſier and 
* plainer. than before, and ſets the ſeveral 

parts of ſcripture in a beautiful harmo- 
ny: Which interferes with no particular 
ſcheme. of divinity, and thus does not 
widen” the common differences of the ſe- 
veral parties of Chriftians, but freely al. 
lows each of them their own ſentiments: 

And yet which aſſiſts us to anſwer the ob- 
jections of our opponents againſt the di- 
< vinity of our bleſſed Saviour, and alſo al- 

* ures them to embrace the truth: Which] 

_ ©. aggrandizes the perſonal glories of our Lor 
5 Jefus Chriſt, and raiſes his condeſeenſion 

and love to moſt amazing degrees: Which 
+ ſpreads a new luſtrę over the whole goſpel 
„of Chriſt, and the various tranſactions re- 

corded in the word of God; — I would 

-* humbly aſk whether [ſuch a ſcheme] does 
not bid fair for the truth of the Goſpel 
* and the very meaning of the ſacred wr. 
< ters ? Such is the doctrine of the 1277 
1 iſtenee of the human Soul of Chriſt. * 
ee e Fron 
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From the foregoing extracts it is ſufficientiy 
. what Dr. Watts's ſentiments were 


within a year er two of his death. The rea- 


der, however, is not to ſuppoſe, that theſe 


publications were the effect of any ſudden 
or recent change in his viewys of theſe doc- 


trines; for it is well known, that he had 
many years before publicly avowed ſome pe- 
culiarity in his manner of concewing and 
of exprefling himſelf with reſpect to them, 
ſo as to expoſe himſelf to the cenſures of the 
more rigid Trinitarians as favouring hereſy. 
In his Chriſtian Doctrine of the Trinity, 
printed ſo early as the year 1722, he diſco- 
vered his inclination to the Judwelling Scheme, 
on account of which Mr. T. Bradbury, in a 
letter dated 1725, charged him with mak 
ing © the Divinity of Chriſt to evaporate 
into a mere attribute, and after jeering 
at his profeſſed love of truth, writes to him 
thus: © It is pity after you have been more 
than thirty years a teacher of others, you 
are yet to learn the firſt principles of the 


| © oracles of God. Was Dr. Owen's church 


to be taught another - Jeſus? that the Son 
and Spirit were only 8 750 n 0 the. 
divine nature „ : 
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* Ras 
— 2 


ed firmneſs,” telling Mr. Bradbury, among 
other things, That though the Doctrine 


* ing it was ſuch a firſt principle alſo” 


nity of perſons, the Doctor anſwers thus. I 


ee three diſtinct conſcious minds or ſpirits. 


- 
— —— 
— = 


three proper literal perſons; whatever falls | 


e perſonality ;/ yet if any man will call this 


reflections and fierce oppoſition of ſuch of 
his brethren who were ſlaves to human ſyſ- 


tems, reſolutely purſued his enquiries, and 
the reſult was, that he ſaw further reaſon to 


The Doctor replied with equal geiitleneſs | S | ; 


of the Trinity be a firſt principle, he never 
< knew that the particular mode of explain- 


With reſpe& to the charge of deſtroying a tri- 


% have often freely declared, and ſtill de- 
« clare, that I allow the greateſt diſtinction 
$6] poſſible between the ſacred thr ee in the 
«© divine nature, which does not ariſe” th 


Make it as great as you will ſhort of this, 
* and Tacquieſce. But then ſince three dif 
«- tinCt conſcious. minds is the true idea Gf 


ce fhort of this can be but an anologit al 


« à proper divine perſonality,” though it 5 
« but fimilar to human perſonality, I vill 
«not contend about words and names.“ 
The Doctor, unmoved by- the pft 


be 


n 


cr 


— 


+» 


be diſſatisfied en * common — * 
explaining the Trinity, and he honeſtly de- 
clared his different apprehenſions reſpecting 
it. In the year 1721, he publiſhed his Sermons 
on various Subjects, in which there is one en- 
titled, The Scale of Bleſſedneſs ; or bleſſed Saints, 
bleſed Saviour, and bleſſed Trinity. On the 
review of this diſcourſe in the year 1729, he 
ſaw occaſion to inſert the following N ote, 


(Edition 6th, vol. i. p. 260.) 7 
« 'This Diſcourſe was. delivered. 2 


« twenty years ago; and the reader will ob- 
« ſerve ſome warmer efforts of imagination 
e than riper years would indulge on a theme 
« ſo ſublime and abſtruſe. Since I have 
*« ſearched more ſtudiouſiy into this myſ- 
« tery of late, I have learned more of my 
* own ignorance; ſo that when 1 ſpeak. of 
* theſe unſearcbables, I abate. much of my 
younger aſſurance; nor do my later 
thoughts venture ſo far into the particu- 
* lar modes of explaining this facred diſ- 
© tinction in the Godhead. There appears 
to me good reaſon to doubt, whether there 
can be three diſtinct and different princi- 


« ples of conſciouſneſs, and three diſtinct 


and different wills in the One God, the 
CC one 


_— — 
2 4 . rn 8 
| r 
7 "1-884 
E nn 
'% 1 bx [4 
+l f > hah a FA, « 
EG: 77 2 
Nen 470 £ 
118 Ye; 146 
- 1 & 
$61 ) 
* 1 
+ AY; 15 
* 3; 
mw 1 
4 r 
iss N 
. . 
J * hy. ! 
, 
3 4913408 
+) i 
# r hh. 
*. 2118 
eie 
N ti i j 1 
F 11 0 7 
"1187 M. 
en 
111 
1149 be J 1 
4) IT 
itt 16 / 
HIS 74 A '} 
7 7 
ans 
N F 
s * * 1 1 25 
nn 
2 ier 12 1 a 
+4 BEM 
n 
1 Bs 4; þ | 
hu : iT. + 
- 1 14 
. — 7 
» "OR 14 AN. 
r 
1 vi N \ ' 
bk hs # if 4 
N 1 
e 7 
tl tA E. 4 " 
* 1 1 * 
Fah. een 
Mer 1 
1 1 
1 e 
10 244 Wit cf 
\ ts Fs : * 
% 1 1 | 17 
% W401! i T4 
inte. 
Mal q 
1 n 4 
a. 
4 y 1 5 < 
1 Hei 
AE" 
47.8.7 : 1 1 
& *:. 1 
d; | 5 4 
1 1 
0 4 
N 
lf 1.08 117 
er 1 
* = * o U 
FI rf ** 1 
0 4: ' 1"; * 
4 J 
Sy, , 
* | 01 Bat. 
Ii $1 78 
* y 1 1 
% *”z 
1 Fs Pint 
e 
d * 1 
„ kW £4 
"RR 5 
it N . 
© ENT 
> : 1 
16 Ya 6 #857 
LOO REINA 
„ Lg T3 
en 
4 1 14 * 
V4 MBA 
l 4 it4 L | hp 
: 6 4 i 
: — 1 1 
JPY pt 4010 
OR! We il 
14) if > : 
l i 
Win 
Wen 
en 
77 i . 
* * 1 * 
Wenn 7 
Ma " 1 
A! 12 
| 1% 1 Met Arr $544; 
g's: Ui! . 
* 4 15 * 
1 „ : 
BEA HIGH! a L 
CR RHP EOte 
Y 55 11 4: 
Hh, 10 , [2 1 * 
My AFM +87 
r 
in 
bb” 230 7 7 
e 
Mae 1 
th ll : 4 2 
\ a N i 
. EY 
"3; vv {2008 
bt! +4 f by, 
af) £16 ö 
ne 
13: 7 © a 1 : 
„ 64 e 
e 
is 2 4 1 
i 3665 1 7 
\ bh 11 
irn 
1 0 F 1 10 
i 
1H, in N 
r 
N 4 


7. 1 1 
1 ! 

1 
1 
hk! 1 . } 


—— 
==>: 8 
* — Y 


F ͤ KR 2 
— Brag 2 —— D— 
- "x < 3 
KY” > <<; 3 * 
. Ls wat 7; a, 2 os. A Rbons 
won > — . 
b_ — 2 TA 5 . 2 
Cx — 
— — ==> — 
. 7 ue 
- —_—_ —— 
= 8 * 
_ M: ﬀ 
— — — — 4 7 
by — * 


— 


9 DR. WATTS": Aer Szurthryrs 
* more afraid to aſſert it now. Reaſon and 
« What diſtinctions there may be in this 


e fully eſtabliſhed ir: the belief of the Deity 
« of the bleſſed Three, (though I know not 


thoughts on the doctrine of the Holy 
« Trinity, may be ſeen. | in the laft ſermon 


2 — 


Watts had in ſome reſpects altered His views 


2 — that he materially charged his ſenti· 


61 "= infinite Spirit. I was afraid to affert 
it in this fermon heretofore, and T am 


« Seripture join to teach me, that there can 
be but one God, and this God is a Spirit. 


e one Spirit, I know not. Yet ſince I ant 


1 


10 0 


<« the manner of explication ) I dare let this 
& diſcourſe appear now in the world, as be- 
te ing agreeable ſo far to my preſent ſenti- 
« ments on this ſubject. A larger and more 
ce particular account of my moſt mature 


* of my third volume.” 
From the above note it is plain, that Dr, 


of the ſubſect. But ſome have taken ocea- 
ſion from thence to propagate an idea, that 
he had entirely given up the orthodox faith ; 

whereas nothing more can be juſtly inferred 
from if, than that he had ſomewliat altered 
his judgment with reſpect to the manner of 
expreſſing and maintaining it. Nor does it 


"yy 


?. oY 


I 


ments 
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ments afterwards. The more he enquired 
into the matter, the more he was confirmed 
in his opimion with reſpect to the moſt per- 
ſfect ſimplicity of the divine nature, or one- 
neſs of the Godhead, and the pre- exiſtence 
of the derived nature of Chriſt, and at dif- 
ferent times he wrote various Eſſays on theſe 
fubjects, which he at length, in the two laſt | 
years of his life, reviſed and put together 
in the two publications of which we have 
given an account. From theſe, as it is 
plain he was not an Athanafian, it is equally 
ſo that he was not either an Arian or a So- 
cinian. It is poſſible however, tho” not pro- | 
bable, that he might change his ſentitnents 
after the publication of the above pieces. 
That this was actually the caſe has lately 

been confidently afferted by a writer in the 
Monthly Review, who mentions ſome reſpect. 
able perſons as having been well acquainted 
with the fact. We fhall therefore produce 
the whole paſſage, and ſubjoin ſome remarks 
upon it. 


This writer, in a the review of Mr. Williams's 8 


Collection of Pſalms, having quoted a paſhge. a 
in the preface to that work, before referred 


| 
| 
m_ 
f tt, 
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to, reſpecting Dr. Watts, goes on to relays 
the following anecdotes: *. | 
That the Doctor had altered be opinion 

0 with reſpect to ſome points of What is 

* called Orthodoxy is undeniable. This is a 
<« ſubject that ſome of his encomiaſts ſhrink 
« from with concealed mortification, and 
e would if poſſible conſign to oblivion, as it 
cannot be remembered without bringing 
* ſome reflection either on the Doctor him- 
*ſelf, or their own darling cauſe. But it 
would be i in vain to deny a fact known to 
« many who were intereſted in making it pub- 
« lic. It was well known to Dr. Lardner, 
« and by him communicated to the late ex- 
e cellent Mr. Merr:ival of Exeter, from whoſe | 
mouth the writer of the preſent article 
immediately received it. Dr. Watts's papers 
» (many of which contained the moſt ex- 
* plicit renunciation of ſome of his former 
< ſentiments with reſpect to the doctrine of | 
« the Trinity) were mutilated, and publiſh- 
ed in a very imperfe&t manner. Some 
* were wholly ſuppreſſed, and it was with dif- 
« ficulty that Dr. Doddridge could reſcue from 
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deſtruction a certain curious paper reſpect- 
ing the Trinitarian controverſy, publiſhed 
among the poſthumous works, entitled 
A Solemm Hadreſt ta; the Deity, & eu The 
© conduct. of ſome of Dr. | Watts's friends 
in this caſe was ſo diſingenuous, that it 
called forth very: loud complaints from 
thoſe who were acquainted with the ſecret : 
and it Was but a ſhort time before Dr. 
Doddridge embarked i for Liſton that he 
b complained to Mr. Merr ival of unfair con- 
duct both wih re er ol Dr. Wat Att and 
1 himſelf, to Whole chi | ge, in conjunction 
with. the late Dre David Jennings, A 
papers were entruſted for publication.“ 
There is no reaſon to queſtion t the ver ary 
the writer of the above article, f nor rel the 
| thorities therein mentioned, but it: is eaſy 
ſuppoſe that reports made at ſo great a 
ſtance of time, and wWHich Had | paſſed thro” 
veral hands, might undergo. ſome material 
terations. That Dr. Watts left ſome MSS. 
Fhind lm to be publiſhed by Dri Doduridge 
Wil Dr. Jenningi is not denied. " Some of 
eſe accordingly they publiſhed, viz. "The 
ond part of the Impravement of. the Mind, 
Treatiſe on Education, and Remnants of 
H Time 


le- 


on 
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Time, "\employed in firofe and werſec Theſe ha 
no relation to any points of orthodox y, and i 
therefore nothing in theſe cap be ſuppoſed ti | 
be 5 mutlated :* But thefe.were:theoawholl 
of wat theſe gentlemen:printed, ;exceptinti 
the Solemn Addreſß s the Deity” which i 
is not denied was printed entire: Some of 
his papers were indeed F< ſuppreſſod, which 
related ia the doctrinb of the Trinity, buff 
the me % difingenuity in This mattes 
40 Fuel Cong * r 1M; 0: br ang py | 
Ran 25 9 5570 lo, Pg e be 4 1 5 it i IJ 
it was fo, th&executors'y e ed Mer 
in, whateven might bu ch Tubſtels of them' byfthe 
lowing, er whith was preficed-/to 1them| Vl 
the author himſelf. 03 (10241 att ei 919d T WY 
* 66 Thefe papers were rity n at e feafons ang in 
ec terbals oft leilüre, and on various occaföns ariſing E 
40 throubh/hTigveareſt part of My life. "Many of the : 
«<. were; deſigned: to be publiſhed ameng an ö 


„ Train bes, fr, e ener 
preſent notice, were la that 0 Fic 


fee PUbIEE the Pa Þ ain 

e grkiter part of them hie Abl long e ; Wig, he 
my Manuſc ripts (dr: do I fuppoſe: many:;of them i It 
< feriox te thoſe, Eflays and Remarks of this kind wic 


ce have 2 ppęared i in the world with me acgff . 
Lance: SITE; ey are nothublifted i in 'my life-t tine, ö 


58 worthy * friends, Who have the care of my pope 
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is groundleſs; becauſe dhe Doctor had by nd 
means'tnſpined his executors tò p̃ubliſh tiiem, 
but left it to their ow diſcretion-. „ | 
The publiſhers of his works made nodeeret 
of their having ſuppreſſid theſe paperby hut 
Jay in the Titte to His Mdadry/c t bb Beit), 
Which was! Brefixed tolthemy15% Hier 
e not judged" neceffary t publiſfri xen 
r bere is £60 prof Wat they contained b 
W< renunciation of his- Fermer ſertifenits“ 
u gentletafi'of Verteit y wN HA ſceft them 
Wliured the Writer of tits; char / they AP Pearetl 
Wto him ' tö contain nothing rid, being önly a 
Further illuſtration of his'dentimenitsthn- 
Wcerning the Trinity which he had before pub- 
iſned to the world, and therefore it might 
ell be thought by his executors © unneceſ- 
* fary to publiſh” any thing more upon the 
Wubject. That this was the real matter of 
the & appears to be highly credible, and indeed 
ndeniable, from the piece already referred 
o, which it is ſaid © Dr. Doddridge with 
rreat difficulty reſcued from deſtruction.” 
his piece is evidently of the ſame com- 
lexion with what the Doctor had before 
za bliſhed, and therefore moſt undoubtedly 
1 "X42 e 


that was the caſe with 7he other papers which 
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were ſuppreſſed, to which th 
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We ſhall here tranſcribe it at length, 
the beſt anſwer to the above aſſertions of the 


Monthly Reviewer, and at the ſame time as the 


moſt dec 
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Dr. Watts's works, vol. iv. p. 640 643. 
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| 7, be Author' 5 Mas Addrefs 1 to ot great 


and ever-bleſſed op, en a Review of 
_ what: he had written in the T. rinitarian 


4 Controverſy, Profixed by him to ; ſome pieces 
on that ſahjel,, which, it Was not Jagged 


"neceſſary. 10 9 93 iſh. , 


cc RIGHTEOUS a art thou, O "Fad, 
when I plead with thee ; yet I may 
talk with thee concerning thy judgments. 
Permit me O God and Father, to plead with 
thee concerning the revelations of thy nature 
and thy grace, which are made in thy goſpel : 
And let me do it with all that humble reve- 
Tence, and that holy awe of thy majeſty, 
which becomes a creature in the preſence of 
R 

« Haſt thou not, O Lord God Almighty, 
haſt thou not tranſacted thy divine and im- 
portant affairs among men by thy Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, and by thy holy Spirit ? And haſt thou 
not ordained that men ſhould tranſact their 
higheſt and moſt momentous concerns with 


thee, by * Son and by thy Spit! Haſt 
* thou 
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thou not, by the mouth of thy Son Te fig 


required all that profeſs his religion to be 


walked Wich Gare fa Effe Hame of the F ather 


and: tte Bon wndithe Holy/ Ghoſt? Ig it not 


my duty chen, to enquire, ho r What are 


theſs ſacred names, and. what they ſignify? 


Muſt I Not. know thee, the; only. truę God, 


Td 23 


a 0 2 Chri/t thy Son, whom, thou haſt 


«4 3% 


ſent, that I may fulfil all my reſpective duties 


towa axds thyſelf. and thy Son, in Ropf of 
cal | fife 7 Flath n. not, t 'F Son M n 


peated to-thee bY iis la Prayer, that 10 
life RR e e upon his Enov wedge? Ar in 


21 1911 _ Poppy C 11 

ou ha ade f O, much uU le of t 
haſt 2 pp CT TRIS 751 2117 50 M # 6 
Spie in our religion, mu Fr not have * 


All — I; 53 abg/als 


knowledge of this thy Spirit al 05 that. 1 may 
pay thee all tho ſe honours, t thou requeſt | 


15 from this divine revelation ? ? 


3. 4, 15d 


| 4 31 | 2211180 00 165 by" * 
© «Faſt thou not aſc ribed divine names 


and titles, and, char gs to thy Son, and thy 
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holy Spirit it in. thy w word, 25 well a as aumed 


them to ihylelt? 95 Tl aſt thou nat appoint- 
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ed to them ſuch 189005 offices. as cannot 
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be phe without ſomething, of divinity 


or true _godhead | A, them? And, yet art 
not how, % and th ou. alone, the true 
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od? How Thall a PG weak "creature be 
able to adjuſt and reconcile thes claſhing”! 

deas, and to underſtand this myſtery? C e 
HMuſt I believe end ac ane e un- 
derſtanding ? ? ö: Donjẽ¶ñqms IMC Of . 
6 Holy: Paths; tholi Knowelt how: firmly, 
W believe, with all my foul: whatfoever thou 
Watt plainly written and Tævealed fi thy word?” 
WI believe Thee tobe the only trde God; the? 
upreme of beings, Aelfofufficient foe" thine* 
own exiſtence, and for all thy Infinite affairs 
and tranſactions atnong . iT beheve 
thy only Son Feſus Chrit to be alkfufichs 
for the glorious work of mediatien between 
Got and man, to wIIHICHö thou haſt appoint- 
ed him.“! 18 believe he b man; in whom 
dwells all the fulnefs of tlie godhead 'bedily!! 
I believe he 18 one with God; he 18 God 
manifeſted” in. the fed; and chat che t mar 
Jeſus is fo cloſely and inſepirardy united witty 
the true and eternal Godhead, as to become 1 
one perſon; even as the ſoul and body make 
one mant“ 1 Pelleve that this illuſtrious per- 
ſon is hereby pofleffed'df divine dignity, fuf- 
ficient to mu full atonement for the fins 
of men by his ſufferings and 'death;” even 
tho they be accounted an infinite evil; 8 
H * TD that 
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ſelf from the dead, to aſcend to heaven, and 


exalted him, and to govern and judge the 
will, to inſtruct men effectually in divine 


conſolation on the ſouls of all thy children, 


in thy goſpel. But I acknowledge my dark- 


permitted to know what ſhare they can have 


to deſire to have this article ſet in ſuch 2 
light, as may not diminiſh the eternal glory 


104, HI 8 SOLEMN AD D R-E-SS i 
that he hath.all-ſufficient power to raiſe him. 


fulfil the bleſſed works for which thou haſt 


world in thine appointed time. * 
<< I believe alſo thy bleſſed Spirit ta 
almighty power. and influence to do all thy 


truths, to change the hearts of fallen man- 
kind from ſin to holineſs, and to carry en 
thy work of illumination, ſanctification, and 


and to bring them ſafe to the heavenly world. 
J yield myſelf up joyfully and thankfully to 
this method of thy ſalvation, as it is revealed 


| 


n "o 


neſs ſtill. I want to have this wonderful 
doctrine of the all- ſufficience of thy Son and 
Spirit, for theſe divine works made a little 
plainer, May not thy humble creature be 


in thy deity ? Is it a vain and ſinful curioſity 


C's & F- 4% 


of the unity of the true God, nor of the 
ſupremacy of Thee the Father of all. 
| "1 . « Had 


1 nE D-E ITV. 108 


Hadſt thou informed me, gracious Fa- 
ther, in any Place of thy word, that this 
divine doctrine is not to be underſtood by 
men, and yet they were required to believe 
it, I would have ſubdued all my curioſity to 
faith, and ſubmitted my wandering and 
doubtful imaginations, as far as it was poſ- 
ſible, to the holy and wiſe determinations of 
W thy word. But I cannot find thou haſt any 
where forbid me to underſtand it or to make 
theſe enquities. My conſcience is the beſt 
natural light thou haſt put within me, and 
ſince thou haſt given me the ſcriptures, my 
own conſcience bids me ſearch the ſcriptures; 
to find out truth and eternal life: It bids me 
W try all things, and hold faſt that which is 
good. And thy own word by the ſame ex- 
preſſions, encourages this holy practice. I 
have, therefore, been long ſearching into this 
divine doctrine, that 'I may pay thee due 
1nour with underſtanding. Surely I ought 
Wo know the God whom I worſhip, whether 
he be one pure and ſimple being, or whether 
hou art a threefold deity, conſiſting of the 
Father, the Son, and the holy Spirit. 
Hear and bleſſed God, hadſt thou been 
leaſed, in * one Plain -Eripture, to have 
informed 
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2» HIS SOLE MN ADP DNEFs s 
mformed me which of the different opiniòns 
about the holy Trinity, among he contefid | 
ing parties of chfiſtfans; had been/trize,”thew 
knoweſt withi how much zeal; fatisfaction; 
and/jopimy unbiaſſed heart would have open 
ed itſelfi to receive and embrace the diſcovery 
HFadſt thou told me plainly in any ſingle text) 
kbat the Fathen Son and holy Spirit, are thres 
real diſtinet perſons in thy divine nature, | 
had never ſuffered! myſelf to be bewildered'in i 
ſo many doubts, | nor embarrafſed with» 
many ſtrong fears of aſſentinig to the mitts 
inventions of men, inſtead of divine doctrint 
but I ſhould have humbly and immediate) Wi 
accepted thy words, ſo far as it Was poſſible i 
2 to underſtand them, ' as: the only rule - 
of my faith! Or hadſt thou been bead 4 
fo expreſs! and include this propoſition! in the 
ſeueral ſcattered parts of thy! book, from MP 
hence my reaſon and conſcience might iti 
ceaſe: find out; and with certainty infer this 
doctrine, 1 ſhould have joyfully employed al 
my reaſoning powers, with their utmoſt Kill 
ant aftivity; te Have found out this inferencs | 
and ingraſted c into my foulios 517 
1:5) Thouthat taught me holy Father, Hin. 


5 1 that „* of h6line(s in th ies 
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A times 


5 100 HE YI iy: 
times of 2 vrt under the kg 
of the Meſſiall, ſhalt be a highway, pn 
and eafy path; ſo that the way faring man; 
Jor the ſtranger, tho a fool, ſllall notgerr 
therein. And thou haſt called the poor and 
the ignorant, the mean and foliſh things of 
this worldjoto the knowledge of thyſelf and 
thy Son,”:atidttaught them to receive and 
partake of the falvation which thou haſt pros 
Wvided:: But how can ſuch weak creatures 
ever take in ſo ſtrange, ſo difficult, and ſo 
bſtruſe a doctrine as this; in the explica- 
tion and defence whereof; multitudes of men; 
even men of learning and piety, have loſk 
hemſelves in infinite ſubtilties of diſpute, 
nd endleſs mazes of darkneſs? And can this 
Witrange and perplexing notion of three real 
Verſons going to make up one true God, be 
0 neceſſary and ſo important a part of that 
hriſtian doctrine, which; in the old teſta- 


4 — wr” * 


is nent and the new; is repreſented as ſo plain 
nd fo eaſy, MITRE the meaneſt'-unders. 
WWcandings ?: ©! [4 40 brig $509. Nselq 


4 O thou ſelackivn hvighs who knoweſt 
ll things, I appeal to the cöncerning the 
incerity of my enquiries into theſe diſesve⸗ 
ies of thy word. Thou knoweſt me, thou 
haſt. 
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haſt ſeen me, and haſt tried my heart to. 
wards thee: If there be any lurking ren 
in my heart, any ſecret bias towards any 
thing but Truth, uncover it O Father of if 
Lights, and baniſh it from my foul for ever. 
Tf thine eye diſcovers; the leaſt ſpark: of eri. j 
minal' prejudice- in any corner of my ſoul; 
extinguiſh it utterly, that I may not be te 
_ aſtray from the truth, in matters of fuch 
importance, by the: leaſt ET 1 error or 
miſtake. + 005 2 C 12 
Thou art ithiele O ay; God; with 
what diligence, with what © conſtancy and 
care, I have read and ſearched thy holy word, 
how early and late, by night and by day, I 
have been making theſe enquiries. How fer- 
vently I have been ſeeking thee on my bended , 
knees, and directing my humble addreſſes tu 
thee, to enlighten my darkneſs, and to ſhen iſ 
me the meaning of thy word, that I may leam 
what ] muſt believe, and what I muſt practiſ 
with regard to this doctrine, in order of 
pleaſe thee, and obtain eternal life! | 
Great God, who ſeeſt all arge thou 
haſt beheld what buſy temptations have been gr 
often fluttering about my heart, to call it of de 
from theſe laborious and Wee * 
an 
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TO THE Daerr. a 


and to give up thy word and thy goſpel as an 
unintelligible book, and betake myſelf to the 
light of nature and reaſan: But thou haſt 
been pleaſed by thy divine power to ſcatter 
theſe temptations, ancl fix my heart and my 
hope again upon that Saviour and that eternal 
life, which thou haſt revealed in thy word, 
and propoſed; ther ein te ur knowledge and 
acceptance. Bleſſed be the name of my God, 
that has not ſuffered me to abandon the 
» 8 goſpel of his Son; Fe efus ! and bleſſed, heythat 
holy Spirit that kept meattentive to the truth 

Lelivered in thy goſpel, and inclined me to 
wait longer in my;;ſearch of theſe: divine 
truths unser the Magere. thy Sraciou Mu- 


mination. f S eee aft an Bin 
ook humbly. call. thee ;t9-witneſs,, 0 my 
God, what a holy jealouſy Lever ear about 
my heart, leſt: I ſhould do the ſlighteſt diſ- 
honour to thy ſupreme Majeſty, in any of 
my enquiries or determinations. Thou ſeeſt 
W what a religious fear, and hat a tender ſoli- 
Litude 1 maintain on my ſoul, leſt I ſhould 
think or peak. any thing to diminiſh, the 
grandeurs and honours of thy Son, Feſus, my 
dear Mediator, to whom Tome my everlaſting | 
deres. Thou knowelt how much I am afraid 
of 
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of: ſpeaking one word Which may be conſtrued 
into à neglect of thy bleſſed Spirit, from whom 
I hope I am daily receiving happy influences 
of ght and ſtrength. Guard all the mo: 
tions of my mind, O almighty God, againſt Wl 
every thing that borders upon theſe:dangers. 
Forbid my thoughts to indulge; and'forbid 
my pen to write one word, that ſhould fink i 
thoſe grand ideas which belong to thyſelf, 0 f 
thy Son, or thy holy! Spirit. Forbid it, off 
my God, that ever I ſhould Pe f beg 
as to unglorify my Fs ather, my Skviour;"s> 5 
my Sanctifier, in any 'of 3 Aettächentt 
expreſſions concerning lh, 7 1990704 e 
e Bleſſed and faithful God; and thou nit 
promiſed that the meek thou wilt g nde it 2 
judgment, the nieek"thou wilt teach thy way? 
Haſt thou not told: us by Jſaiab tliy : prophet 
chat thou wilt bring the blind by « wiy-which i 
they knew not, and wilt lead them in paths i 
which they have net known? Haſt thou not 
informed us by thy-prophet Hoca that if we 
Follow on to know the Lord, then We ſhall 
know him'? Hath not thy Soi; dur Saviour, 
aſſured us, that our heavenly Father wil 
"2 gide his 10 Spifit te them who "aſt 1:1m? 
| And i 18 he not appointed to guide us 12 tc all 
8 : truth! 


BW 
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truth? we- I not fought the gracious 
guidance of thy good Spirit continually ? 
Am I not truly fenfible of my own darkneſt 
and weaknefs;” my dangerous prejudices” on 
every ſicle, and my utter inſuffiiency for my 
own conduct? Wilt theu leave ſuch à poor 
creature bewildered among”: thouſand per- 
plexities, Which are raiſed by tlie varigus 
opinions rid tohtrivantes of tnen'to2Explain 
W divine Utich “! Ti H YBrfi DNS 19 o 
1 Help tie, i! heavenly”'F ather; for Lam 
auite tited Ati weaty of "theſe human & 
plainings, ſo various. And lunieeptamn, Wien 


; wilt thou explain it to me thyſelf, O my 
1 God, by the ſecret and certain dictates of 
1 thy Spirit, according to the intimations of 
„ thy word ? nor let any pride of reaſon, nor 
t gay affectation of novelty, nor any criminal 
0 bias whatſoever, turn my heart aſide from 
F hearkening to theſe divine dictates of thy 
+ "07d and thy Spirit. Suffer not any of my 
e native corruptions, nor the vanity of my 
1 imagination to caſt a miſt over my eyes, while 
p i am ſearching after the knowledge of thy 
al mind and will, for my eternal ſalvation. 


1 intreat, O moſt merciful F ather, that 
mou wilt not ſuffer the remnant of my ſhort 
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life to be waſted in ſuck. endleſs, wanderings, 


. ways whereby thou haſt diſcovered thyſelf, jy 
thy word, be crowned with ſuch ſucceſs, that 


truth by thy holy Spirit, I may ſpend my re- 
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in queſt of thee and thy Son Jeſus, as a great 
Part of my paſt days have been; but let my | 
ſincere endeavours to know, thee, in all che 


maining life according to the rules of thy i 
goſpel, and may with all the holy and happy | 
creation aſcribe glory and honour, wiſdom 
and power to thee, who ſitteſt upon ths 
throne, and to the Lamb b far ap enen 
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'ontaining a ſpecimen of Dr. Watts's manner 
of reading, referred to. p. 5, of his Life, 
Note [p], being Remarks on a Book en- 
titled A Treatiſe of Humane Reaſon, printed 
1675. Small 12mo. 


In the Title the Doctor ki e the author's 
name, Ma. CrirrorD, E. In the blank 
leaf at the beginning be puts his own name, 
with the date 1705, and writes as follows : 


HIS book when firſt publiſhed, did 
perhaps mollify the ſpirits of ſome 
Nen that were ſet upon perſecution of the 
Wiſſenters. It has many uſeful notions in it, 
Nut it exalts Reaſon as the Rule of religion 
well as the guide to a degree very dangerous: 
ich occaſioned ſome writings Pro and Con 
Wt that time. 

A book called Plain Dealing, by a aficler 
Cambridge, was publiſhed in oppoſition to 
W, whoſe deſign ſeems — toward per- 
cution, 


114 ATT a e. 

An Anſwer thereto came out by orte Al. 
bertus Warren, called An Apology for the Dil. 
courſe of Humane Reaſon, &c. 12mo. p. 1444 
This apologizer 1s a perfect Hobbiſt, hi 
{tile pretty ſmooth, but his ſenſe exceeding 
thin-ſet, his thoughts trivial and common 
chiefly againſt perſecution ; nor is there any 
thing in it worth the reading ſo much as tee 1 
character of Mr. Clifford. [This charac 
being a fingular one we will tranſcribe it.] 

As to his perſon, twas little, his fil . 
rather flat than oval, his eye ſerious, coun 
tenance leonine, his conſtitution choteric 
fanguine, tinctured with melancholy : of ö 
facetious converſation, yet a great humoriſt 
of quick parts, ſo of quick paſſions, ll 4 
venereal, thence lazy; he was learned, ver f 
critical, poſitive and proud, and ſeorned tj 
be rich; he had a will to be juſt; wou : 
drink to excels ſometimes. His. religion wal 8 
that of his country; he was always loyal! ; 
his king, and a very good poet. He div ; 
'twixt 50 and 60, at Sutton's hoſpital, wha ; 
maſter he then was; not much lamented 0 1 
the penſioners. Few knew him well. io 
was 2 man ſtrangely compoſed ; tis queſto! : 
ed M hether his virtues or his vices were mol | 
4. | Is 


* 


x? „ E M D 1 * uy 
incline to the laſt ; yet he Gs Ones 


Fable and piouſty.” 


Another Book called Ob/eruations upon, Kc: 
12mo. P. 73, wherein our author is charged 


W with confuſion, and ſome inconſiſteneies att 
proved upon him. But what was truly wa- 
uable in the controverſy was not mucR: F 
Have [here] inſerted all that was worth'ndtice 
A * way of marginal remarks with an Aud 


Wc re proofs of Þis yn attention and 8525 
cement. Tov; 
| The Doctor's own ren are Ailingui et 


Wo other fignatire, and theſe only we ſhall hes 
| a rranſcribe. The author having ſaid (p. 2.) 


© There being ſo many miſts caſt before me 


by the errors and deceits of others, that 


© one had great need of a better eye-fight 


chan is left us by the fall of our fitft fore- 


© father,” the Doctor remarks, * This 


W-ntence, forced from the author's pen by 
le mere power of truth, overthrows many 


oi hings in his following diſeourſe, and ſhould 


ave at leaſt taught him to mention. Fervent 
"raver to God for ſafe direction as a compa» 


Co nion to this great e Reaſon in queſt of 


JT. 5 ths 
' I'a Lr e 5. 30. 
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FP. 34. I cannot ſee how any but God 


« himſelf can certainly know that any man | 
eis an Heretic.” * Oc. But ſurely He- 


reſy muſt be kticenble by men, elſe how can 


Heretics be rejected? Tit. iii. 10. But then 
this rejection is not with fire and ſword, but 
only a caſting them out of ſuch an Eccleſiaſ. 


tical Society. 


P. 38. He who gave rules which admit 4 
of ſo many interpretations, is well content. : 
e of that they ſhall be interpreted ſeveral- 
«ly —” % God who left his word ob- 
ſeure in ſome circumſtantials of religion, ; 


foreknew and deſigned to permit various in. 


opinions i Charity. 


cc therefore in man a natural ability of ſearch: 
« ing ſpiritual truths, and that can be no 


18 granted that man has a power of ſearchin 
ſpiritual truths neceſſary to ſalvation, if It 
uſe all the helps God has propoſed, wiz. a 
vice of the learned and pious, ſcripture, an 

earnel 


terpretations therein, not that all can be 
true, but to try whether under all this doubt. 
fulneſs in leſſer matters they would all hold 
the effentials ; and under this difference i 


P. 66. He bids you warch—qhah b b 


« thing elſe but his underſtanding.T „ 


* r F SAM rr 


earneſt prayer, &c. But then it is not Rea- 
ſon that diſcovers all theſe ſpiritual truths to 
him, but only ſhews where they may be 
found, and reads and receives them there. 

P. 67. We lay the blaſphemous-accufa- 
tion of injuſtice upon God, if he puniſh 
W < us for an error which we could not avoid.” 
* * No man ſhall be condemned but for the 
fins of the Will: either Heathens acting con- 
trary to the light of nature, or thoſe who 
are born in chriſtian countries, for neglect- 
ing the helps to knowledge, or br 1 Our 
| | underſtandings, . f 

P. 69. © In this caſe Terri in dg ent. 
« we cannot know our fault, and therefore 
have no means of repenting of it.“ 
Iherefore we grant, the condemning 
den ſhall not be pronounced on wh. for 
mere invincible 1 ignorance, 

P. 87. © Reaſon is to be accom] that 


Rule and that Guide we look for, &c.“ 


* % If this author would be content to 
exalt Reaſon only as a Gvipz to us in the 
ſearch after the RulE of Religion, perhaps 
he might be defended ; but to make it the 
Rule and Guide too attributes more: to it 
than a 2 dares aſſent to. The Follows 

I 3 | i ing 
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„ with any thing but our own eyes, i, e. l 


_ © the object, nor our reaſon find out the 


ty and uſefulneſs. of ſearching for happinek 


ſearch. after a Rule, or ſuperior Guide, vis, 
| Revelation, may be ſafely admitted; (elpe- 
cially if he had joined earnelt Prayer to God 


dependanee on Reaſon. My ſenſe on if 
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ing guatotion which, the Doctor makes with apa 
| probation is worthy of being inſerted. ©* Inf 
< this matter Reaſon is the Eye, true Reli- | 
« gion is the Object: all other helps, di- 
vine and human, are as the light, as ſpec- | 
e tacles, &c. Now it is impoſſible to tee 


« gur Reaſon. , Yet a clear Light is alſo ne- 
<< cellary, without which our eye cannot fee if 


< true Religion.“ 
As the, end of the book the Doftor writes th : 
follroing Remarks on the aubul e. | 
This Diſcourſe of human reaſon contains 
many valuable and bold truths of the necel- 


Md nn 1 1 


by its conduct; Which if referred to our 


therewith.) But the bent and ſtrain of | his 
diſcourſe ems to bid us depend on hum 
Reaſon alone in the ſearch of happineſs itſelf 
or heaven and ſalvation; and his methods dl 
reaſaning are ſueh as would lead the igno- 
rant and unwary into a camplete and folr 


ſubjel 


— 


wy + 0 K . 119 
ſubject is contained in theſe Remarks, which 
eſpecially refer to the laſt part of this book 


from p. B0. to the en. 

lt muſt be granted, chat men of nl and 
| 55 ning and enquiry, are led by Reaſon to 
the acknowledgment of the divinity of Serip- 
ture; deducing this concluſion from a hun- 
dred moral arguments and probabilities, 
which united amount to a certainty and de- 


1 monſtration. Thus by Reaſon we find out 


the Rule of Religion, which is infallible; | 
but then our Reaſon muſt ſubject itſelf to 
de guided by that 5 which is divine and 
infallible. 
0% p. 86. But i Ne eu 
muſt be interpreted by Reaſon.” Anſ. In 
things which are plainly and expreſsly aſ- 
ſerted by this Rule of Scripture, and that in 
a ſenſe which contradicts not other parts of 
ſcripture, or natural light, our reaſon muſt 
ſubmit, and believe the thing, though it can- 
not find the modus or manner of its being: 
So in the Doctrines of the Trinity and In- 
carnation, which are above the reach of our 
reaſon in this preſent ſtate, But we cannot, 
nor muſt we be led to take the words of 
ſcripture in ſuch a ſenſe as expreſsly and 
4 evidently 
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evidently. contradicts all ſenſe and reaſon; | 
as Tranſubſtantiation: for the two great] 
Lights of God, Reaſon and Revelation ne. 
ver contradict each other, though one be ſu · 
perior to the other. | 
Therefore Reaſon has a great deal to 0 . 
in Religion, v/z. to find out the Rule, u 
compare the parts of this Rule with one 
another, to explain the one by the other, toff 
give the grammatical and logical ſenſe af the 
expreſſions, and to exclude ſelf-contradic-iſ 
tory interpretations, as well as interprets: 5 
tions contrary to Reaſon. But it is not to : 
ſet itſelf up as a Judge of thoſe truths ex- 
preſſed therein which are aſſerted by a ſupe- 
nor and infallible diftator God himſelf ; but 
Reaſon requires and commands even the. 
ſubjection of all its own powers to à truth 
thus divinely atteſted, for it is as poſſible 
and as proper that God ſhould propoſe Doc- 
trines to our underſtanding which it cannd 
comprehend, as Duties to our practice whucl 
we cannot ſee the reaſon of; for he is equal 
ſuperior to our Underſtanding | and Wil, 
and he puts the obedience. of Both to a trial, 
Vet after all it muſt be acknowledged, 


that the greater part of mankind, as well x 
| | of 


E FE wo EE BY WM 
of chriſtians, have their Reaſon ſo exceed- 
ingly weak, their prejudices fo ſtrangely 
ſtrong, their incapacity to ſearch and to diſ- 


"MT tinguiſh truth fo great, that there ſeems to 
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be a neceſſity of the Spirit of God by pow- 
erful and ſecret influence to lead thoſe whom 
he deſigns to fave, both to the belief of the 


Scriptures as the Rule, and to the interpre- 
tation of thoſe parts of the Rule which are 


abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation. And we 


find that the beſt account that moſt Chriſ- 
tians can give why they believe Scripture: to 
be the word of God, and why they believe 
this or that to be the ſenſe of Scripture 1s, 
becauſe they have found ſuch influences pro- 


ceeding from it on their hearts, to change 


their wills from ſinful to holy, and turn 
their ſouls from ſin and the creature and 
this preſent world of vanity to God and Re- 
ligion, and eternal things. And this i is moſt _ 
properly called the teſtimony of the Spirit; 
which the Proteſtants oppoſe to the Popifh 
teſtimony of the Church ; this laſt being ex- 
ternal and -rational only, and built upon a 
hundred probable circumſtances which are 
knowable only to the learned, but the firſt 

being 
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being in ward and common to all true Chriſ- 


reaſon why ratiohal and learned men exalt 
Reaſon ſo high, and make it to be their ſole 


prove the truth and divinity of Scripture 
metiſm. But they cannot condeſcend to . 


exceeding feeble and variable and deccivable 


; generality of mankind, who all have foul | 


aſſerts, e, had great need of a bet. 


our firſt fore-father.”, r. wh 


tians, and by which all muſt be ſaved. 
And it may be remarked here, that the 


guide and judge in things of religion is, be. 
cauſe they find their own Reaſon able to 


and the Chriſtian Religion, and to ſecu 
them from the follies and abſurdities of | 
Atheiſm, Judaiſm, , Paganiſm, ard Maho- | 


ſympathize with the vulgar, .and think hoy iſ 
are the minds and reaſoning powers of the 


to fave; towards whoſe. direction into the 
truth, and ſecurity and eſtabliſhment therein 
unto ſalvation, it is very evident ſomething 
more is needful than the infirm and unſteady WW-" 
faculties of nature; and as this author him- 
ſelf by the very force of truth thoughtleſaly dt 


« ter.cye-fight than is left us by the e fat A 
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Two LETTERS Zetreen the publiſher of this work 
and a friend, concerning Dr, WATTS Ss Sentimeuls 
 reſpeling the Trinity. | 


TW er RR. 


Dzar SIB, ; 


HAVE read with attention the view which 
you have given of Dr. Watts's laſt ſentiments 
concerning the Doctrine of the Trinity, and think 
you have undeniably -proved that the common re- 
ports of certain perſons, reſpetting his renuncia- 
ion of the orthodox faith, are without foundation. 
But J muſt take the liberty to ſay, that in the ex- 
traits which you have given from his two laſt pub- 
lications, you have led your readers to entertain 
an idea that he was entirely in what has been 
© called of late 4% Indwelling-/cheme ; that he did 
not maintain a diſtinction of perſons in the God- 
bead, but conceived of God, as being only one 
W pcrion, who is called the Father, and that it was 
this one perſon who dwelt in the man Chriſt Jeſus, 
in conſequence of which union Chriſt is God. 
Whereas I think you muft have found, in examin- 
Ing his writings, that he did not deny a three-fold 
diſtinction in Deity, and that Chriſt ' had an ex- 
Iltence as God, previous to the union of the human 
nature to the Godhead. For my own part, tho 
T would by no means condemn you and others, 
who are in the Indwelling-ſcheme, as heretics, 
ance you mean to ſupport the Deity of Chriſt ; 
and I think your ſentiments widely different from 
Arianiſm or Socinianiſm; yet I muſt confefs to 
y'ou that I do not believe this to be the ſcripture 
EE rm | repreſentation 
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repreſentation of the doctrine. And, tho' I am 
clearly of opinion that our orthodox writers are 
not to be juſtified, who ſpeak of the Father, Son, 
and Spirit as three perſons ſo diſtin from each] 
other as to be three beings, (which I cannot vin- 
dicate from the charge of Tritheifm ;) yet. J do 
apprehend that there 1s a three-fold diſtinction in 
Deity, which juſtifies the term fhree per/ons, and 
that to each of theſe the eſſential attributes of 

Deity belong. Herein I cannot but think Dr. 
Waits's opinion coincided with my own, ſo that 
he was more orthodox than your view of his ſen-· 
timents would lead your readers to ſuppoſe. '.. 


I am, with fincere reſpect, &c. 


er TEE OTE 
Anſwer to the foregoing. 


My dear and worthy friend, 


I THANK you for the freedom of your re, 
marks, and for the opportunity which you haw 
afforded me of expreſſing my ideas about Dr. 
Watts's ſentiments, and propoſing ſome. querisY 
to you concerning your Own... 1: 5 co 
I firmly believe that Dr. Watts was, in the latter 
part of his life at leaſt, in the ſentiments which 
upon the moſt deliberate and impartial enquiry, 
have embraced, reſpecting the Deity of Chriſt, & 
called the Indwelling: ſcheme. His idea ſeem 
clearly to me to have been this: That God is one 

infinite being, poſſeſſed of all perfections: That 
this one God is he who is often characterized & 
the Father. That Jeſus Chriſt is another being 
or perſon, in himſelf inferior to the Father and 
derived from him; as you and all the 1 


8 — — — Li 
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will allow the man Chriſt to be“: But that he 
exiſted with the Father before all worlds ; (which 
you, with the Socinrans, deny:) And that the 
one God, the Being called the Father, (with re- 
ference to Chriſt the Son) was ſo united to him, 
and ſo dwelt in him, that he became one with God, 
and in conſequence of this union he is properly 
God, ſo that at his incarnation Gop was manifeſted 


: i the fleſh. | 


It is true, he does ſometimes allude to the idea 
of ſome unknown diſtinctions in Deity ; but at moſt, 
I conceive, he only 'means to ſay, he does not 
know what diſtinctions the incomprehenſible na- 
ture of Godhead may admit of; nor do I. 
(See p. 77.) But I cannot find that it was any 


article of his faith that there are ſuch diſtinctions 


in the Godhead' as you ſpeak of; on the contrary 


he maintains that the perſon, or being, united to 


the man Chriſt Jeſus, was not a part of Deity (for 


ſo I muſt conceive of it if it was not the whole 
# Godhead) or an exiſtence ſeparate from the Faiher, 
but that it was the Father himſelf. See p. 76, 77. 


So that I cannot think that I have given a partial 
repreſentation of his ſentiments. 1 1 01S l o 
And now, 'my good friend, as I am writing to 


Hou on this ſubject, I will embrace the opportu- 


nity which you have afforded me for enquiring, 
What is meant by that three-fold diſtinttion in Deity 
which you maintain? I have put this queſtion to 
many who uſe this phraſeology, but could never 
get a ſatisfactory anſwer. When I have propoſed 
* Dr. Watts, in his ſermons printed 1727, has theſe - 
expreflions : * The Son of God is ſpoken of in the New 
*© Teſtament as a very glorious perſon, who was ſome way 
begotten of the Father, i. e. derived from God the Father, 
I Vol. II. p. 452. He is conſtituted near to God by an un- 
4 ſpeakable union. What joys, what unknown delights 
= poſſeſs the holy ſoul of the man Jeſus | for he is the neareſt 
creature to the bleſſed God; for he is one with Godhead,” 
ol. I. p. 250. | | 
| my 
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my difficulties, I have been told * the-ſubje& is 
* myſterious, and J mult nat pry too inquiſitivehy 8 
“ into the deep things of God.” Now I am 
wyHling to remain ignorant of what God has not 
thought fit to reveal. But ſurely revealed truth, 
may be underſtood, and it cannot be preſutptuous 
to fearch into the meaning of it. However, the 
enquiry in the preſent caſe is not about the 
divine nature itſelf, but about a mere human form 
of ſpeech in reſpect to it. And is there any pre- 
ſumption in aſking a-tellow-creature, when he ufes 
language concerning God, which I do not under. 
ſtand, What he means by it? or in ſtating the 
objections I have to it? With as much propriety 
might I charge him with preſumption in objecting 
to any phraſeology of mine, or deſiring of me 
an explication of it. Do you expect or wiſh 
. me, good Sir, to adopt any modes of ſpeech, 
without having ideas to them? Is this a fufficient M 
teſt of a perſon's being orthodox? I have always W 
thought orthodoxy to ſignify, not . ſpeaking bu 
thinking right. For any thing that appears, I thin 
the ſame of God as you do. You ſeem to rhaii 
tain the Unity of God in as abſolute a ſenſe as my. 
felf, inaſmuch as you deny God to be three! beings. 
Wherein then do we differ? Were you to tell me 
freely what ideas you have when you talk of three 
diſtinctions in Godhead, poſſibly it might appeT 
that you believe no more than J do, or I might 
readily fall into your ſentiments. But till you tel 
me your meaning, (which ſurely you can do if you 
have any) I am incapable of making a compariſon 
between your ſentiments and my own. At pre- ba, 
ſent, the mode of expreſſion which you adopt BW «1; 
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appears to me highly exceptionabte. pro 
I can forn: no idea of a three-fold diſtinction ii "a 
nin 


Deity but that of 7bree Beings, or three comps Bl 
nent parts, which is equally inconſiſtent with the BY 
. i c : i unit), 
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unity, and would imply diviſibility; which T am 
fare you would proteſt againſt. I can eaſily con- 
ceive of a diſtinction between the attributes of God: 
But do you make the Son and Spirit to be only 
diſtin& attributes? If fo, with what eee 
can they be repreſented, and addreſſed, as per/ſors ? 
or how can they ſuſtain different offices, and per 
form different works? of indeed any at all? 
Befides, if. the attributes of God be allowed to 
| be perſonified, it will follow that there ate as many 
perſons in God as there are attributes. If the 
Wiſdom of God be called one perſon, and his 
Power another, his Holineſs may be as juſtly ſtiled 
a third, his Goodneſs a fourth, &. The attributes 
of Deity are only the properties of his nature. 
Neither of theſe can be properly called God, or 
be ſpoken of as equal to God, who is the being to 
whom they all- belong. Moreover God himſelf 
you muſt allow to be à being, and God the Father 
you will admit is a perſon, in the proper ſenſe of 
chat term, i. e. an intelligent being: but if the 
Von and Spirit are only attributes of God, then 
they are not equal to him, and conſequently this 
notion is contrary to the orthodox faith. If you 
mean that the one God ſuſtains free Characters 
or Relations, this is intelligible enough, but then 
it is not orthodox; it is pure Sabellianiſn. Beſides 
God ſuſtains more chatratters and relations than 
three, conſequently, according to this ſcheme, 
there are more diſtinctions or perſons *. | 

_ * If Chriſt as God be a diſtinct perſon from the Father, does 
it not follow that there are two perſons in Jeſus Chriſt? for he 
was a perſon as man. This I know ſome Trinitarians deny, 
but it is only to ſerve a turn. Muſt it not be a perſon who 
thinks, ſpeaks, acts, ſuffers,. and dies? Are not the perſonal 
pronouns conſtantly applied to Chriſt as man? Do not you 
often ſpeak of him as acting and ſuffering as man? To me no- 
ting can be plainer than that Chriſt as man was a per ſon; 


conſequently, unleſs he be two perſons, he is not as God a 
Perſon diſtin& from the Father, 


I can 
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can think of no other ſenſe in which the terms 
can be uſed. Perhaps you will ſay, that © ſince 
« the nature of God is to us incomprehenſible, 
© there may, for ought we can tell, be ſuch dif- 
« tinQions in it as have been ſuppoſed.” J anſwer, 
There may be various things in God of which we 
poor worms of the earth have no conceptions, and 
it does not become us to deny any thing concern- 
ing him, however myſterious, --which does not- 
evidently imply an imperfection. But let me ſay, 
it is equally preſumptuous in us to affirm any thing 
concerning God which he himſelf has not clearly 
revealed. And it is no juſt argument that zhere is 
this or that property or diſtinction in the divine 
nature, merely that the contrary cannot be clearly 
0 proved. 1 beſeech you to think whither this 
would lead us. 

Our faith, with reſpeRt 1 to what God is, muſt be 
founded, not on what may be ſu ppoſed Poffible 
and cannot be proved falſe, but on what divine 
Revelation clearly aſſerts to be true. And to be- 
lieve any thing concerning the Deity of which we 7 
can give no rational account, or to uſe language 

reſpecting him without ideas, is ſo far from giving 
him glory, that it is doing bim diſhonour. At belt {ſi 
it 18.89 darken counſel by words without kno ledge. 

IF you can give me a rational and ſcriptural ex 

lanation of the above terms, by which the Deity 
of the Father, Son, and Spirit can be maintained Ho 
to greater advantage than upon Dr. Watis's pla; ici 
(which for want of a better J at preſent adopt) 

you will confer a great obligation RP 
Dear . Nee. 


| Your friend and ſervant, _. 1 


he 
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To THIS EDE 


& 


HEN the Notes on Dr. Jobnſon's 
Life of Dr. Watts, with Animadver- 
ons and Additions, firſt appeared, certain per- 
ns of different deſcriptions, for reaſons not 
Wificult to be gueſſed, attempted to diſparage 
We publication; and conſequently, as the 
lition was large and anonymous, a numbet 
as left unſold. Several readers, however, 
y no means partial to Dr. Watts, or the au- 
Por of the Notes, have been pleaſed to expreſs 
teir approbation of the work, ſo as to en- 
durage him to offer it again to the public; 
pecially as he is now able to do it with ſuch 
dnfiderable- additions as may juſtify him in 
ling it a new edition. 


db Bede 


PREP ACE 


Beſides ſeveral private teſtimonies of appro- 7 
| bation the following public ones were high 
gratifying to the author; and the more ſo a > 
they came voluntarily from gentlemen, who 1 
not only ſtand high as to their literary cha- 
racter, but are known materially to differ in 
ſentiment both from himſelf and from D. 
Watts: viz. The Rev. Dr. Joſepb Prieftlay 
and the Rev. Mr. T; heophilus Lindſey. 

The former, in his Defence of Unitarianij 
fer the Year 1789 and 1790, p. 170, write : 
thus. After I had written the above, 
« judicious friend recommended to my notic| 
* what had been written on this ſubject d 
« Difiinfions in the Divine Nature, by th 
* author of the Notes to the Life of Dr. 
« Watts, &. And it appears to me ſo mui 
* to the purpoſe, that I ſhall copy the pri 
« cipal part of it.” After this quotation Dt 
Prieſtley adds, If thei ingenious author hai 
« examined with the ſame freedom, will 
*« ſeems to be his own idea—it would have 
« peared as untenable a mode of maintaini 
* the doctrine of the Frinity as this (*). 


+. 


£ 


*The author has ſince briefly explained and defend 
his own ideas on the ſubject. of the Trinity, in anſwet! 
the above remark of Dr. 3 in A Vindication if 
modern Dr rs p. 2, 3. 7 


Fo THis EDITION. | 

The Rev. Mr, Lindſey, in his Second Ad- 
| dreſs to the Students at Oxford and Cambridge 
(a work. in which he ſtrongly teſtifies his diſ- 
approbation of ſome of Dr. Watts's opinions, 
which the author of the Nozes had favoured) 
is pleaſed to expreſs himſelf, with regard to 
| the work in general, in the following candid 
and reſpectful terms, P. 3. The public, 
ho with thoroughly to know Dr. Watts's 
« character and ſentiments, and who have no 
opportunity of peruſing his voluminous 
„works, are under great obligations to the 
* ingenious author of The Life of the Rev. 
« Tſaac Watts, D. D. by S. Fohnſon, LL. D. 
*« with Notes, containing animadverſions and 
additions. From this publication the cita- 
| © tions are here made.” Such teſtimonies 
from gentlemen whoſe ſentiments are ſo dif- 
terent from his own (however obnoxious to 
| ſome of his friends) he conſiders as more fa- 
vourable to his work, than any from perſons 
in his own ſcheme of divinity, and he takes 
this opportunity of expreſſing his obligations 

for their candour. | 

Truly ſorry will he be if any of Kis more 
orthodox brethren ſhould appear leſs candid, | 
and ſhould condemn this publi ication becauſc 
b . 8 it 
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- whom they have been uſed ſo highly to ve- 


perſons had reported them to be. 


PREFACE 
it brings to light what they wiſh to conceal, 
and repreſents the laſt opinions of Dr. Watts, 


nerate, as in ſome views different from their 
own ; while at the ſame time it proves them 
not to have been fo different as certain other 
But whatever cenſures the author may in- 
cur from good men, whom he moſt eſteems, 
by the preſent unpopular undertaking, he 
hopes to bear them with patience, under 1 
conſciouſneſs that he meant to ſerve the cauſe 
of truth, which he is perſuaded cannot ſuffer i 

by the fulleſt examination. If Dr. Watts in 
the laſt years of his life, differed from his bre- 
thren in his manner of explaining ſome points, 
uſually called orthodox, he can ſee no reaſon 
why it ſhould be concealed. The knowledge 
of ſuch a fa& he judges to be of peculiar uk 
to promote candour towards perſons of diffe-WP* 
rent opinions, eſpecially towards thoſe wh 
are zealous for evangelical ſentiments, though 
they differ from ſome of their brethren i 
the manner of explaining them, and adher / 
more cloſely to the ſcripture-rule of faith 1 
worthip. . of 56 det 
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TO THIS EDITION, 

The Rev. WILLIAM Hawkins, M. A. 
eng of Wells, in his Notes ſubjoined 
8 to his Diſcourſes on the Cbhriſtian Myſteries, at 
e Bampton Lecture, has thought fit to ani- 
madvert with great ſeverity on Dr. Watts's 
Ppinions, as ſtated in this publication, and on 
the author of it; particularly for his defence 
bf the Doctor's Non<conformity againſt Dr. 
Vobnſon's cenſure. He has likewiſe thrown 
ut ſome bitter invectives againſt the modern 
WDifcenters in general. This performance, 
Wogether with the Bismoe of St. DAvip's 
Review of the Caſe of the Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
dccafioned the author of the Nor ES, &c. to 
rint a Vindication of the Diſſenters, as well as 
f Dr. Watts and himſelf, in the form of a 
WUPPLEMENT, to this publication, which 
uy properly be bound up with it. 

A favourable account of this piece was given. 
oth in the Monthly and Critical Reviews. In 
he former, a candid hint was ſuggeſted with 
eſpect to the author's ſuppoſed miſtake con- 
erning the afſent and conſent required as the 
erms of miniſterial conformity to the church of 
England, which occaſioned an amicable debate 
between the Monthly Reviewers and ſome 
nonymous correſpondent. At the cloſe of 
that 
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that debate, the author of the Vindication took 
the liberty to expreſs his own views of the 
matter in a letter to the Monthly Reviewer 
Though they excuſed themſelves from the 
publication of it, they were pleaſed to men- 
tion it in ſuch reſpectful terms, that it is pre. 
ſumed thoſe gentlemen will not be offend 
if the writer takes this opportunity of ſub- 
mitting a copy of i it to the — wit ſom: 

little enlargement. 
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To the Monthly Reviewers. : 

| | t. 
GENTLEMEN, Gt] 


I nave been the more attentive to the amicable debe 
which has been carried on between you and a fſenfibk 
correſpondent on the terms of minifterial conformity 
the church of England, as it took its riſe from your N 
view of my Vindication of the modern Diſſenters. V0 
will excuſe me, if after ſilently obſerving what has paſſch 
I at length ſo far interpoſe as to ſtate to you in what ligh 
the affair appears to me. You are doubtleſs right in qui 
quotation from the af of Charles II. for uniformity of ful 
lic prayer; which runs thus, © every parſon, vicar, Wl 
cc niſter, &c. ſhall declare his unfeigned aſſent and cdl 
« ſent to THE USE of all things contained and preſcriv WM 


Te THIS EDITION. 


« in 1 ſaid book.” But it immediately follows <« iN 
« THESE WORDS and No OTHER. I A. B. do hereby 
« declare my unfeigned aſſent and conſent to all and every 
« thing contained and preſcribed in and by the book en- 
« titled, the Book of Common Prayer, &c. 

I muſt alſo beg leave to obſerve, that if ſuch declaration 
of full aſſent had not been required, it muſt have been un- 
derſtood, ſince it is not to be conceived, that any act of 
me legiſlature ſhould require a miniſter of religion to usE 
any form of words in addrefling the Almighty, which his 
conſctence diſapproved. . Nor is it to be admitted that any 
conſcientious clergyman could be * of ſuch hypocriſy 
and profaneneſs. ä 

Permit me further to remark, whatever had Yeoh the 
words or intent of the act in queſtion, reſpecting the 
Book of Common Prayer, a compliance therewith is not 
the only condition of conformity, but a ſubſcription to the 
Thirty-nine Articles is equally neceſſary. And this 
comprehends a cordial belief of all and every thing con- 
S tained in them, which amounts to an approbation alſo of 
the whole ſervice-book. This ſubſcription is to be made gx 
animo, and as a further proof that a full and perfect aſſent 
to all theſe articles is intended, the preamble to them 
expreſsly lays that they are intended to © avoid diverſities 
of opinions,” | 

Now you will pleaſe to obſerve, that in the paſſage on 
which you remarked in my Vindication of the Diſſenters, 
P- 13. I referred to the terms of minifterial conformity in 
general, and particularly to the ſubſcription to the 39 
Articles. How far the generality of the Clergy of the 
eſtabliſhed church do or can comply with theſe terms, I 
leave all impartial perſons to judge. 

As to the “ Candour' which ſhould be exerciſed to- 
wards individuals who conform, without that full aſſent 

| 5 i and 
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P REF ACE. 
and conſent to all and every thing which are plainly re. 
quired, and the allowance which is to be made for the 
prejudices of cuſtom, education, &c. I am ready to 
expreſs my concurrence with you, and indeed had ſtrongly 
expreſſed it in the page to which your remark refers. 


\ 


I am, Gentlemen, 
with all due reſpect, 


your obedient ſervant, 


3. 
FY 


Hackney, 
Sept. 17, 1790. . i 


P. 8. In his Majeſty's Declaration prefixed to the 
39 Articles, he “ requires his loving ſubjects to 
continue in the uniform profeſſion thereof, prohi- 
biting the /ea/t difference from the ſaid articles. We 
will alſo (ſays he) that all further curious ſearch be 
laid aſide—and that no man hereafter ſhall either 
print or preach to draw the article aſide any way, 
but ſhall ſubmit to'it in the plain and full meaning 
thereof; and ſhall not put his own ſenſe or com- 
ment to be the meaning of the article, but ſhall take 
it in the literal and grammatical ſenſe.” 


APPENDIX, en 


— 


ro Dr. Jon xsox's Life of Dr. War Ts, 
with Nor ES. 5 EY 


(N. III.) 


ontaining an additional account of Dr. Watts's 
Manuſcripts, and an Abſtratt of a Corre- 
ſpondence between him and the Rev. Martin 
Tomkins, on the Worſhip of the Holy Spirit, 


and on Trinitarian Doxologies, 


N the foregoing papers it was attempted 
"WE. to aſcertain what were the laſt ſentiments 
f the pious and amiable Dr. Watts on the 
Rubject of the Trinity. I there endeavoured. 
o prove that, though the Doctor had in ſome . 
Welpects altered in his manner of explaining 
at doctrine, he had by no means given up 
e doctrine itſelf; that the reports which 
ad been circulated, concerning his explicit 
enunciation of his former ſentiments, in the 
nanuſcripts which he left behind him for 
= publication, 
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Mr. Neal, an eminent Attorney, who wi 


letters, written juſt after the Doctor 8 deati 
dated November 29, 1748, is the followi ; #8 


the abodes of mortality, —I could not | 
friendſhip avoid writing you a line to info ur 


* manuſcripts of every kind, I give the ful 


n n U Un 
publication, were without foundation, an 
that the conduct of his executors, which hal 
been ſeverely reprehended, in the ſuppreflio 
of ſome of thoſe papers, was fully vindicabli 

Since the firſt publication of the preceding 
work, freſh evidence has ariſen on the ſub 
jet, by which my former ſuppoſition is coil 
roborated ; and it appears to be ſo full an 
deciſive as to deſerve to be now ſubjoined ii 
this work. ä 

In a collection of Letters to and from D i 
Dodaridge, lately publiſhed by the Rev. Thom 


Stedman, there are ſeveral written by the law 


one of Dr. Watts's executors, In one of thel 


account of his Will and his MSS.—* AWW; 


know your high eſteem and veneration ic; 


Dr. Watts, who has taken his laſt fareweld 


you, that the Doctor has made his broth 


Enoch and myſelf executors of his Will es 
which bears date July 23, 1746, and con}: 


tains the following clauſe: “ And as toi 


169 


APPEND 1X. 
to Mr. David Jennings and Dr. Philip 
Doddridge, in order that they may publiſh 
ſuch of them, as I ſhall by any paper or 
memorandum ſignify my defire ſhould be 
publiſhed ; and as to the remainder, either 
to publiſh or e them as they ſhall 
judge beſt.” Mr. Neal adds“ I queſ- 
Won whether there are any left which he has 
dered to be publiſhed.” 
At the beginning of January following, 
r. Jennings wrote to Dr. Doddridge on the 
ne ſubject.— I have waited from day to 
in hope of being able to ſend you a cata- 
aue of Dr. Watts's manuſcripts but I find 
. Nea / does not chuſe to meddle with them 
Þit at preſent. When he does you ſhall haye 
hmediate notice. I believe we ſhall not 
ave near ſo much trouble in publiſhing the 
Doctor's manuſcripts as I expected, when he 
quainted me with his deſign of committing 
em in part to my care, which was three or 
bur years ago; for ſince then he has pub- 
ed moſt of the MSS he deſigned for the 
reſs, ſo that, as I learn from Mr. Parker *, | 
gere is little if any thing more remaining of 


* Dr. Watts's Amanuenlis, | = 
F2. — 


APPENDIX. 


that ſort, than the ſecond part of the Improve. 
” of the Mind.” | 
r. Jennings (who ſoon after his re- 

ar a Doctor's Diploma) adds the follow: 
ing paſſage: © If I ſhould be engaged ii 
drawing up the Doctor's character, I aniiiif 
much obliged to you for the judicious hin 
you have furniſhed me with for that pur 
| poſe.” Mr. Jennings (who had preached au 
printed a funeral ſermon for Dr. Watts, ul 
which he had drawn a character of hin, 
ſeems here to mean, writing his Zzfe ; whidl 
it appears from another letter in this collect 
he declined, for want of ſufficient material 
We find, however, that Dr. Doddridge lu 
ſome intention of undertaking this worlli 
Why he did not execute it does not appeaiif 
though it was probably for the ſame reaſon. 

What were the ſubjects of Dr. Watt! 
manuſcripts, which he committed to thei 
gentlemen, (about which ſo much has bet 
aid) we have now the ſatisfaction of bell 
fully informed, from the 123d Letter in 
fame collection, written by Mr. Neal to Mi 
Doddridge, dated February 8, in which | 
ſends him a compleat catalogue of them, 
which the following is a copy: 


ein N DIX. 


Lif of the MSS of Dr. Is AAc Warrs, 
<ohich are diſpoſed of in covers or caſes, under 
the followmg Titles, Viz. 


No. I. Pſalmody. II. Of the Trinity, a 
| modeſt defence of enquiries into truth. III. 
| Two Eflays on the Lord's Prayer. IV. Eſ- 
ſays and Remarks on texts of ſcripture. The 
words in which we ſhould confeſs our faith. 
The diamond painted. Of Catechiſms. A 
caſe of conſcience. Figure of a Cherub. 

V. Eſſays relating to the Trinity *, viz. 
An Enquiry into the ſcriptural repreſentation 
of the Father, the Word, and the Spirit. 
. Of the proper Athanaſian ſcheme of the 

Trinity. 3. The Holy Spirit the true God. 
4. The ill effects of incorporating the divine 
doctrine of the Trinity with the human. ex- 
plications of it. 

VI. Remnants of Time employed i in proſe 
and verſe, or ſhort compoſures on various 


The ſolemn Addreſs to the great and ever bleſſed God, 
printed in the foregoing Tract, p. 101, is not here men- 
tioned, but in the Title to it, printed in his Works, is 
faid to have been prefixed by the Doctor to ſome pieces 
* on the Trinity, which it was not Judged e to 

© publiſh,” | 


ſubjects, 


APPENDIX. 


facts, viz. 1. Of human 3 and 
the various kinds of it. 2. The Rake re- 
formed in the houſe of mourning. 3. An 
apology for enlarging Dr. Voung's deſcription 
of the Peacock. 4. Juſtice and Grace. 
5. Bills of exchange. 6. The ever bleſſed 
God. 7. Vanity inſcribed on all things, 
8. The day of grace. 9. God and nature 
unſearchable. 10. The repeal. 11. The 
Saints unknown in this world. 12. Com- 
plaint and hope, a Poem. = 3. Heathen poely 
chriſtianized. 14. General ſong of praiſe to 
God. 15. To Amyntas, an ode to Lady 
Sunderland. 16. To Philanthropus. 17. The 
Wind Mills, 18, The finner tempted to 
deſpair. 19. Redemption, a Poem. 20. Of 
confinement to ſet forms of worſhip. 21.  Ap- 
pendix to the foregoing eſſay. 
VII. A faithful enquiry after the ancient 
original doctrine of the Trinity, taught by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles. In two parts. The 
firſt part enquires ſo far as is neceſſary to 
ſalvation. The ſecond part ſo far as may im- 
prove our chriſtian knowledge, and eſtabliſh 
our faith 4 and the objections of both arc 
anſwered in a plain and eaſy manner, derived 
only from the word of God. 


VIII. The 


Ar nn 

VII. The Improvement of the Mind, 
ſecond part. 

From this view of the contents of Dr. 
Mattss MSS. the impartial reader might be 
left to judge how far the reports, mentioned 
Ip. 96, of the foregoing tract, are deſerving of 
credit. It may not, however, be amiſs to 
remark (1) that none of theſe papers were or- 
dered to be publiſhed: (2) that there is nothing 
in the titles of any of them from whence it 
W appears, with certainty, that the Doctor had 
materially altered his ſentiments ſince the pub- 
lication of his two laſt pieces, which was 
within two years of his death. (3) It does not 
appear that he had written any Treatiſe ſince 
the time that he made his will, which was in 
July, 1746. It may be further obſerved— 
(4) if the Doctor had in any of his laſt papers 
made © an explicit renunciation of his former 
e ſentiments concerning the Trinity, &c.“ 
with which he was defirous the public might 
be acquainted after his deceaſe, it is incredible 
that he ſhould not have left an expreſs order 
that ſuch papers ſhould be publiſhed ; in 
which caſe his friends, with whom he had 
entruſted them, would doubtleſs have brought 
= to light. 

5 W hat 


Land 


— I = 
= - — * - cx —_ = — — — — 
- 0 —— * == 2 - — — — — * Pan — — TE = = - 
== = AY — — — — 2 — . — — rr _ — ͤ — oY ET i SRO ů 
2 . —— - R — — - — —— oo CEL ES — — <a + — — — — 2 Re er i — IIS, 37 
— Fe £4 — = 2 r SCE. * WINS 7 * . —— ͥ ͥ — —— — 1 _ - — - = 
— * . aca — Cop roots a eo Cee — - 2 S ny „ - 5 . — =? * 
— . — ro I — 2 _ — r — — — == - = - 1 T4 "AD bo 7 - - - 
: + =: _ : +» +94 —; — — 
— —— = ERIE — — — — 7 _—_ 4 —_— — _ 
0 TRY _ — = 1 — — — 


— 2 — 8 
wall 
8 — ==" 
ET IEEE In On 
we — — = * 
— wie et — CT 


— 
4+ 


+ ' 
4 * 34 
Mi, 


— 8 
= S —. 2 
—— —— > 


—— = — B ——— CR SEES — 3 L 
— — — — —ᷣ— — SA = — — S — SEES In 
; FED 2 — 1 — ——— 2 = — ITS. — == = — . ST Ce ts 
_ - === ——̃ — —e * 4 - 2 D as — — — — = 2 7 I — _ — 
— — — —— — — — — _ - 12 22 et 5 22 — = 2 2 — * A — 
= 5 — 2 * — 2 23 * > SE __— — ———— — 
3 A Sm. E.— EINER. EE — by — —— = 
- I == . 


2 r — — — —ũ— 
r —— — — 2 2 — 
WII = — — 

— 


1 
f 1 
WY 
14% 
113 
bag; 
1. ka 
141 

4 


preſerved, for the ſatisfaction of thoſe who 3 
might deſire to inſpect them, though they 15 


may eaſily ſuppoſe, from the foregoing view 
of his papers, and the phraſeology therein 


planations of the Deity of Chriſt and the Spi- 


is, that Chriſt is a divine perſon in conſequence 


dantly evident, from a private correſpondend 


Martin Tomkins ; of which I will, at preſenh 


| with a few extracts, 


APPEND IX, 
What became of his MSS. does not appear, 
It is much to be wiſhed that they had been 


ſhould not have been thought worthy of pub- 4 
lication. The attentive * however, who 
is acquainted with the Doctor's other pieces, 


uſed, that they contained much the ſame ex- 


rit, with thoſe given in the pieces which he 
himſelf laſt publiſhed. The ſum of which 


of the in-dwelling of the Father, and that thei! 
Holy Spirit is God, as being the power, d 
active energy of the Deity. 
That Dr. Watts was firmly in this lf 
ſentiment, and that on this ground he aſcribed 
glory to the Spirit, with the Father and tht 
Son, at the end of his prayers, appears abun 


carried on between him and the Rev. M. 


content myſelf with giving a brief account 


Dr 


APPENDIX 


Dr. WATTS's ſentiments concerning the 
| Deity of the Holy Spirit, as collected from 
a correſpondence between him and the Rev. 
Mr. Martin Tomkins *, on the propriety of 
_ worſhipping the Spirit by Doxologies. 


In the year 1738 Mr. Tomkins publiſhed a 
amphlet, entitled, 4 calm Enquiry whether 
c bave any warrant, from Scripture, for ad- 
eng ourſelves, in a way of Prayer or Praiſe, 
reetly to the Holy SPIRIT: Humbly offered- 
the Confideration of all Chriſtians, particularly 
Proteſtant Difſenters. To this is prefixed, 
Letter to the Rev. Mr. Barker, then mi- 
ſter at Hackney, where Mr. Tomkins reſided, 
poſtulating with him on the impropriety of 
e unſcriptural Doxologies which he then 
mmonly uſed, and particularly thoſe of Dr. 
'atts in his Book of Hymns. 

In the courſe of the above tract, Mr. Tom- 
ns frequently refers to Dr. Watts's publi- 
tions, and quotes the conceſſions which he 
d made—viz. © that there is in ſcripture no 


* He had been Miniſter of the Diſſenting Congrega= | 
n at Stoke Newington, from whence he was diſmiſſed for 

deviation from the Trinitarian doctrine. He publiſhed 
Caſe, | 3 


d 600 expreſs 


VVV 


e expreſs precept for addreſſing ſuch worthi 
to the Spirit, nor any example of it, ani 
that therefore this ought not to be con 
ee (ered as a neceflary part of Chriſtian wor 
% ſhip; though he thought it lawful, be 
« cauſe the Spirit or Power of God is tru 
divine; and expedient, becauſe the omiſſiall 
of Doxologies to the Spirit would be hight 
e offenſive to ſerious chriſtians who had bet 
„ accuſtomed to them, and injurious to thel ; 
* edification.” Mr. Tomkims endeavours li 
prove, that addreſſes to the Spirit, ill 
prayer or praiſe, are unlawful and impropeſ 
&«& chiefly becauſe we have no warrant tif 
them in the holy ſcripture, which is ol 
e only rule of worſhip, and that no oth 
cc conſiderations ought to influence; us to ti 
practice. He further endeavours to prot 
that, according to Dr. Watts's avowed {et 
« timent concerning the Spirit, as not a 
c perſon, but the power of the Father, aſcry 
& tions of praiſe to the Spirit are highly ul 


&« juſtifiable.” 
The copy of Mr. Tomking s tract, now | s 
my poſſeſſion, contains Dr. Hatts's rema! , 


upon it in the margin, fairly written with h 
. x 2 ; : 0 | $4 4 0 [ 


t 1 x. 
on rand.” The following paſſage i is extract- 
aas a ſpecimen. 


WD. Warrs ſentiments about the Holy Spirit. 


Jo repeat in brief my ſenſe of this mat- 
ter, it ſtands thus. The Spirit of any be- 
ES ing, in ſcripture-phraſe, is ſometimes uſed 
for the being itſelf, or it denotes its active 
and operative power. So an unclean or 
evil ſpirit is the devil, Luke vii. 21. Acts 
Air. Matt. x. 1. and is called the 
* ſpirit of an unclean devil, Luke iv. 33. 
do the Spirit of God ſometimes means God 
himſelf. - And further, as the ſpirit of a 
man and the ſpirit of a beaſt denote, in 
ſcripture language, the principle of active 
power in man and beaſt, why may not the 
Spirit of God have the ſame ſignification? 
« And though God the Father and his. 
Spirit be the ſame one true God, yet they 
are ſometimes diſtinguiſhed and ſometimes 
joined. Tfai. xlvili. 16. The Lord God 
and his Spirit has ſent me. Even the attri- 
butes of God are diſtinguiſhed from him 
and yet coupled with him in ſcripture, T6 
it not foretold by Hoſea concerning the latter 

d 2 « days, 
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* days, that men ſhould fear the Lord and hi 
1 Gooaneſe.. Hoſ. iii. 5. Does not Exel 
. fay, bleſſed be the Glory of the Lord, Ezcki 
* iii. 12. Does not Pſal. cv. 4. direct us tif 
« ſeek the Lord and his Strength, ſeek his ful 
- * evermore © 2 Are not we called u pon to trul 
* in his Mercy, as well as in God himſelf 
% Why may we not then praiſe the Lord and 
* his goodneſs, or bleſs the Lord and hu 
5 ſtrength ? &c. Why ſhould theſe expreti 
« fions © ſound fo oddly” in the ears dff 
0 chriſtians, who read thoſe in their Bible bf 


* 


« nearly like them? And why may we 08 
„ fay, Blefſed be the Lord and his Eten 
« Sprrite eſpecially ſuppoſing the Spirit ! 
God to be ſomething in God of great 
&« diſtinction than a mere attribute, and to Hv 
e often repreſented i in ſcripture in a prey v 
« manner? a 
The Doctor having read to Mr. Tomi re 

his remarks, without giving him a copy d Pt 


them, Mr. Tomkins wrote a reply at length 
from his memory, which makes nearly tw 
ſheets of paper, in a ſmall hand, which 1 hax 
now before me. It is dated April 21, 173 
In this letter Mr. Tomkins, with great fie 
dom and clearneſs, ſtates his objections to wid 
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the Doctor had advanced in favour of his | 
practice in doxologizing the Spirit, and endea- 
vours to ſhew, that his motive for it, upon 
which he lays ſo much ſtreſs, (viz. the avoid- 
ing of offence to many ferious chriſtians) was 
( inſufficient, and that by his conduct in this 
" matter, he led them to conceive of his ſenti- 
ments concerning the Spirit to be different 
from what they were, and encouraged them 
in worſhipping the Spirit as a real perſon diſ- 
tint from the Father. 
At the cloſe of the letter Mr. mne ex- 
preſſes his mind with freedom about Dr. 
8 //atts's Doxologies in his book of Hymns. 
I ſhall. quote this paſſage for the ſake of gra- 
tifying the reader with the Doctor's reply, 
which will ſerve to illuſtrate and confirm 
what I had before obſerved, with reſpect to 
a report of the Doctor's having left a cor- 
rected copy of his Hymn- book, deſigned for 
publication. My chief aim (fays Mr. 
« Tomkins) in all I do upon this ſubject is, 
* the reſtoring the chriſtian worſhip to its 
primitive purity, and freeing it from what 
] cannot but look upon as an unwarrant- 
* able innovation. And for this purpoſe 1 
„would make bold to * one ſtep far 
66 ther, 


I 
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« ther, and aſk, whether you now approve 
„of what, you have ſaid concerning the 
6 Gloria Patri, in your Book of Hymns; and 
*« whether, upon your preſent notion of the 
« Spirit, you can eſteem ſome of thoſe Doxo- 
* logies you have given us there, I will not] 
« ſay, as ſome of the nobleſt parts of Chriſtian 
* worſhip,” [the Doctor's words] but as pro- 
« per chriſtian worſhip ? And if not, whe- 
« ther you may not think it becoming you, a 
« 4 lover of truth, and as a chriſtian minifie 
« todeclare as much to the world; and not 
« ſuffer ſuch forms of worſhip to be recom- 
« mended by your name and authority, to the 
C uſe of the chriſtian church in the preſent 
time and in future generations: 

In the margin of this long epiſtle of Mr. 
Tomkins, are contained Dr. Watts's remarks, 
which are upwards of twenty. Oppoſite 1 
this laſt paragraph the Doctor writes thus: 
« I freely anſwer, I wiſh ſome things wen 
« correted. But the queſtion with me i 
„this: as I wrote them in fincerity at thit 
By time, 18 it not more for the edification 0 
* chriſtians, and the glory of God, to let them 
« ſtand, than to ruin the uſefulneſs of the 


has whole book, by correcting them now, and 
cc perhap 
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66 perhaps bring further and falſe fafpicions 
on my preſent opinions? Beſides, I might 
Z tell you, that of all the books I have writ- 
deen, that particular copy is not mine. I 
« ſold it for a trifle to Mr. Lawrence near 
« thirty years ago, and his poſterity make 
* money of it to this day, and I can ſcarce 
« claim a right to make any alteration in the 
« book which would injure the fale of it.” 
Tt appears that Dr. Watts communicated 
Sto Mr. Tomkins his remarks upon his letter, 
I which produced another from him, dated, 
W-40c4ney, July 5, 1738, on which there is only 
this one marginal note of the Doctor's. 
% Mr. Tomkins's confeſſion of my Doxology 
* to the H. S. to be lawful, yet not neceſ- 
* fary.” In this letter, which contains nearly 
a ſheet in ſmall writing, Mr. Tomkzns, though 
he grants that the Doxology which Dr. Watts 
uſed, was not in itſelf unlawful, ſtrongly ob- 
jects to the propriety of it, and to the prin- 
Iciple on which the Doctor pleaded for it, that 
df complying with the We, of ae 
lerious people. | 
* I do ſtill alſo differ from you as to the 
matter of offence—nor can I recollect any 
Fans in the practice or directions of the 
on apoſtles 


ap» 
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* apoſtles that gives the leaft countenance to 
* ſuch a proceeding.” - With regard to the 
Gloria Patri, in the Doctor's Hymns, he adds, 
& T.can by no means approve of your excuſe 
« for letting thoſe Doxologies in your book 
6 of Hymns, (which you own you do not now 
et approve of, as proper chriſtian worthip,) 
* ſtand recommended by your name and au- 
ce thority, to the uſe of the preſent church 
and of future generations. May not chriſ- 
« tians edify by what is ſcriptural in that 
* book, notwithſtanding your renouncing or 
1 retracting what you now apprehend to be 
% unſcriptural? Or if ſome weak perſons 
« might, by that means, 'be -prevented from 
« reaping the advantage which otherwiſe they 
« might do by your Hymns, will you, for the 
« ſake of that, recommend to the church the 
«© making uſe of what you yourſelf judge to 
4c be, at beſt, unintelligible ſounds, in their 
4 ſolemn acts of worſhip ; recommend it to 
“ them as one of the nobleft parts of Chriffiat 
% worſhip? Let us not do evil that 
* may come of in” 
After ſaying ſomething on the different 
opinions. of different perſons -concerning Tus 


Calm nary, he concludes the correſpond- 
5 : ence 
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nce Pr « And truly we ſhould not be 
much concerned about the opinion of any 
© particular perſon, when we are engaged in 
the cauſe of God, and the chriſtian religion. 
* If we may hope that our great Lord and 
* Maſter approves of what we do, it is 
© enough. Whether you or I are in the 
right; whether your conduct in this affair, 
* or mine, is beſt approved of him, who is the 
* infallible judge, Dies ultimus indicabit. 
However that may be, as it is my prayer 
that we may, ſo I bleſs God, I can fay, it 
is my hope, that both you and I ſhall find 
mercy of the Lord in that day. 


“] am, Rev. SIR, notwithſtanding any 
difference of opinion, 


„ your ſincere friend, 


« and humble ſervant, _ 


M. T. : 
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ON a review of this publication ſo far as it re 


ſpects Dr. Watis's notion of the Trinity, (which 


confeſs it was a leading object with me to bring for 


ward) I can eaſily imagine that ſome 1ntelligeniſ 


readers will be diſſatisfied,” and will think hl 
ſcheme liable to equal objections with other ſcheme 


I do not apprehend that it is incumbent on met) 


defend it, nor am I ſanguine in my opinion that i 


is the true one; though I confeſs that in the main i 
appears to me at preſent to be nearer the truth tha 


that commonly received as orthodox, which main 


tains three real perſons, or diſtinct intelligent beings 
in the godhead. If I am miſtaken I ſhould 
truly glad to be better informed. Errare puſſun 


Hereticus efſe nolo. As I can have no interelt 
ſerve in oppoſing any article of found dodtrins 


neither have I any pleaſure in diſſenting from pops 
lar opinions, or modes of ſpeech. I am fully pr 
ſuaded, however, that the mode of explication het 
brought to view is not fo eſſentially different fro 
ſome others which have been uſually allowed to i 


orthodox, as ſome perſons imagine. All that het 
intend is to offer a few obſervations in proof of 


for the ſatisfaction of ſerious chriſtians, who hal 
imbibed an early prejudice in favour of long 8 
bliſhed ſyſtems, and certain human modes 
ſpeech, and who may be alarmed under a i 


picion (which certain perſons of better informall 


have taken pains to promote) that my deſign 15 
promote Socinianiſm or Arianiſin: terms of rep!0 
which too many (and ſome without underſtandi 
their meaning) are ever ready to apply to ſuch 


venture to think for themſelves, and to adopt! 


con 
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2, age different from that which human creeds have 


amped as ſacred, though the moſt remote from 
he language of the Bible. If fuch will be attentive 


reading, and candid in judging, I hope to con- 


ince them, whether they fall in with my mode of 


E-planacion or not, that I have done nothing againſt 
-/: rub, but for the truth. | 


According to Dr. Watts's view of the preſent 


Wubj:c—< The Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, are the one living and true God.” To 
Wis propoſition I give my ready aſſent. And who- 
er does ſo, whatever be his peculiar mode of 

xplication, I will maintain has as juſt a claim to 


e character of ORTHODOX, as they who do it 
the Athanafian ſenſe. And for any, who adopt 


at or any other mode of explication, to mono- 
Wolize: ORTHODOXY to themſelves, is a degree 
Sf preſumption unbecoming fallible creatures, eſpe- 


ally thoſe who allow that the MODE of ſubſiſtence 
the Sacred Three is nor aſcertained in ſcripture ; 


cd, indeed, it is inconſiſtent with the avowed Ca- 


97 
0% 


100 


< 
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oliciſm of the ableſt and beſt writers who are the 


Poſt partial to the general Calviniſtic ſyſtem. 


With reſpect to the idea of PERSONALITY, 
| applicable to the Father, Son, and Spirit, Dr. 
atis differed from many Trinitarians, as he denied 
and I think with very ſufficient reaſon) © that 

there are in Deity three infinite ſpirits, or really 

diſtinct perſons, in the common ſenſe of that 

term, each having a diſtinct intelligence, voli- 

tion, power, &c.” thinking ſuch a ſuppoſition 
conſiſtent with the proper UNITY of the god- 

ad; which is doubtleſs one of the moſt obviou 
d fundamental doctrines of revelation. 4 

But it is to be remembered, that with regard to 
e definition of perſonality, Trinitarians widely dif- 

among themſelves. While ſome ſuppoſe it to 

F 5 
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be REAL, others think it only Mopar., or nominal 
and others ſomewhat between both. Some of th 
two latter claſſes have charged the former vin 


Tritheiſm ; and to me it ſeems difficult to clear i 
doctrine from the imputation. Nor can I concem 


what Tritheiſm is, if this hypotheſis does not com 
under the deſcription. To aſſert a mere uniTy di 
ESSENCE or NATURE will not obviate the difficulty; 
for three divine perſons, or beings, though of 
fame nature, or in other words—all of then 
EXACTLY ALIKE, (which ſeems to be the meanig 
of the term, and is the popular idea) would bes 
really three Gods, as three human perſons of thi 
ſame nature, were they in all reſpects alike, wou 
be three men. Such a ſentiment, I think, ovglt 
to be zealouſly oppoſed as heretical. ' 

I grant, however, ſince they who maintain thi 
doctrine do not ſee the conſequence, but uttenii 
diſclaim it, and profeſs to believe in only o Gol 
whom they worſhip as one infinite being, throug 
one mediator ; it would be uncandid and unuſti 
pronounce them Tritbeiſts, and in my idea it wol 
be ſchiſmatical, for this reaſon alone, to ſeparate fro 

their worſhip and communion. ay Wüochg 
I have known, I venerate as the excellent of th 
earth. And whatever peculiar modes of ſpeech til 
may adopt in controverſy, their language, ' and # 
parent ideas, when engaged in divine worſhip, i 
ſuch, that in uniting with them I literally com 
with the apoſtolic injunction, Rom. xv. 6. #* 
one mind and one mouth to glorify God, even the Ful 
of our Lord. Teſts Chr,” © 7 AM 

But then on the ſame principles I muſt cent 
thoſe Trinitarians as violating the laws of chi 
candour, who upbraid ſuch as hold the fame g 
ral doctrine, with the oppoſite hereſy, and fel 
to hold communion with them, becauſe on fi 
1 SE controvei 
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controverted matter as that of perſonality, they ex- 
preſs themſelves differently, and chuſe to adhere to 
the ſimplicity of ſcripture language, This is par- 
ticularly unbecoming in thoſe who adopt the modal 
ſcheme, ſince the difference between them and the 
followers of Watts can be but ſmall. - 
As to thoſe who think perſonality in the god- 
head to be ſomewhat between a perſon and @ mode, if 
there be any rational idea included in the term, they 
who conſider © the manifeſ# Wiſdom, and the Afrve 
a © Energy of Deity, as the WORD and the HOLY 
a «© GHOST,” may with good appearance of reaſon 
be admitted as coming within the ſame deſcription. 
—And they who talk of three diſtinctions in Deity, 
without any definition of the term, have little 
reaſon to. cenſure ſuch as in fact equally main- 
tain three diſtinctions, but with a determinate 
meaning. e | 
As to thoſe who uſe the common Trinitarian 
language in the SABELLIAN ſenſe (which upon a 
cloſe enquiry I have found to be the caſe with ſome, 
| and have reaſon to think is ſo with many) they have 
little reaſon to cry out © hereſy” at the mode of 
interpretation for which I am here apologiz- 
. e 0 5 
That it ſhould, by any, be ſtigmatized with the 
name either of SOCINIANISM or ARIANISM, ap- 
pears to me peculiarly uncandid and unjuſt. The 
Anti-Nicene Fathers evidently adopted this hypo- 
theſis. And if I underſtand the great reformer 
Calvin aright, he in like manner conceived of the 
Worp and SeigiT of God as the WiIspon and 
Power of Deity pERSONIFIED. The pious Mr. 
Baxter adopted a like perſonification, and ſeverely 
reproves thoſe orthodox men who. anathematize 
them that eſpouſe ſuch a mode of explaining the 
5 | | | Tr inity. 
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Trinity *. Certain it is that Socinians reject ſuch 
kind of language, and diſavow the notion of a Tri. 
nity. in any form; not now to ſay any thing of the 
atonement, which they univerſally deny, but which 
thoſe I am defending as ſtrenuouſly maintain. 
As to Arians, properly fo called, if I have any 
idea of their ſentiments, they conſider the Logos and 
the Holy Spirit as CREATED BEINGS; Which I think, 
with Dr. Walls, is an error, moſt manifeſtly re- 
pugnant to ſcripture-doctrine. cer 

It is true, Dr. Waits maintained the Man Chrif 
ejus to have been a created being. But if on that 
account his followers are juſtly charged with hereſ, 
I know not who will be exempt; for I ſuppoſe al 


\ 
will allow that Chriſt was properly Man, and as fuci . 
created. Some, indeed, maintain that he was 4 { 
human PERSON, as really as any other man is {0; Wi : 
and on this ground deny that his Divinity was a red t 
perſon, diſtinct from that of the Father (for other- Wi 1 
| Ts = 7 fr 
» See Baxter's works, vol. ii. p. 132. Where, though be [ 
fays that he accounts the doctrine of the Trinity the ſum and {4 
kernel of the Chriſtian religion, and the 4:hanafrar Creed the bel 0 
explication of it,“ he pleads for the notion of . three effentid * 
principles; and after illuſtrating the matter by various ob- it 
| jets in nature, he obſerves that © the ſcripture often calls Chr m 
the Wi/dom of God, and Ace (Logos) is both Ratio (reaſon) and th. 
Oratis (ſpeech). And that ſome think the Holy Ghoſt given 10 | 
believers means Lowe 10 God, &c. He then adds the following m. 
paſſage : * Abundance of Heretics have troubled the chunt lay 


2. with their ſelf-deviſed opinions about the Trinity, and tit 
eo perſon and nature of Chrift, And I am loth to ſay, 1 
% much many of the orthodox have troubled it alſo, with the 
« felf-conceited, miſguided, uncharitable zeal, againft thoſ 
* whom they judged Heretics.—I would adviſe the reader de 
be none of them that ſhall charge with hereſy all thoſe ub 
« fay that the three perſons are Deus ſeipſum intelligens. Deus 
4. foipfo intellectus, et Deus a ſeipſo amatus (though I am not one} 
«© nor yet thoſe holy men whom I have cited, —and many other 
« who expreſsly ſay, that Potentia, Sapientia, et Amor, (Fou% 
c Wiſdom, and Love) are the Father, Son, and Holy wy 
. 1 
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wiſe there would be Two PERSONS in Chriſt;) while 
others ſtrangely and arbitrarily ſuppoſe (to avoid this 
laſt abſurdity) that the manhood of Chriſt was 
merely a created NATURE, But both allow © the 

«© Deity of Chriſt to conſiſt in the union of the god- 
<« head, and the manhood, in the perſon of Emanuel, 
« ſo that in him GOD was manifeſt in the fleſh.” 
This general agreement I look upon as all that is 
eſſential to true orthodoxy, and a ſufficient bond of 
union. How. much farther chriſtian charity may 
| fafely extend, it is not my preſent buſineſs to en- 
| quire. I will only obſerve, that they who have in- 
veſtigated ſubjects of doctrinal controverſy with the 
oreateſt care and impartiality, will be the moſt 
ready to confeſs, that there are difficulties on all 
ſides, where the ſcripture has not explicitly decided; 
and will ſee the greateſt reaſon for Diffidence of 
themſelves, and Candour towards one another. 
W 1 ele are two principal leſſons which I have learned 
from the ſtudy of more than thirty years, and theſe 
Lam principally folicitous to inculcate upon others. 
If this publication ſhould in any degree contribute 
to anſwer this end, I ſhall be thankful, even though 
it ſhould expoſe me to the cenſures of ſome good 
men to whoſe eſteem I am by no means indifferent, 
though their charity is much more confined than 
my own; and whom, whatever they may think or 
lay of me, I will love and honour. 


THE END. 
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